













THE 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 





Fo NOVEMBER, | 1486. 


areas SS: ~~ 





The Plays of William Shakjpeare. With the'CorreGions and Il 
luftrations of various Commentators ; to which are added, Notes 
by Samuel Fohnfon and George Steevens. The Third Edition, 
revifed and augmented by the Editor of Dodfley’s Collefion of 
Old ‘Plays. 8vo. 10 Vols. 31. 10s. Bathurft, &c. 


HE nation that can boaft of a Shakfpeare may be allowed 


_ to be.enthufiaftic in their admiration of his genius, and. 


zealous in their attempts to illuftrate his works. It is difficult 
to fix bounds to an error fo pleafing; for the mind, warmed 
with his fplendour, will be exuberant in its commendation ; 
and the ftep is eafy from an eager fondnefs to indifcriminate 
idolatry. ‘Time only leads us to diftinguifh the errors of our 
favourite, and the time is nearly now arrived. when we are 
enabled cooly to examine; to perceive occafional faults, with- 
eut fuffering them to obfcure his excellencies ; and, in turn, to 
admire his beauties, without being blinded by their brilliancy 
from detecting his imperfeftions. ‘Thefe united caufes have 
probably occafioned the numerous editions which we have re- 
ceived, and are ftill expecting. We have not yet feen any that 
we can fully approve of ; and, while we are enquiring into 
the fources of the error by which the former editors have been 
mifled, we fhall be enabled to explain what they ought to have 
done. 

lt was for fome time believed, that Shak{peare was not only 
correét and intelligible in every inftance, but that he was 
acutely elegant, and furnifhed with every kind of polite learn- 
ing, as well as every abftrufer fcience. The faults were fup« 
pofed to be thofe of the copyift. This was a pleafing ‘path 
for a man of learning and ingenuity. Every fcience, every 
language, that could furnith a coincident found, contributed 
its ftores to illuftrate the child of nature only. Had War- 
burton been lefs of a literary tyrant, he might yet have been 
the favourite commentator ; but his borrowed plumes were 
firipped off by degrees by Theobald, by Farmer, and .by 
Vou. LXII. Now, 1786. Y Tyr 
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Tyrwhit. They taught ussto Jookvat the authors that Shak. 
f{peare had certainly read, and we found his fuppofed mines of 
learning had only the glitter of the nobler metals, without 
their weight.. My. Steeyens came forward witha larger ftore 
of cotemporaty learning Avhiclt-le had colle&ed with-care, and 
employed with fuccefs. He affifted Dr. Johnfon, who had 
already employed his vaft ftrength of mind, his copious yet 
comprehenfive ftores-of- varied hterature,-m the humbter pro: 
vince of an editor. _It.had-certainly eccprredto the-different 
commentators, that thereat text of Shalefpeare thould Be afcer- 
tained with precifion, becaufe they all {peak of collations, and 
had fometimes really made them. In reality, however, except 
in. Mr. Steevens’ publication of the quastos, frequently pirated 
from the play-houfe copies, we had no proper and correct col- 
lations. One of the ableft annotators.on Warburton, actually 
wrote his octavo volume without:looking at them, when both 
the firft and fecond folios were almoft within his reach. The 
inattention of Johnfon, who, like a giant, trufted to his own 
Fefources, ‘becaufe confcious of ‘his great power, feems to- have 
affefied his colleague, for-‘many emendations from the ‘older 
copies are fuggefted in the notes, which render the paflage 
clear‘and intelligible, though the text remains in all its ori- 
-ginal obfcurity. Yet Johnfon could wih ‘that we had cor- 
rected” more and explained lefs. Mr. Malone was more 
attentive’ in ‘his collations, and many fortunate recoveries oc- 
- eurred’in his: Supplement, chiefly from the folios, whofe com- 
parative merit we have already examined, in our review of 
¢ Remarks on the laft Edition of Shakfpeare.? There have 
alo been many inferior labourers, literary pioneers, whofe 
utility 1s acknowledged though their fame ‘is inconfiderable ; 
who’ have reftored different readings from the folios, which are 
eafily underftood, and confequently fhould not be converted, 
by any contortion, into beauties. It will be obvious, that 
we with forthe real text of the author, clear and ‘unmutilated. 


Where an error of the prefs is evident, and the alteration of — 


a fingle letter will at once elucidate a doubtful or an unintelli- 
‘gible paflage, it may be allowed ; but even this licence fhould 
be fparingly ufed: where the coniftruétion is favlty,.as we 
often find it, when Shakfpeare aims at learning, elegance, or 
rhetoric, it fhould be explained in a note. Uncertain mean- 
ings fhould be remarked with care, and old terms elucidated 
in a few words, and fometimes illuftrated with a quotation ; 
though this liberty fhould be feldom allowed where -it is pof- 
frble otherwife to afcertain the fenfe. In many of thefe re- 
fpeéts, the edition before us is amended. The corre&tions are 
more frequent: the text, though faulty, has ftill fewer devi- 
ations-from the original copies than in the former editions ; 
and 
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‘and the quotations are often abridged. _ There is ftill farther 
room for retrenchmént. In everyview, however, this edition 
is the beft that we Have feén. We muft now mention its par- 
ticular merits. “We fhall fele&t Mr. Reed’s own’ words. 

‘ As fome ae been made in the prefent edition, 
it may be thought nece ary to point thém ont.  "Thefé are of 
two kinds, additions “and' omiffions.' ° "Fhe additions’ are’ fach 
as have been fupplied by the daft’ editor, arid the ‘principal of 
the living commentators.. To mention thefe affiftances, isduffi- 
cient to excite expectation ;) but to {peak any’ thing ‘in :their 
praife will be faperfluous te thofe: who are acquainted with 
their former labours. ,Some jremarks.are alfo added from new 
commentators,.and.fome- notices extrafted from.books; which 
have been. publifhed in the Courfe of a few, years: pait. 

¢ Of the omiffions, the moft’ important are fome notes which 
have been demonitrated to be .ill founded, and’ fome which 
were fuppofed to add to the fize of tHe’ volumes without intreaf- 
ing their value. ‘It ‘may probably’ have happened ‘that afew 
‘are rejected which ought’ to’ have béen fetained 3° avd in’ thac 
cafe the prefenteditor, who ‘has been the:occafion. of their re- 
moval, will feel fome concern«from the’ injuftice of ‘his pro- 


ceeding... He: is, ‘iowever, inclined to.believe that what he 


has omitted will be pardoned hy-the reader ; and, that the-li- 
berty which he has.taken, will. not,be thought to have been 


licentioufly indulged. In all eyents, that the cenfare may fall 
where it ought, he defires,it to.be underftood that no perfon is 


_anfwerable for any of thefe ianovations but -him{etf.’ 


Mr. Malone’s fupplemental volumes, fo far.as they relate 
to the plays, with only one exception, are incorporated. into 
this .edition.--The introduétory: parts are prefixed, and the 
notes inferted:in ‘their proper-places : an extenfive but curious 
and entertaining defcription of the ancient theatres is Omitted. 
The other parts of Mr, Steevens’ introduction , are, alfo pre- 
Served, with .the lift.of editions, commendatory poems, and 


the vaft farrago, which a venerable claflic editor would think 
_meceflary. Jn this refpe&, we. own.ourfelves partial, and wiih 


not to lofe any part of this varied and pleafing entertainment, 
The various notes.are pretty wellknown. A few only be- 
long. to. the editor, and fome of thefe we fhall occafionally 
mention. It is not our intention to add to the numerous an- 
notations, but thall remark a few circumftances, which have 
occurred to us.in.a pretty careful perufal of this new edition. 
In the firft,play,, Profpero tells (Caliban, in.the denunciation 
ef his punifhments, that 
‘ Urchins - 

Shall for that vaft of night, when they may work, 

All exercife upon. thee.’ 
| Y 2 Not 































































— eo eee FH 
A Pn — 





| 324 Reed’s Edition of Shak/peare’s Plays. 


Not to.make any remark. on the ufelefs learning UE Peal in 
explaining vaf, which is certainly an amplification only, to 

render the punifhment more dreadful,—that vaitly extenfive 
feafon, when they are allowed to work; we may remark, that 
Shak{peare never ufes urchin as fea hedge-hog, and that the 


_ echinus,is.an animal fo-harmlefs when the hell appears on land, 
‘as to do no injury,, He certainly meant fairies, and, in every 
-paflage where the word occurs, the meaning is the fame. Ca- 
‘liban sina fubfequent paflage, fpeaks of ‘ urchin fhows ;’ and, 


in the’fame fpeech, ufes the word hedge-hogs. In the Merry 
Wives of Windfor, p. 372, urchin is ufed in the fame fenfe. 


If it be alleged that, in the paffage laft referred to, it is op- 


pofed to’ fairies, the fame.’ may, be alleged of * ouphs’:’ per- 
naps there were different ranks i in the mythology of thefe little 


-ufefulreformers; ou phs and fairies are, however, ufed moft com- 


monly without, difcrimination.. Mr. Steevens having explained 


-urchin by hedge-hog, though he fuggelts that it may perhaps 


mean fairy,-is, obliged, sn fupport of it to allege, that from 
hedge-hog every thing little had the fame name ; but:the urchin 
is not remarkably diminutive; and its fize varies more perhaps 


‘than that of any other fpecies. We may jul fuggeft that, in 


the fame fpeech in the Merry Wives of Windfor, aiffu/ed may 
be eafily miftaken for difufed, if {pelt with a double // (diffufed 
and difufed), and may then be eafily underftood for obfolete. 
In a former article we remarked, that in a fpeech of Cali- 
ban’s, to take yowng fcammels from the rocks, it had been 


fuggefted that the word required no alteration, fince an Ame-_ 


ricap fhip was called the Scammel in the news-papers; but, 
on comparing every part of the evidence, there is reafon to 
think both to be prefs errors, for /ea-malls. ‘There is a quot- 
ation, however, from a hiltory of France, publifhed in 1592, 
fuggefted by Mr. Henderfon, where camels are faid to be bred 
in the mountains of France. ‘This feems ftill farther from the 
mark.: We mention this paflage to obferve, that Mr. Hen- 
derfon’s annotations are chiefly quotations from books of Shak- 
fpeare’s period ; but we have not met with any ‘very new, 
ftriking illuftrations from this fource. One of Mr. Reed’s notes 
belongs to this paflage, and we fhall confequently infert it. 


‘ Mr. Holt’s affertion will receive fome fapport from Cot- 
rave’s Dictionary, where the wore chame, is explained to be a 
kind of cockle or round fhell. I have, however, no doubt bet 
Theobald’s propofed amendment ought to be received. Sir 
Jofeph Bankes informs me, that in Willughby’s, or rather 
John Ray’s, Ornithology, p- 34, N° 3, is mentioned the com- 
mon fea-mall], larus cinereus minor; and that young fea-gulis 
have been efteemed a delicate food in this country, we learn 


from 
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from Plott, who, in his Hiftory of Staffordfhire, p. 231, gives 
an account of the mode of taking a fpecies of gulls, called in 
that country pewits, with a plate annexed, at the end of which 
he writes ‘* they being accounted a good dith at the moft plen- 
tiful tables.”? To'this it may be added, that fir Robert Sibbald, 

in his Ancient State of the Shire of Fife, mentions, amongft 
fowls which frequent a neighbouring ifland, feveral forts of 
fea-malls, and one.in particular, the katicwake, a forvl of the 
larus or mall kind, of the bignefs of an ordinary pigeon, which 
fome hold, fays he, to be as favoury and as good meat as a 
partridge is. 

The fpeeches in the Mafk, prefented by Profpero, in the 
Tempeft, are filled with words, feemingly, by defign, obfe- 
lete. Et has been remarked, with little foundation, that 
Shak{peare formed a new being in Caliban, and gave him a 
new language. It is more probable that he withed to raife the 
language of Iris, Ceres, &c. above the ufual ftandard. Ssover 
is not. yet properly explained; and is one of thofe words to 
which we would allow a number of quotations, To /fover, is 
ftill ufed in the Weft, initead of rai/e erec?, and is plainly the 
meaning of the word, in Love’s Sacrifice ; but this explanation 
cannot be allowed in the paflage quoted from Drayton. From 
the context it probably means a turf, whofe tender herbage is 
fit for iheep, and whofe compact texture renders it a proper co- 
vering for-hovels. Both in Scotland and Ireland, turf is not 
an uncommon covering for the loweft huts. In the next line 
we certainly may approach more nearly to the meaning of 
Shakfpeare than has been yet done. 


« Thy bank with pinioned and sailed brims.’ 


The word which we have diftinguifhed has puzzled all the 
commentators. Thofe who have conjectured moft dexteroufly, 
have fubitituted lied. ‘The Linden tree is called by Phile- 
mon Helland, in his tranflation of Pliny, ¢i//et (Plin. lib. xxiv, 
‘Tranflation vol. ii, p. 185); and, in the old way of forming 
adjectives, tilled for tilleted, may be reafonably allowed. Pliny 
fays it was ufed as a fedative; and old Gerard tells us that it 
cures inflammations, fore mouths, &c. (Gerad’s Herbal, ed, 
1633- Pp» 1484); while every one knows that it flourifhes beit 
in a damp foil. 

If we were to write a commentary, this Mafk would engage 
much of our attention; but we muft afford as great a variety 
as we can; fo that we fhall only remark, that Mr. Steevens 
has not difplayed his ufual accuracy in interpreting Joy by 
eoody. Ceres fays ‘ my bofky acres:’ are woody acres adapted 
for corn? Mr. Steevens has added another quotation, ‘ bofky 
wood,’ which is a trifling tautology, if his explanation be 

* allowed. 
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allowed. It evidently 3 means sealing and'is fall ufed in that 

fenfe in the North. We have expl ined it in our account of 

Mr. Bryani’s work on the fubjec& of Chatterton’s poems, 

The Two Gentlemen of. pen is lefs disfigured’ by the 
errors of tran{cribers or printers than any. other play of our 
author’s.. It keeps a more even tenor, and while it often rifes 
to excellence, it very frequently finks to ribaldry or non- 
fenfe: punning muft be excepted from vices when we fpeak 
of Shakfpeare ; for it is the fhadow for which he often lofes 
ihe fubftance. In more than one paffage of this’ play we fee 
thé commentators at a lofs, when fubftituting at for to would 
explain the whole. This error is ftill frequent i in the Weft, 
where they fay when I was to—: this always confounds them in 
fpeaking of places. Another provincial phrafé has been alfo 
greatly miftaken. 

* Fulia. 1 fee you have a month’s mind to them.’ 

The different editors have luckily found, in the Romifh 
tituals, a month’s mind, and a week’s mind: their long 
note is, however, of no importance: a month’s mind, 
is a longing inclination ; and a mind fignifies commonly 4 
defire. The month may imply either a continuancé of the 
longing, or may allude to the fanciful defires of pregnant 
women. ‘ 

* Oh how this {pring of love refpmbleth 
Th? uncertain glory of an April day. 

Among the novelties which we find in Vie edition before us, 
is Mr. Tyrwhit’s Anfwer fo the author of the Remarks. They 
are more dear to us} from the recent lofs of that very eftima- 
ble man, whom we would attempt.to praife, if we could find 
language adequate to his worth. We fhall fele& the whole. 

* Refembleth is here ufed as a quadrifyllable, as it'was written 
refembelethe See Com.of Errrors, act v. fcene the laft. 

‘¢ And thefe two Dromios, one in femblance.” 
As you like it, aé ii. fe. 2. 
- " ¢¢ The parts and graces of the wreftler.” 

\ And it fhould be obferved, that, Shak{peare takes the fame 
liberty with many other words, in which J or r are fubjoined to 
another confonant. See Com. of Errors, next verfe bat one to 
that cited above : 

« Thefe are the parents to thefe children.” 
where fome editors, being anneceffarily alarmed for the metre, 
have endeavoured to help it bya word of their own. 

*¢ Thefe plainly are the parents to thefe children.”- 

| Tyrwhitt. 

‘Thus much I had thought {ufficient to fay'upon this point 

jn the former edition. Since which the author of Remarks, &c. 

gn that edition has been pleafed to affert, P+ 7» that Shakfpeare 


does - 
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does not appear, ‘* from: the above, inftances at leaft, to have 
taken the {malleft liberty in extending his words.: neither has 
the incident of J or r being-fubjoined to another confonant, any 
thing to do in the matter.”” The truth is, he. goes on to fay, 
‘* that every verb in the Englifh language gaiys an. additional 
fyHable by its termination, in of, eth, ed, ing, or (when formed 
into a fubftantive) in er; and the above words, when ‘rightly 
printed, are not-enly unexceptionable, but jut. ‘Thus re/embie, 
makes refemble-eth ; wrefile, wrefile-er-5, and fettle, whiftle, fickle, 
make festéled, wbifile-ed, fickleed’® 

‘ As to this fuppofed canon of the Englith language, it would 
be eafy to fhow that it is quite fanciful and anfounded; and 
what he ealls the right method of printing the above words, is 
fuch as I believe, was never adopted before by any mortal in 
writing them, vor can be followed in the pronunciation of them 
without the help of an énirely new fyftem of fpelling. But any 
farther difcuffion of this matter is unneceflary; becaufe tlre hy- 
pothefis, though allowed in its atmoft extent, will net prove 
either of the points to which it is applied. It will neither prove 
that Shakfpeare has not taken a liberty in extending certain 
words, nor that he has not taken that liberty chiefly with cer- 
tain words in which / or r is fubjeined to another confonant, 
The following are al! inftances of nouns, fubftantive or adjective, 
which can receive no fapport from the fuppofed canon. That 
Shak{peare has taken a liberty in extending thefe words is evi- 
dent from the confideration, that the fame words are more fre- 
quently ufed by his contemporaries, and by himfelf, without 
the additional fvllable. Why he has taken this liberty with 
words in which /or r is fubjoined to another confonant, maft 
be obvious to every one who can pronounce the language, 
© Country, wifyllable. 
Twelfth Night, acti. fc. 2. Thelike of him. Kaow’f thou 

this country ? 
Coriolanns, acti. fc. 3. Die nobly for their country than one. 
_ . © Remembrance, quadrifyllable. 
Twelfth Night, acti. fc. 1. And lafting in her fad remem. 

brance. 
Winter’s Tale, activ. fc. 4. Grace and remembrance be to 

you both. 

© Angry, trifyllable. 

Timon ot Athens, act iii. fc. 5. But who is man, that is not 


angry. 
. Laiy; trifyllable. 
Richard I], ad ii. fc. 3. . So ftood the ftate when Henry the 
Sixth. 
2 Henry VI. at ii. fc. 2. Crown’d by the name of Henry 
the Fourth, 
‘ Monftrous, trifyllable. 
Macbeth; act iv, fc. 6. Who cannot want the thought how 


monitrous, ; 
Y¥ 4 Othello, 
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Othello, a&ii. fc. 3. °*Tis monftrous, Iago, who began it? 
* Affembly, quadrifyllable. 


Much ado about Nothing, aét v. fcene laft. Good morrow to - 


‘this fair affembly. 
* Douglas, trifyllable. 
1 Henry IV. atv. fc. 2. Lord Douglas go you and tell him fo. 
* England, trifyliable. 
Richard II. aé& iv. fc. 1» Then Bolinbroke return to England. 
* Humbler, trifyllable. 
1 Henry VI. activ, fc. 1. Methinks his lordfhip fhould be 
humbler. 
‘ Nobler, trifyllable. 
Coriolanus, act iii. fc. 2. You do the nobler. Cor. I mufe 
my mother, ‘Tyrwhitt.’ 


What could induce Mr. Reed to preferve Warburton’s note 

on the following line, 
‘ For Orpheus’ lute was ftrung with poets finews’ ? 

In this paflage, the Jearned commentator makes Orpheus’ lute 
his fyftem of laws. If Warburton had not been refolved to 
dive into the well in fearch of truth, he would have feen, that 
it only implied the union. of poetry and mufic, which the 
context fupports. , 

Again. Sudden quips, Johnfon tells us, are * hafty paf- 
fionate reproaches.’? This note is preferved, though another 
of Mr. Malone’s is added, from Dr. Wilfon’s Art of Rheto- 
ric, ‘ and make him at his wits end, through the fudden quip.’ 
Both cannot be right ; but we find quips ufed by Milton with 
cranks and wanton wiles, Falftaff fays, when his bragging 
follower puns on his words, no guips now Piftol.’? Are thefe 
fudden reproaches, or are not all the fpeeches to be explained 
in the fame way ? This is one of the greateft faults which we 
perceive in this edition, viz. preferving, from a fuperttitious 
veneration for great names, notes which are either falfe, futile, 
. or contradictory. If it be alleged'that this is Johnfon’s edi- 
tion, republithed, the blame will then lie with thofe who-chofe 
this form of collecting a variorbm edition, inftead of one 
where every obfervation inferted fhould have fome claim to 
diftinGtion from its own merit. We fhall fele& but one inftance 
more of this kind. 

Mrs. Quickly, after Mrs. Page is gone, fays to Fenton. 
‘ This is my doing now; nay, faid I, will you caft away your 
child on a fool and a phyfician ?? Several notes are added to this 
paffage, which wants. not an explanation. This filly goflip, 
who pretends to aflift the three candidates, relates now what 
fhe faid to Mrs. Page, who was as averfe to Slender as to 
Fenton. She was the advocate of the doctor, and, againft 
him only the attack was levelled. Johnfon’s arid Hanmer’s 


alter. 
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alterations are ufelefs; and the other notes are of little confe- 

uence: Dr. Caius was both a fool and a phyfician.—We 
fhall conclude this article with an additional note on a trifling 
paflage indeed, but which has been rendered important by 
the labours of fir William Blackftone and Mr. Steevens. 

‘ Shal. He will maintain you like a gentlewoman. 

* Slen. Aye, that I will, come cut and long tail, under the 
degree of a {quire.’ 

‘ Whenever the words (come cut and long tail) occur, they 
always bear the fame meaning, and that meaning is obvious 
enough without any explanation. The origin of the phrafe 
may, however, admit of fome difpute, and it is by no means 
certain that the account of it, here adopted by Mr. Steevens 
from Dr. Johnfon, is well-founded. ‘That there ever excited 
fuch a mode of difqualifying dogs by the laws of the foreft as 
is here afferted, cannot be acknowledged without evidence, 
and no authority is quoted to prove that fuch a cuftom at an 
time prevailed. The writers on this fubject are totally filent 
as far as they have come to my knowledge. Manhood, who 
wrote on the Foreft-laws, before they were entirely difufed, 
mentions expeditation, or cutting off three claws of the fore- 
foot, as the only manner of lawing dogs; and with his ac- 
count the Charter of the Foreft feems to agree. Were I to offer 
a conjecture, I fhould fuppofe that the phrafe, originally re- 
ferred to horfes, which might be denominated cut and long 
tail, as they were curtailed of this part of their bodies, or al- 
lowed to enjoy its full growth; and this might be practifed 
according to the difference of their value, or the ufes to which 
they were put. In this view, cut and long tail would include 
the whole {pecies ‘of horfes good and bad. In fupport of this 
Opinion it may be added, that formerly a cut was a word of 
reproach in vulgar colloquial abufe, and I believe is never to 
be found applied to horfes but to thofe of the worftkind. After 
all, if any authority can be produced to countenance Dr. 
Johnfon’s explanation, I fhall be very ready to retract every 
thing that is here faid. See alfo note on the Match at Mid- 
night, Dodfley’s Collection of Old Plays, vol. vii. p. 424, edit. 
1780. 

‘ The laft converfation I had the honour to enjoy with fir 
William Blackftone was on this fubjeét; and by a feries of ace 
curate references to the whole collection of ancient Foreft Laws 
he convinced me of our repeated error, expeditation and genuf- 
cifion, being the only eftablifhed and technical modes ever 
ufed for difabling the canine fpecies. Part of the tails of 
{paniels indeed, are generally cut off (ornamenti gratia) while 
they are puppies, fo that (admitting a loofe defcription) every 
kind of dog is comprehended in the phrafe of cut and long tail, 
and every rank of people in the fame expreflion, if metaphori- 
cally ufed. Steevens.’ 

{To be continued.] . 
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4 Hiffory of the Difcoveries and Voyages made in the North. Tranf- 
hated from the German of ‘fohu Reinhold Forfter. Mluftrated 


. with New and Original Maps. 4to. 11. 15. in Boards. 
" Robinfon. 


ME * Forfter’s reputation, as a naturalift, is well eftablithed ; 
“atid it: may at the fame time-be acknowleged, that he 
is an intelligent hiftorian, and an able geographer. So much 
we may allow; but the tranflator’s zeal carries him too far, 
when he bontends, that an “hiftorian could not be fornd fitter 
to record the zorthern difcoveries, than a man who had failed 
fo far to the auth. We cannot either allow this work to: be 
equal ‘in _profandity of refle€tion and philofophical invefti- 
gation, or fuperior with refpeét to accuracy and extent of in- 
formation,’ to the abbé Raynal’s Hiftory of the European 
Settlements. This is injudicious praife; and we wonder at 
it from a man who is: a good judge of the work, who 
has tranflated it- with ability: and fuccefs, and correéted 
his author, in fome inftancés, by very ufefal notes. Mr. 
Forfter’s work is commendable as an accurate compilation, 
executed with very great labour, from authentic fources, and 
from. authors who are now fearcely read, or can feldom be 
found. Its correétnefs, fo far as he follows his guidés, is un- 
impeachable ; but fome of thefe give erroneous accounts, with- 
out Mr. Forfter’s deteftion ; and he fails, both in profundity 
of teflection, and philofophical inveftigation, Indeed were 
_his abilities in this refpeét-greater, the compiler, from printed 
works, could not be compared, with propriety, to an biftorian, 
whofe fources were uncertaif, and whofe information was fo 
precarious, that he was obliged to examine, compare, and 
combine repeatedly, before he could arrive near the truth. 
Yet, from his attention to facts, and their ‘connection, his 
work is a vaft fund of geographical knowlege, which we fhould 
have blamed him for having given in the unconnected form 
of fucceffive difcoveries, if the feparated parts were not com- 
bined by an accurate and complete Index. 
~ This compilation of different voyages is introduced by fome 
remarks on the great progrefs of navigation, and the perfec- 
tioti to which thipping is: at prefent brought. Mr. Foriter 
alfo introduces Montefquieu’s obfervation, that ‘ countries are 
how difcovered by voyages on the fea, but that formerly the 
fea was difcovered by the conqueft of countries. Our author 
feems inclined to combat it; but, if fuch was his intention, 
he has failed, for all his obfetvations tend to Confirm it. Mon- 
tefquieu was fometimes fanciful, but an immature undigefted 
thought feldom efcaped bim:, many have endeavoured to 3A 
pofe 
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pofe his opinions, who were not capable of underitanding 
them. 

The work. commences by an Account ‘Of the Voyages and 
Difcoveries made by the Pherhicians, ‘Mr. Forfter walls 
with confidence in the moft obfcure ways, and often. de- 
cides on points-littlé known. In the more. ancient parts of 
his hiftory there is one leading feature which, in.our opinion; 
deftroys the likenefs. He-defcribes the voyages of the earlieit 
navigators on a globe, in its prefent ftate, without confider. 
ing the numerous changes which, fince that time, it muft have 
undergone, particularly on the weftern coafts of Great Britain 
and Ireland. He fuppofes the Britifh Channel pervious at the 
itraits, becaule at prefent they are fo; and fixes the Thule at 
the Shetland iflands, though there is every reafon to think 
that, at no very remote period, thefe were conneéted with 
Britain. Again, he conduéts the Pheenicians round the Cape 
of Good Hope, fromi fo other evidence than their acquaint- 
ance with India; yet he fixes their original ftation on the Red 
Sea, whéré there is fo ready 2 communication with this coun- 
try through the Perfian gulf, which we have reafon to think, 
from tle ftate of thofe countries, was always connécted with 
this fea, and where we have marks of retiring, rather than in- 
croaching. waters. Surely the fame mercantile {pirit which 
carried the Pheenicians. through the Mediterranean on the one 
hand, would lead them. down‘the Red Sea on; the others, If 
thefe be marks of profound: nefleétion and philofophical in- 
vefligation, we are yet acquainted only with their names. As 
our author refts fo ftrongly on Gefner’s Przleftions, and Schlo- 
‘zer’s General Hiftory of Commerce, we fhould have been glad, 
if it had only been to gratify an idle curiofity, to have feen 

the arguments by which they proved, almoit to a demonftfation, 
thefe flrange pofitions. Mr. Forfter’s mode of reafoning we 

fhall carefully preferve : if his oracles fucceed no better, we 

think he has aéted wifely in concealing their demonftrations. 


¢ The land of Ophir is; in my opinion, the fame with that 
which was otherwife called Africa. The Phoenicians, féent out 
for the purpofe by the Egyptian king and conqueror Sefoftris, 
‘and his father Pamaifis or Amafis 1. gradually difcovered, to- 
gether with the Egyptians who were joined with them, the 
coafts of all Africa: hence we meet with fuch admirable, and, 
in fact, comprehenfive accounts of the natives of Africa fo early 
as in Mofes’s time, in the tenth book of Genefis. Now gold 
and other precious commodities being found in many parts of 
Africa, this newly difcovered country became celebrated and 
got a great name: and this in the Egy ptian language is Ov-Qigty 
and; with the addition of the word xa, which fignifies a coun- 
try, Ov-Pigs-nerg, (i. e. the celebrated country) Ophiri and x 
rikah. 
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rikah.. The third epocha of the circumnavigation of Africa fell 
in the time of Solomon, nearly 500 years Jater. Three hundred 
and eighty years after this Necho gave orders for the circum- 
navigation of Africa to be performed; and in the reign of 
Euergetes II. one Eudoxus failed once more round Africa, 
which is 450 years Jater than the voyage of Necho: and yet 
in Strabo’s. time many people doubted of the poffibility of 
making the tour of Africa by fea.’ 


When the author defcribes the difcoveries of the Grecians, 
he of courfe fpeaks of the famous Greek navigator Pytheas, 
who very clearly defcribes Iceland under the name of Thule, 
if we fuppofe, what is very probable, that the fea, in thefe 
northern regions, has encroached on the land, and feparated 
from the continent the iflands now called Shetland. The 
great force of the argument, that the Phcenicians had ever 
reached thefe regions, refts on the following facts. 


* The information he gives us on this fubject is as follows : 
¢¢ on the fhores of a certain bay. (Aeftuarium or Firth) called 
Mentonomon, lives a people called Guttoni, and at the diflance 
of a day’s voyage from thence is the ifland Abalus, (called by 
‘Timzus Baltia) upon this the waves throw the amber, which 
is a coagulated matter caft up by the fea; they ufe it for firing 
inftead of wood, and alfo fell it to the neighbouring Teutones.” 
All this is as exa&t as it is'poffible for it to be; for upwards of 
one thoufand feven hundred years after, we find traces of the 
truth of this; the provinces of Nadraven and Schalavonia are 
to this very day called Gudde, and their inhabitants Guddai, 
in the Lithuanian, tongue of. the. Sudavians, Galindians, 
and Natangians@. The bay is the frish and curith haf, or fea. 
It is from 8 to 16 miles wide, and this ufed to be a fhort day’s 
trip, confequently the oppofite iiland or iflands, were on the 
very fame {pot'where they are now. ‘The name of Mentono- 
mon fignifies the promontory of pine-trees, (mendaniemi) and 
in faé&t on ‘both peninfulas or necks of land here, we find large 
forefts of thefe trees.’ ‘The {pot on Samland, where the amber 


was caft moft plentifully ‘on’ the fhore, bore, fo late asin the © 


time of the Curfades, the name of Wittland, or Wittlande’s 
Ort, i. e. whiteland ; now this in the Lithuanian tongue is Bal- 
tikka, from.Baltos, i.e. white ;. and therefore I fheuld prefer 
reading. in Pliny, Abaltica, or Baltia, inftead of Abalus. » Nei- 
ther was it cuftomary with the inhabitants to burn amber in- 
ftead of wood, but only to.fet it on fire, probably. by way of 
fursigation or-perfunie ; and they fold it to thoie Teutones.ar 
Germans-that lived neareft to them.’ 


We' think it exceedingly evident, from this. very paflage, 
that the whole defcription was not copied from the mouth of 
an aétual obferver, ‘but. was. derived from an uncertain tradi- 
tional rumour. A bay, an ifland, defcribed fo generally, and 

diftin- 
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diftinguifhed by names fo common and indifcriminate, would 
{uit many other parts of the Baltic as well as that which it is 
intended to be pointed out. ‘That Pytheas fhould go to this 
part of the globe dire€tly, in confequence of defcription only, 
is not furprifing, fince aftronomy and navigation had made a 
great progrefs ; ; that the Pheenicians fhould reach it i their 
coafting navigations, if we confider the whole route, and thé 
many impediments they muft have met with, whlefs they had. 
found their way by the ftraits of Dover, which probably did 


not exift‘in their time, is fo very improbable, that it deferves 


not amoment’s regard. Yet it is pretty clear, that they re- 
ceived their amber from the Baltic ; and we muft next account 
for its appearance in thefe fouthern countries, which may be 
eafily done, without referring to the extenfive and extraor- 
dinary voyages of the Phenicians. Our aathor tells us, in the 
quotation juft tranfcribed, that the inhabitants of the Baltic 
fold it to the Teutones or Germans; and that it was known 
to come down the Raduhn, which was efther called Eridanus 
the Po; or Rhodanus the Rhone. In fa& it came from both, 
bit chiefly from the Po. If Mr. Foriter had looked a little 
farther into Pliny he would have found that, before it reached 
the Po, it was carried by the Germans into Pannonia, -which 
formerly included a great part of the weftern fide of Germany, 
and from thence reached the Venetians. . Pliny’s words arein 
the third chapter of the thirty-feventh book. § Affertar a Ger- 
manis in Pannoniam maxime provinciam: inde Veneté pri- 
mum, quos Graeci Henetos vocant, rei famiam fecefe, proximi 
Pannonia, id accipientes circa’ mare Adriaticum.’ | That this 
was the real original fource of the amber, is‘evinced by the 
fabulous ftory of Phaeton and his filters weeping amber on the 
banks of the Po; and fromi this it is alfo evident, that. the 
ancient Pannonia contained a larger territory than Hungary at 
prefent, which is its more modern name... It is, not im- 
probable that it reached alfo the Rhone, from.fome other parts 
of the German fhores ; from whence.it may have been diftri- 
buted by the Pheenicians, and have beem fuppofed to have ori- 
ginally come from the neighbourhood of Spain. 

Mr. Foriter next examines the Difcoveries of the Romans 
in the North ; and in this part mentions the fubfequent paf- 
fage in Pliny to that which we have quoted. “We were fome- 
what furprifed at our author’s fuppofing that Pliny was really 
unacquainted with the amber coaft, when the great accuracy 
of his defcriptions is fo oftentatioufly pointed out in the quo- 
tation from Pytheas. If then the former praifes had any mean- 
ing, it is, that Pliny defcribes a place very properly, though 
he knew not whefe it was. In other refpedts, Mr, Forfter in- 
forms 
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forms. us, -very correctly, .of , the extent of the Roman con- 
quests, which, according to the general principle of Mon- 
tefquieu,. was the fource of their difcoveries ; ; and every paf- 
fage.of this. ghapter is a, firiking commentary,on the juttne(s 
of that author’s. opinion. 

The: Difcoveries of the Arabians in the North, are compiled 
with, great.care; and incredible labour is beftowed i in connect. 
ing the ~acient with,the, modern, names. Some of thefe con- 
mections, depend too mugh¢ on fimilar founds ; but they are ge- 
nerally fupporsed by the. teftimony of hiftorians, and the Gtu- 
.ation, of the,places. From the ;fimijarity of names. Mr. Fortter 
derives’ an, ,additional-proof that the Black .and the Cafpian 
Seas. were, once united :,Mr. Pallas-was of the fame opinion, 
from, theappeayance of .the country, as we already ftated, in 
_our,review of M, Buffon’s fupplemental, volume. |The: -know- 
lege of the Arabians, refpesting the northern coafts, were faid 
to be very, imperfect, but, Kublai Khan. fitted out a fleet from 
the ‘Chinefe; fea, in order. to. conquer. Nipon ; and this fleet 
was {catered by storms... ; Our,author’s hint deferves great at- 
tention. He; feems to) mean.it asa hint only,. becaufe he in- 
clades, it in a, note. ‘We fhall probably apply. it to explain 
dome fagts, which he feems not-at the, moment.to have reflected 
n;--butjwe, mutt fir tranfcribe the paffage. 


*«\Keblai-Kban reignedofrom the ‘year: 1259 to.1294 of the 
‘Chriftian:zra,. when he fent afleet and army to,Nipon (or Ja- 
- pan), for the-purpofe.of conquering. that couatry. The fhips 
-compofing this fleet, were. very, much fhattered ,by the ftorm, 
-and it is probable that fome of them. may not have been able 
to get.back to Japan and China. -About this périod there 
Aprung up in America, almolt, at one and the fame time, two 
great empires (thofe of Mexico and Peru) which had regular 
_inftitates’ of religion ; 3 notions of rank and fubordination, were 

in-fome meafure civilized, were connected with each other by 
various kinds of affociation, praétifed agriculture, and in the 
« matrimonialftate ‘did ‘not allow of -polvgamy. . In Mexico, 
- indeed, they even had.a kind.of hieroglyphic writing, together 
-swithy many cother marks: of cultivation ; notwithitanding. that 
both thefe empires. are furrounded: on all fides by favage and 
- ude nations very Anconfiderable In..point of extent, and are 
befides at adiftance from each other. Now all this favours the 
sappansior that thefe two colonies came thither by,fea, in the 

fth and thirteenth centuries ; perhaps they are fome of the 
~ people that were loft in the expedition to Japan, their fhips 
eens been driven: by the ftorm'to America.” 


It is. obvious, that - the remains of a fcattered. fleet, at 
~ the. end of the thirteenth — century, could fearcely, at the 


end’ of. the fifteenth, _ have become two powerful nations, 
) very 
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very numerdus and extenfive: befides, in that fhort interval, 
they fhould not have loft’ all: memory of their origin.’ The 
Mexicans and Peruyians wese probably derived from different 
fources ; for their drefs, their ornaments, their religion, and 
their general cuftems, were.materially different. The former . 
preferved ‘no memorials of their original ; the latter fuppofed 
themfelves Aborigines, but afcribed their civilization to Manga 
Capac and his wife.. Thefe came to them from the north-wett, 
a direction well adapted to the fcattered vellels from the 
eaftern fea; and their improvements were not fo great as to be 
unf{uitable to the period which muft have elapfed between the 
arrival of .a legiflator, from this ftorm, and their difcovery by 
Europeans. The Mexicans are certainly a very numerous 
nation, whofe cuftoms are difpérfed over a tract of land fo 
extenfive, that their origin cannot be traced to a period but 
little diftant. It is pretty clear, that from this or a fimilar 
accident, the.iflands in the fouthern, and perhaps i in the north- 
ern Pacific, were peopled ; ahd their population is probably not 
of an earlier date than the fhipwreck of Kublai-Kahn’s fleet; but 
the. cuftoms of thefe iflanders refemble thofe of the neighbor 
ing continent, and not thofe of the Mexicans. “We-can' rea- 
dily fappofe, that any, intelligent perfon efcaping from ‘the 
form. would modify the cuftoms, he .chofe to recommend, 
by thofe of the people among whom they were intredaced.; 
fo that the legiflator of the Peruvians, Manga ‘Capac, :pro- 
bably enforced thofe only beft adapted to them formermanners, 
The population of America muft ftill continve m obfouritys 
Mr. Forfter’s next objet as the Voyages and Diftoveties _ 

made in the North, by the Saxons, Franks, and Normans. 
Thefe are the great difcoverers in the higher ‘regions. “To 
them we owe the difcovery of Iceland, Greenland, probably 
of Newfoundland, and the Labrador coait in America. Ice- 
Jand, we are told, was difcovered by a pirate of she name of 
Naddodd, in 861. There were faid, at that, time,: to..be 
trees on it,.and, in the many accounts fubfequent to, that 
period, the country is deferibed as fruitful and pleafant.. Many 
of thefe countries were peopled by Normans, particularly the 
Orkneys, and ‘the Shetland Mlands ; and they called the He- 
brides the Southern Iflands. The following rétnark’ deferves 
to be inferted. 


‘It was only by the Scotch that (on account-of, their weltern 
fituation with refpect to them) they were-termed the. Wellerr 
Hands ; but the Danes,-who weat to them from the, north, 
gave them the name of Soderee; bence originates the title of 
the bithop, in whofe diocefe. thefe iflands were, together with 


the Ifle of Man; as he fill is called, though the reafon of it 
5 be 
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be not rightly known, -bifhop:of Soder:and Man. But it is 
eafy to perceive that this Sodor can be. no.other than the Sode- 
roe of. the Danes. -[Or rather the Sodoar, by contraction from 
the Swedifh Soder South, and “Oar-Iflands}.: “Note: of’ the 
tranflator.” “rat salg” aise 20 


In this geographical account, Alfred’s tranflation of Ofofius, 
a precious treafure of ancient geography, could ot be omitted. 
Tn fa&t, fo much of it as is conneéted with the northern parts 
is tranflated from the Anglo-Saxon, ifluftrated with’a map, 
and learned explanatory notes. Orofius’ defcription is faid 
to have been elucidated and augmented by the accounts of 
Ohther and Wulfftan, two very intelligent northern travellers. 
In our author’s notes we think many difficulties might have 
been elucidated, by attending to the changes which have evi- 
dently taken place in the courfe of the fea, on the fhores’of 
the Baltic. We fhall felec&t, as a general fpecimen of our au- 
thor’s relations, his account of the difcovery of America by 
the northern voyagers, which they called Winland. 


© The paffion which the Normans had always manifefted for 
making difcoveries, {till prevailed among them even in the 
cold regions of Iceland and Greenland. “An Icelander of the 
name of Herjolf, was accuftomed, together with his fon Biorn, 
to make a trip every year'to different countries, for the fake 
of trading. About the year 1oo1 their fhips were feparated 
by:a ftorm.:. Biorn being arrived at Norway, heard that his 
father Herjolf, was gone.to Greenland, upon this he refolved 
upon following his father thither ; but another ftorm drove 
him a great way to the fouth-weft of his track. In confequence 
of this he defcried a flat country covered all over with thick 
woods; and juft as he fet out on his return, he difcovered an, 
ifland likewife. He made no ftay at either of thefe placesy but 
haftened as much as the wind would allow him to do, which 
had. now fallen greatly, by a north-eafterly ‘courfe to Green- . 
land. Here this event was no fooner known, than Leif, the 
fon of Eric Readhead, who had an inordinate defire to acquire 
lory, like his father, by making difcoveries and founding co- 
fouties; ‘fitted out a veflel carrying thirty-five men, and taking 
Biorn with ‘him, fet oat for this newly difcovered country. 
Having fet fail, the firft land he faw was rocky and barren. 
Accordingly, he called is Helleland, or Reckland. Upon this 
he came toa low land, with a fandy bottom, which, however, 
was over-grown with wood; on which account he named it 
Markland, or Woodyland. Two days after this he faw land 
again, and an ifland lying before the northern coaft of ‘it. 
Here was’a river, up which they failed. The bufhes on the 
banks of it bore fweet berries ; the temperature of the air was 
mild, the foil fertile, and the river well ftored with fifh, and 
particularly with very fine falmon. At laft they cametoa lake, 
from which the river took its rife. Here they determined to 
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pafs the winter, which-they accordingly did ; and in the fhorteft 
winter day faw the dum eight hours above the horizon: this 
therefore fuppofes that» the longeft day (exclufive-of dawn 
and twilight) muft bave beea fixteen hours long. Hence again 
it follows, that this place being in the forty-njnth degree of 
north latitude, in a-fouth-weilterly direction from Old Green- 
land, mutt either be. the river Gander, or the Bay of Exploits 
in Newfoundland, or elfe fome place on the northern coaf of 
the Galf ‘of, Sr. Lawrence. Here they erected feveral huts ; 
and they one day found in the thickets a German of the name 
of Tyrker; who had been mifling, making himfelf very happy 
at having found grapes, from which he told them, in his coun- 
try they afed to make wine. Leif having, tafted them, from 
this circumitance, which appeared to hiat very remarkable, 
called the country Winland dat Gode; i. e. the Good Wine- 
country.’ 


This country evidently enjoyed a milder climate than the 
northerw parts of America do at prefent; but the facts are, on 
the whole, well eftablifhed in various authors; and we muf 
allow, that probably fome parts of the American coaft were 
feet by the Normans five hundred. years before the reputed 
difcovery. 

The next part of our author’s Hiftory contains the Travels 
of the Italians; bat, as thefe confilt.of the adventures of par- 
ticular voyagers, we fhall, at this part, fintt our article, and 
again refume the account.of Mr. Forfler’s careful compilation 
in a fature Number. 





Letters on Egypt. By Mr. Savary. Illuftrated. with Maps. In 
Lavo Volumes. 8ve. 145, in Boards, Robinfons. 


YO literary work affords fo fignal a proof how much de- 
{cription may be enlivened, and narrative rendered in-, 
terefting, by the genius and abilities of the author, as that 
now before us. With all the ardour of enquiry, with all 
the difcernment of a penetrating underftanding, M. Savary 
is farther endowed with the moft delicate fenfibility, and that 
noble fire of enthufiafm, which kindles at the rains of ‘an- 
cient grandeur, and charms the imagination withthe profjee. 
Numerous are the travellers who have vifited Egypt, with 
the view of examining its antiquities: they all feem to’have 
been induftrious in the execution of their plan ; but their 
‘merit, we moft acknowlege, appears extremely diminutive 
when compared with that of the prefent author, in refpect to 
the qualifications of a writer, as well as of a traveller. In M. 
Savary’s de{criptions we recognize the characters of a beau- 
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tiful and accurate delineator ; his remarks are thofe of a ju- 
-dicious obferver, ‘exercifed in. reflection ; and his various re- 
citals,; whether relative to the arts, the manners, the cuftoms, 
or the government of Egypt, difplay a juftnefs of fentiment, 
an extent of knowlege, and an animation of ftyle, which muft 

lace the ingenious author in the moft diftingnithed rank of 
philofophical travellers. In a word, M. Savary gives not only 
the moft fatisfactory account of the prefent fate of Egypt, 
but by his unwearied. refearches into the monuments of this 
celebrated country, illuftrated by the narrative of ancients 
writers, he prefents us with fuch a view, likewife, of its con- 
dition in extremely remote times, as never before was’exhibited 
to the world. By the remaining ruins which he defcribes, 
and by the auxiliary light of hiftorical refearches, he leads the 
imagination into fcenes which have been clofed for thonfands 
of years; and amidft fphinxes, and pyramids, and temples, 
and ancient wonders,: the reader is almoft induced to imagine 
that he treads upon claflic ground. 

This valuable work is written in the form of Letters, :the 
firft of which contains a general Defcription of Egypt, and of 
‘the Changes which it has undergone from the moft. remote 
‘Antiquity to the prefent Time. In this Letter we find a di- 
ftinét account of the topography of the country, and a detail 
of the labours of the ancient kings in confining the: channel 
of the Nile, with the original formation of the Delta, and 
_its gradual enlargement. We find, that in the time of Moeris, 

who lived five hundred years before the Trojan war, the Delta 
appeared in its infancy. An inundation of the Nile, eight 
cubits in height, was then fufficient to overflow this diftri& 
from one extremity tothe other. At prefent, eighteen cubits 
is reputed the meafure of abundance; but the Nile fometimes 
‘rifes to two-and-twenty cubits. During our author’s ftay in 
Egypt, he twice made the tour of the Delta, in the time of 
the inundation ; but the river did not overflow the lands, ex- 
cept in the lower parts, wnere the dykes were pierced, for the 
purpofe of ‘watering the plantations of rice. It would there- 
fore feem, that in the fpace of three thoufand two hundred 
and eighty-four years, the Delta has been elevated fourteen 
cubits. ‘This phenomenon ‘is owing chiefly to the mud accu- 
mulated by the annual inundation, in the courfe of fo many 
years. | 

Letter IJ. prefents us with a Defcription of Alexandria, 

ancient and modern, and of its Antiquities, and three Ports; 
with an Account of the various Revolutions it has experienced 
in falling fucceilively under the Dominion of the Ptolemies, 
the Rodiars, the Grecks, the Arabs, and the Ottomans, ‘This 
de- 
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defcription is accompanied with a topographical chart of the 
cityand its environs, delineating both its former and prefent 
ftate. 

Our author obferves, that Homer reprefents the Ifle of 
Pharos as at the diitance of a day’s navigation from the coaft 
of Egypt, becaufe Lake Mareotis then joined the fea, and 
formed a gulf there. In the fpace of five hundred years 
from the time of the- poet to the foundation of Alexandria, 
canals were cut in Lower Egypt ; Lake Mareotis, which was 
the receptacle of the waters of Thebais, retreated a little, 
and the tongue of land, on which Alexander built this city, 
appeared. When Cefar, Strabo, and Diodorus Siculus wrote, 
it wafhed the walls. In the time of the Arabs, it was already 
half a league from it. Under the deftrudtive empire of the 
Ottomans, it has totally difappeared. From thefe circum- 
ftances M. Savary jaftly remarks, that a traveller who fhould 
fee this part of Egypt in our days, and had only read Homer, 
would be apt to fay with madame Dacier, Pope, and other 
learned perfons, that his defcription of Pharos is a mere {port 
of the imagination. Such are the changes which happen on 
the farface of the globe, efpecially in maritime parts, during 
a long revolution of ages! 

Dr. Pococke is of opinion, that the two obelitks, vulgarly 
called Cleopatra’s Needles, were placed before the Temple of 
Neptune. But M, Savary thinks this conjecture improbable ; 
for the Temple was near Port Eunoftus, from which thefe 
obelifks are diftant half a league, near the promontory of Lo- 
chias, the {pot affigned by Strabo for the palace. 

A pillar of red granite, fituated at a quarter of a league 
from the fouthern gate of Alexandria, has much engaged the 
attention of travellers The capital is Corinthian, ath palm 
leaves, and not indented. It i nine feet high. he fhaft 
and the upper member of the bafe are of one piece, of ninety 
feet long, and nine in diameter. “(he bafe is a fquare of about 
fifteen feet on each fide, This block of marble, fixty feet in 
circumference, refts on two layers of ftoné bound together 
with lead, which, however, has not prevented the Arabs from 
forcing out feveral of them to fearch for'an imaginary treafure. 
The whole column is one hundred and fourteen feet high. Ic 
is perfectly well polifhed, and only a little fhivered on the 
eaitern fide. Whilft learned men and travellers have made 
many fruitlefs attempts to difcover in honour of what prince 
it was erected, the beft informed, as our author obferves, have 
concluded that it could not be in honour of Pompey, fince 
neither Strabo nor Diodorus has mentioned it. ‘They have, 
therefore, remained in doubt; but M. Savary thinks that 
J: 2 Abulfeda 
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Abulfeda could have extri¢ated them from it. That writer 
calls it the ot of Severus; and his authority appears°to 
be well founded ; for this emperor, it 1s known, vifited Egypt, 
gave a fenate to Alexandria, and deferved well of \its: imha- 
bitants. The lovers of antiquarian knowlege cannot but'con- 
fider themfelves as under obligations to M. Savary, for‘elaci- 
‘dating this dubious point by the authority of an Arabian 
writer, with whom very few are acquainted, Concerning fo 
majeftic a monument, perhaps traditionary accounts may have 
tranfmitted this information to the times of Abulfeda; or we 
may fuppofe, what is not improbable, that this circumflance 
was mentioned by fome more ancient writer, from whom it 
has been copied by the Arabian. 

Letter {1I. defcribes the Route from Alexandria to Rofetta, 
acrofs the Defart. ‘The author prefents us with a defcription 
of Aboukir, anciently Canopus, a town which derives its name 
from the pilot of Menelaus, who died there. This place was 
famous for the temple of Sefapis; to which people reforted 
from all quarters, for pleafure more than for religion. On 
‘perufing the account of the defart, as defcribed by M. Savary, 
owe cannot but acknowlege, that no fmall praife is due to the 
traveller who has the refolution to crofs that inhofpitable 
‘region in the purfuits of literature, and for the gratification 
‘of curiofity. 

‘ After paffing the ferry of Madié, fays he, the traveller 
finds a caravanfary, the only afylum againit the extreme heats 
sof a barning fky, in a journey of fourteen leaguése Beyond 
that is a barren plain, where the eye perceives neither tree, nor 
Shrub, nor verdure. The fight 1 is fatigued by a torrent of light; 
the fkin is-byrnt by the ardour of the fun. Eleven columns, 
placed at different diftances, ferve as a dire€tion for the traveller 
acrofs the defart, wherein the wind drives before it the hillocks 
of fand, like the waves of the ocean. Unfortunate he whois 
furprifed by a whirlwind at noon, in the middle of that foli- 
tude! If he has nota tent in which he can take fhelter, he is 
attacked by torrents of burning duft, which, filling his eyes 
and his mouth, deprive hin of refpiration and of life. The 
‘moft prudent method is, to make this journey by night; at 
break of day the traveller difcovers the palm-trees and the fy- 
camores, which crown. the banks of the Nile, and he arrives 
‘at Rofetta, bathed in fweat and dew.’ 


If any thing can compenfate the drearinefs of this journey, 
it is the beautiful environs of Rofetta, which are next elegantly 
defcribed by our author, | 

Letter IV. contains an Account of Rofetta, its Origin, 
‘Commerce; Inhabitants, and,Gardens ; and of the Proceffion 


of the Pfylli, or the Eaters of Serpents. For the gratification 
of 
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of our readers we fhall prefent, them with an account of this 
{pectacle, | : 


* Taft week was celebrated the feaft of Sidi Ibrahim, which 
drew a vaft concourfe of people to Rofetta. A Turk permitted 
me-to come to his houfe to fee the proceffion. Seated at the: 
window, | obferved attentively this new fpectacle. The dif- 
ferent bodies of artizans gravely marched along under their re- 
{fpective banners. The ftandard of Mahomet, which was car- 
ried in triumph, attracted a vaft crowd. Every body was de- 
firous of touching, of kiffing it, of putting it to his eyes. Such 
as were fortunate enough to partake of that favour, returned 
contented. The tumult was incefflantly renewed. At length 
came the cheiks (the priefts of the country), wearing long caps 
of leather, in the form of a mitre. They marched-with folemn 
fteps; chaunting the Coran. A few paces behind them, I per- 
ceived a band of madmen, with.their arms bare, and a wild 
look, holding in their hands enormous ferpents, which were 
twifted round their bodies, and were endeavouring to make 
their efcape. Thefe pfylli, griping them forcibly by the neck, 
avoided their bite, and notwithitanding their hiffing, tore them 
with their teeth, and ate them up alive, the blood flreamin 
down from their polluted mouths. Others of the pfylli were 

riving to tear from them their prey; it was a ftruggle who 
fhould devour a ferpent. 

‘The populace followed them with amazement, and believed 
it to be a miracle. They pafs for perfons infpired, and pofleffed 
by a fpirit who deftroys the. effect of the bite of the ferpent. 
This defcription, which I give you after nature, at firft fright- 
ened me, and then made me reflect on man, that ftrange being, 
for whom poifon becomes food; that credulous being, whofe 
eyes are not opened by the fpectacle renewed every year; and 
who in the blindnefs of his ignorance, is ready to worfhip as a 
God, his fellow-creature who has the art to impofe on his un- 
derftanding. You fee, fir, thofe ancient ufages are not loft m 
a country where cuftom, that imperious tyrant of the world, 
has peculiarly eftablifhed her throne, and her altars.’ 


Letter V. defcribes the Journey from. Rofetta to Boulac. 
This narrative is accompanied with Obfervations on the Man- 
ner of navigating the Nile; the Canals which are detached 
from it; the Towns, Villages, and Hamlets on their Banks ; 
the Cultivation of the Lands, their Produétions, and: the 
Cuftoms of the Inhabitants. On account of the picturefque 
f{cenes defcribed in this Letter, in the ufual lively manner of 
M. Savary, we fhall lay before our readers an extra from his 
agreeable voyage on the Nile. 


‘ The northerly wind, always favourable to our wifhes, has 
haftened the dawn ; the failors have f{pread the fail. We over- 
come with eafe the rapidity of the current. We have paffed 
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feveral low iflands almoffundeér water, and fome hamléts, thae 
we perceive through clumps of verdure. We are five miles from 
Faoitié, oppofite the mouth of the canal formed: by Alexander, 
and which the negligence of the Turks has fuffered to be partly 
choaked up. Following ‘its eourfe; iat four leagues within the 
country is the fmall town of Damanhour, inhabited by Copti 
and Mahometans. It is the Hermopolis parva of Ptolemy. 
Strabo places it‘on the river, but by that ‘muft be underflood 
the canal of Alexandria. Abulfeda has marked its fituation 
well. The neighbouring country produces a great deal of flax, 
corn, barley, and cotton, which is an annual plant. VON 
* As we advance, we perceive a multitude‘of boats going up 
the river under fail ; others that go down, and drive with the. 
ftream. The mariners amufe themfelves with their rough aud 
noify mufic. They mix their hoarfe voices with the found of 
the tambour de bafque, and of the wild flute made of reeds. 
Thefe concerts do not charm the ear; but the joy they infpire 
reaches the foul of thofe who hear them. Droves of oxen low 
in the meadows. The peafants, difperfed over the plain, are 
watering their crops. The girls defcend from their villages to. 
wath their linen, and draw water. They are al] at their toilet. 
Their pitchers and their clothes are on the bank. They rub 
their bodies with the mud of the Nile, plunge into the rivér, 
and {port amongift the waves. Several of them are now fwim+ 
thing dtound ‘our boat, crying out ia fidi at maidi, feignior, 
give us a medin. They fwim with agreat deal of grace. Their 
hair flows in treffes on their fhoulders. Their fkin is very brown 
and fwarthy, bat they are in general well made. The facility 
with which they bear up agajnit the rapidity of the current, 
proves what ftrength and fupplenefs the moft delicate perfons 
may atquire by exercife. So after wafhing her garments, was 
the beautifal Nauficaa, bathing herfelf with her companions, 
when Ulyffés appeared quite nakéd before them.’ .The wind 
frefhens; our bark cuts the water with rapidity. The courfe 
of the Nile is very crooked,-and every elbow prefents us a freth 
Jand{cape. Here appears a village which lofes itfelf in the ho- 
tizon; there itands a large burgh with its mofque, near to a 
wood of ade ess: On every fide we difcover pigeon-houfes 
of a pyramidal form, where innumerable flights of ‘pigeoris 
are collected. Fed in thefe fertile plains, their Meth is fat and 
of a deliciéus flavour; they only coft three triedin’ (or ‘two- 
pence farthing Englifh) the couple. The Egyptians mantré 
With their dong the ground wherein they plant their water- 
ihelone. “Night approathes. Thé Nile is filled with pirates, 
who attack the boats ufder cover of the darknefs, cut off the 
heads of the paffengers who are off their guard, and rob them 
of their effecis. We have caft anchor near a little hamlet. The 
taptain has collected his crew, and is very gravely recounting 
to them many wonderful tales. His audietce fittin® round, fs 
lifteniing to him with the greateft attention. 
re 5 ¢ From 
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steed geet by o* Enom on beard, the ath: OXober, 

* We-have.pafled the night, between a, little ifland and. the, 
mouth of the canal of Menouf, .,This.canal comes out of the, 
branch, of; Damietta, and rans into that of Rofetta; Mrerfect- 
ing the, Delta.in.an, oblique direction, It is ffteén leagues 
long, very wide, and is navigable for boats three months of 
the year. At four leagues -from its mouth is the pleafant town 
of Menouf, the capital.of the province of that name, and the 
refidence of a bey. .It is fituated in the midft of rich fields 
fown) with corn, beans, bamier, and dourra, and fhaded by 
groves of tamarind and date-trees, inhabited by vaft numbers 
of. turtle-doves, which, never hearing the terrifying noife of 
powder, are as tame as domeftic pigeons. 

‘ From fun-rife the north wind had filled our fails. We pafs 
between iflands on which the grajfs is very high, and where 
they are driving the buffaloes to pafture. A fhepherd feated on 
the neck of the foremoft of the drove, defcends into the rIVery 
{macks his whip, .and leads-the way, ‘The whole drove follow 
in a row, lowing as they {wim along to their pafture, and dif- 
charging out the water froin their wide noftrils. Thefe animals 
live in the Nile during the heats; they plungé up to the fhould- 
ers,-and feed on vender grafs that grows along the banks. 

‘ Behind a wood of date-trees and fycamores, which tere 
minates our profpect to the fouthward, arife the lofty minarets 
of Terrané. This fmall town, fituated on the weftern bank of 
the Nile, is only eight leagues from the monaftery of St. Ma- 
caire. The natroun, which the Egyptians make great ufe of, 
is brought thither from two lakes. A few miles higher, is the 
little harbour of Ouardan, under the fhade of the palm-trees, 
where. father Sicard burnt heaps of ancient manufcripts which 
were fhut up in a pigeon-houfe, under pretence that they were 
books of magice Thus does blind fanaticifm deftroy, in a 
moment, the treafures of whole ages! The fun has run half 
his courfe ; we have left Ouardan on aur, night; if the wind 
holds we fhall be this evening at Boulac. _ 

‘Before all the villages we pafs, the children of both fexes 
are exercifing themfelves in fwimming. They cover their bodies 
with mud, plunge into the water, return to the bank, and 
again throw themfelves into it. Swimming ts a pleafure which 
neceflity has made a law for them. All Egypt in fact is inter- 
fected by wide.and deep canals, which are full of water in the 
time.of the inundation. It is often neceflary to crofs feveral] 
of thefe, to go from.one village to another. On thefe occafions 
.men and women throw off their fhirts and drawers, and, mak- 
ing-a diadem.of them round their heads, {wim over the river. 
But what would furprife an European, .is to fee the, Egyptian 
women, who, under thefe circumitances, preferte only a {mall 
piece of linen to cover themfelves, put it on their faces. A 
Tark would find no difficulty-in explaining this phenomenon.’ 
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“Letter VI. contains a Deferiptioh of Grand Cairo,’ the 
capital of Egypt ; with Refearchés concerning its Origin, ac- 
cording to the Authority of the mof eminent Arabian Writers. 
This city, until the fifteenth cetitify, was one of the ‘richeft 
and moft flourifhing capitals inthe world. It was ‘the ‘em- 
porium of Europe and of Afia. But the diftovery of the ~ 
Cape of Good Hope, and the conqueft of the Ottomans, 
have greatly diminifhed its importance. 

Letter VII.. recites the. Foundation of Foftat by Amrou 
Ebn.Elaas.. This town is commonly called Otd Cairo, and 
has been the fubject of much enquiry amongft the. learned. 
This Letter contains likewife a Defcription of the Town, ‘its 

Inhabitants, Antiquities, and ‘the ancient Canal which: ex- 
- terided to the Red-Sea; with a Refutation of the Authors 
who fuppofe this Place to be the ancient Babylon, founded by 
Semiramis. 

_ Jt may appear furprifing, that fach a mechanical expedient 
as the following fhould’be praétifed by the Arabs. 


« At the entrance of Old Cairo is an hexagonal building, 
.each fide of which is eighty feet, and one hundred high. A 
range of fleps, very eafy of afcent, permits the oxen to mount 
it, where they turn a wheel which raifes the water to the top. 
Five bafons receive, and pour it into an aqueduét, fupported 
by three hundred arches, which conveys it into a-refervoir. . 
From thence other oxen raife it by the means of frefh wheels, 
up to the palace.of the pachas. This. building is the work of 
the Arabs. They have formed it on the plan of that defcribed 
by Strabo, the ruins of which are between the citadel of Ba- 
aa and the Nile. All the difference 1 is, that the Mahometans 

make ufe of oxen inftead of men.’ 


Letter VIII. gives. an Account of the Extent .of Grand 
Cairo; a Defcription of the Streets, Squares, and Mofgues, 
and of the Palace of Salah Eddin, built upon an Eminence 
which.commands the Town, One of the moft curious monu- 
ments in the caftle,.is the celebrated well of Jofeph, hewn 
out of the rock. It is two hundred and eighty feet deep, by 
forty-two in circumference. 

Letter IX. affords: a Defcription of Boulac, the Port of 
Grand Cairo, its Magazines, Environs, and the Gardens of 
Hellé; with a curious Account of the Mekias, otherwife 
named the Nilometer, placed at the Point of the beautiful Ifle 
of Raouda, which is covered with delightful Groves. The old 
caitle of Hellé is the refidence of the pacha, the grand feignior’s 
viceroy, who, though received at this place by the beys with 
ail the exterior marks of refpec&t, remains ever after the pri- 
fones and flave of that selpaitic ariftocracy.. The enclofures 
’ ‘ sound 
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nound Helle, are defcribed by,our author. as_ extremely beau- 
tiful, 

‘In the environs: of Hellé. are fpacious enclofures, where 
orange, lemon,.and pomegranate-trees, grow very high and 
very, bufhy, Their;interwoven branches form delightful bow- 
ers, over which the fycamores and palms elevate their foliage of 
a deeper green, whilft rivulets purl through tufts of {weet bafil 
and of rofes. I cannot exprefs to you how grateful it is, when 
the fky is inflamed with the burning heat of the dog-days, to 
breathe the frefh air under thefe enchanted fhades. It is a yo- 
Tuptuoufnefs more eafily felt than defcribed. The fragrance of 
the orange-flower, mixed with the delicious emanations from 
balfamic plants, fweetly: awaken the fenfes, benumbed with 
the heat, and circulate through the foul the moft agreeable 
denfations. It is often.dangerous for an European to walk in 
thefe groves, which are peopled by courtezans; and the jealous 
Turks would never pardon them a falfe ftep. One may with 
propriety apply to thefe barbarians this verfe of Virgil: 


‘* Ignofcenda quidem, fcirent 4 ignofcere manes.”’ 


Letter X. contains a Defcription"of Heliopolis, the ancient 
City of the Sun; of the State in which it was in the Time 
of Strabo ; the Obelifk of Granite, which ftill remains ; “the 
Balm of Mecca, tranfplanted thither by a Pacha; the freth 
Water Fountain named Matar Ain, held in great Veneration 
by the Coptis, who believe that the Holy Virgin and her Child 
vifited this place.’ Heliopolis had a temple to the fun,,, where 
a particular place was fet apart for the feeding: of ithe facred 
ox, which was there adored under the name of Mnevis;:as he 
was at Memphis, under that of Apis. But’ this was not the 
only temple admired at Heliopolis. ‘There was another re- 
markable one in the ancient Egyptian tafte, with avenues of 
{phinxes and fuperb obelifks before the principal entry. One 
of the obelifks built by Sochis is ftill ftanding on its pedeftal, 
It is compofed of a block of Thebaic-ftone, perfedly: well 
polifhed, and is fixty-eight feet high, without: reckoning its 
bafe, and about fix feet and a half wide oa each afpea, which 
are covered with hieroglyphics. ‘This obelifk is in good pre~- 
fervation, except on the fouth-weft fide, where the granite is 
{caled off to a certain elevation, ‘This ‘beautiful: monument, 
and a {phinx of a yellowifh marble, overfet in the mud, are 
the only remains of Heliopolis. 

‘It was chiefly at Heliopolis that Herodotus became ac- 
quainted with the fciences, and the Egyptian myfteries; As 
the truth of this hiftorian’s narrative has in many parts been 
gueftioned, we embrace with pleafure this opportunity of 
mentioning an acknowledgment made by our author; that, 
with refpet to Egypt, he 'Has*found in that country the very 
| manners 
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manners. and cuftoms which Herodotus, -has defcribed, -with: 


only.a few flight modifications, introduced; by the changes-of 


government and religion,, In regard to, the monuments of 
which, that celebrated ancient has given a defeription; M, Sa-~ 
vary informs us, what. fill remains of them fufficiently proves 
that. he has not exaggerated, and demonftrates the poflibility 
of what no longer exifts. 


Letter XI. prefents us with a Defcription of the warm Baths, . 


univerfally ufed in Egypt; the Manner of, bathing; the Be- 
nefits experienced from this. Praétice;. the Caftom of the 
Women, of bathing once or twice in the Week; and a Com~ 
parifon of thefe Baths with thofe of the ancient Greeks, 


* ‘The women, fays our author, are paffionately fond of thefe 
baths.» They frequent them ‘at leaft once a week, and take 
with.them flaves properly qualified for the purpofe.- More fen- 
foal than the men, after undergoing the ufual preparations, 
they wath their bodies, and above all, their heads, with rofe. 
water. It is there that female head-dreflers form their long 
black hair into trefles, which they mix with precious effences, 
inftead of powder and pomatum. It is there that they blacken 
the ‘edge of their eyelids, and lengthen their eyebrows with 
cohel. It is there they ftain the finger and toe nails with henné, 
which gives them'a golden colour. The linen and clothin 
they make ufe of are paffed through the fweet fteam of ‘the 
wood of aloes: When the work of the toilet is at an end, they 
yemain.in the outer apartment, and pafs the day in entertain- 
ments. Females entertain them with voluptuous fongs and 


-dances,. or tell them love tales. , 


*.The.days of ufing the bath are feftivals for the Egyptian 
women. ‘They deck themfelves out magnificently, and under 
the long veil and cloak that conceal them from the public eye, 
they wear the richeft ftuffs. As they undrefs before each other, 
their coquetry extends even to their drawers. In fummer they 
are made of embroidered muflin; in winter of ftuffs, of filk, 
and gold brocade. They are not acquainted with the ufe of 
ruffles and laces, ‘but their fhifts, made of filk and cotton, are 


-as Kght’and tranfparent as gauze. Their flowing robes are 


bound with rich girdles of the wool of cachemire. Two cre- 
fcents.of fine pearls {parkle on the black hair that covers their 
temples. The Indian handkerchiefs with which they crown 
their heads, are decorated with diamonds. Such are. the 
Georgian and Circaflian women, whom the Turks purchafe to 
make wives of them. Nothing can equal their cleanlinefs, and, 
as they walk, they are furrounded by a cloud of odours. If 
their luxury be not publicly difplayed, it greatly furpaffes that 
of the European women, in the interior of their houfes.’ 


Letter XII. gratifies us with a particular Account of the 
Egyptian Manner’ of living; the Food, Occupations, and 


Amufe- . 
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Amufements of the People; their Tafte and Morals; and the’ 
Manner in’ which- they reveive Vifitors: ‘According to our 
author's aecouait, the manvéf in which the Epyptians'reteive 
their gidefts,° refembles very much that of Achilles — che” 
Gtecianh deputies, as defcribed by: Homer. 

Letter XIII. contains an Account of the paternal Adetisatey 
ftill fubfifting in Egypt, fimilar to that’f the ancient Patri- 
archs 3 the Manneria whith a Father governs ‘his Children ; 
and ‘the great Refpe& which the Egyptians pay to old Age. 
Our author’s account of this fubjeét farther confirms the tefti.’ 
mony of Herodotus, who has particularly mentioned the ‘res 
fpect paid to old age by the ancient Egyptians. 

Letter XIV. affords an Account of the Almé, otherwife the 
Egyptian Improvifatrices ;: their Educationy Dances,’ Mafic ; 
and the extreme Defire which prevails ‘through the Country, 
of procuritig this 'Kited of Performers. Our timits will not 
permit us to mention paftieulars relative to this clafs of fe- 
males; but thé reader’s curiofity will be fafficiently ‘gratified 
by ofr author. We jhall only obferve, that the almé perform 
pantomime ballads, in which they reprefent the ufual Oc~ 
currences of life. The fupplenefs of their bodies is-Ineon- 
ceivable, and the indecency of their attitudes is often carried 
to excefs.__ 

Letter XV. prefents us with an Account of the private Life 
of the. Egyptian Wonten; their ‘Tafte, Mannefs, Employ 
nient, Djverfions 7 their Method of bringing up their Chial- 
dren ; with the Cuftom of lamenting at the ‘Tombs of their 
Parents, after covering them with Flowets, and the Branches 
of odoriferous Plants. | 

Letter XVI. contains the Account of an Intrigue which 
happened at Rofetta, between a European and a young Girl, 
a Native of Georgia. 

Letter XVII. defcribes the Journey. from Grand Cairo 'te 
Gizé, where the French Merchants have a Country Houfes 
the Route from Gizé to the Pyramids, with an exact Account 
of their Height, as defcribed both by ancient and modern 
Travellers. It is fhewn that the great pyramid “is at prefent 
fixhundred feet high; but that in the time of Herodotus, 
when the fand was not accumulated round its bafe, it meafured 
almoft eight hundred feet perpendicular. 

Letter XVIII, contains Remarks on the interior Strudture 
of the great Pyramid, its Apartments, the. Means employed 
by the Architetts to thut it, and render it inacceflibles ‘with 
the Method now afed of procuring Admittance, To this 
Letter is fabjoined a chart, ‘with Notés, and Refleftions, 
which 
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which render this the moft.complete and fatisfactory account 
of the Egyptian pyramids hitherto delivered. 

Letter XIX. gives a Defcription of the other Preemiding : 
the adjacent Country; the Grotto of Santo; ‘the great 
Sphinx, with an Account of its Mythology, and the Return 
to Giza. 

Letter XX. prefents us with a Defcription of Giza, the 
ancient Suburb of Foftat; a charming View. of the Nile, the 
Hiland of Raouda, Old Cairo, and the Boats which are con- 
fiantly pafling along the River; with an Account of the Ma- 
nufa@ure of Sal Ammoniac. M. Savary refutes, in a fatis- 
factory manner, the authors who fuppofe Giza to be the fame 
with Memphis. 

Letter XXI. is occupied with an Inquiry into the true Situ 
ation of ancient Memphis, confirmed by the Teftimony of 
Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and the Arabian Writers. A De- 
fcription of the City as it was in the Time of Herodotus, and 
Diodorus Siculus ; its Temples, Palaces, and Lakes. The 
Ruins. which are now to be feen in the Neighbourhood of 
the Village of Menph, the fmall Remains of the ancient 
Memphis. } 

ee dy [To be continued. | 





A Fragment on Shakfpeare, extrathed from Advice to a young Poet, 
By the Rev. Martin Sherlock. Tranflated from the fr enchs 
Svo.-15e Robinfons. 


@)U2 readers are already acquainted with Mr. Sherlock, whe 
publifhes in French at Paris, in Italian at Rome, and in En- 
lith at London ; who, with a happy fluency, often exprefies, in 
friking language, the brilliant effufions of a cultivated mind ; 
who can rife to the top of the fcale, at the moment when he is 
ing to fink in trifling remarks, founding nothings, or inef- 
Feat ual humour. Such is Mr. Sherlock, always unequal, fre- 
uently in error; but brilliant, lively, entertaining, and in- 
fradtive. This fragment is the fhadow of a fhade : it is tranf- 
Jated from the French, which was taken from the Etalian work, 
entitled Configlio ad un Giovane Poeta, Advice to a young 
Poet. Mr. Sherlock has, however, found a congenial foul in his 
tranflator’s. _ His fpirit isnot evaporated: this little Fragment 
is as much his own, as if he had this moment tranfcribed_ it 
with his own ni, from the recollectien of thofe ideas which 
dictated the Advice. 
Mr, Sherlock is an idolater of Shak{peare, and with reafon ; 
for he feels, with the acuteft fenfibility, his beauties, and ex- 
slit his feelings with ardour. ‘The tinfel of the critic thows 
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the folid ore’ of ‘the poet to-advantage® in other words, Shak= 
{peare’s great forte is expreffive'ftrength; Mr. Sherlock’s, flowery 
brilliancy. Couldsan idolater with fora happier foil to deto- 
rate his divinity? 

The French tranflator intended to have dreffed the whole of 
the Italian pamphlet in his own garb, but he found copious ex- 
tracts had been made from it by the author, in his fucceflive 
volumes of Letters. Perhaps the Englifh editor, for the fame 
reafons, confined his verfion to what had been felected by the 
French tranflator. The Fragment on Shakfpeare is accompa- 
nied by fome mifcellaneous remarks on dramatic writers, and 
critics from the fame work, which are not found in any other; 
but the latter are inferted in the preface. The two paflages of 
Shakfpeare which engage Mr. Sherlock’s attention, are. the 
fpeech of Anthony over the body of Cafar, and Coriolanus’s 
reply to the infult of Tullus after his retura to Antium, 
The beauties of each are pointed out at fuflficient length. Mr. 
Sherlock, however, is a little inconfiftent. In one paflage of 
the preface he denies that Shak{peare had tafte: in the frag- 
ment he allows him tafte; but fuppofes that, with a view. to 
his emolument, he neglected its employment in correcting and 
polithing, fince his audience were incapable of perceiving the 
beauties of more finifhed compofitions. In faét, the difpute is 
a trifling one: tafte is an artificial refinement, introduced after 
a language has been in fome degree polifhed; but in Shak- 
{peare’s time, our language and our manners had only the ro- 
bufter graces of youth, rifing to a more finifhed ttate. . As’a 
fpecimen, we fhall leave Shakfpeare, and felect Mr. Sherloek’s 
remarks on Longinus. They are equally animated and juft: 
as ufual alfo, they are greatly exaggerated; but Mr. Sherlock 
is apt to make his favourites giddy by elevating them! top 
high. . 

© This matchlefs writer at once gives the precept and ex- 
ample. He read with enthufiafm, he wrote with enthufiafm, 
and he conveys enthufiafm into the foul of his reader. Other 
critics will make you fee the beauties of a poet; he makes you 
feel them: he does not demonitrate, he does not perfuade, he 
entrances, he elevates, and, like the fublime which he faints, 
he fubdues the foul, and tranfports it whither he pleafes. Woe 
to the reader, who, while he reads Longinus, can ftop to judge 
him ! But afterwards, when in cool blood he analyfes his ideas, 
he there difcovers the refined and exquifite touch of Horace, 
the fure and folid judgment of Boileau, the vigour and fenfibi- 
lity of the citizen of Geneva. Such are his leading features. 
Some one ‘has well entitled his,"The Book of Gold. It is the 
mott valuable of all the treatifes that are in being. It has only 
one fault, that of being too fhort. Learn him, therefore, by 
heart, all ye Mzcenafes and poets.—Hic murus abeneus efto! 
Learn him alfo, ye who endeavour ‘to read with fentiment and 
feeling, 
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feeling, and, if I may fo fay, with judgment. Ye admirers of 
Danté and Ariofto, read him not+ \Longinus, the Homer of 
gritics, is all good fenfe; he will break your idols... Aclover of 
truth, and of bold but judicious fallies, he fuffers not. the {tarts 
‘of adifordered imagination.. But.this great.man, who would 
have condemned to the flames that , 

| ‘§ Monfirum borrendum, informe, ingens,” .... 
the Divina-Comedia, would have read fome of. its verfes with 
tranfport. On perufing the canto of count Ugolino, the fenti- 
mental foul of Longinus would have exclaimed,.‘ Homer has 
nothing fo fablime ;’ and his infallible judgment would after- 
wards hai confirmed the decree. When I ftyled Longinus a 
great man, it was with reafon, To fuperior talents he added an 
‘elevated heart. He was a man of learning, and at once pof- 
feffed (what are very feldom united) genius and tafte. As a 
dtatefman, ‘he maintained with a noble fpirit the glory of his 
queen. To the enlightened underitanding of a philofopher he 
added ‘the conftancy of a hero; and, if he. had not compofed 
his divine treatife, his death alone would have immortalized 
him; a death as glorious to him as it was infamous to Zeno- 
bia and Aurelian ! 


~ 





The Theological Repofitory, confifting of Original. Effays, Hints, 


Queries, Fe. calculated to promote Religious Knowledge. Vol. 
iV. * 8v0. 6s. 6d. ia Boards. —johnfon. 


‘ is, fays Dr. Prieflley (the editor), in the Introdu&ion 
* to this Volume, with peculiar fatisfaction that I refume 
the publication of this Theological Repofitory, as it was with 


much xeluctaace that, for want of fufficient encouragement, I 


fubmitted to the difcontinuation of jt, in the year 1778. 
While it was open, it was certainly of great ufe for the pur- 


pofe of the free difcuffion of feveral queftions of great import- 


ance in theology, and was the means of bringing before the 
public many valuable illuftrations of fcripture, which would 


“otherwife never have.feen the light. { hope that the work will 


be no lefs. ufeful, or lefs acceptable to the friends. of free en- 
quiry, now that itis revived. There are many new topics of 
great importance fiill before us, and the fpirit of free enquiry 
is likewife much increafed fince the time of the former publi- 
cation ; fo that there is.every reafon to hope that it will :be 
refumed with better aufpices than thofe under. which it was 
firtt taken up. A trial, however, will be made; and if only 
another volume be added. to the former three, the friends of 


_treuth will have fome reafon to be thankful.’ 





* Sec Crit.iRev. vol. xxxvii. p. 221. 
After 
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After taking notice. of the perfect) freedom and impartiality 
with which, he doubts not; thes public have given him the 
credit of condu€timg "this work, he fays: * Left auy perfonss 
fhowld imagine that “this work is now revived by way Of oppo- 
fition to the fociety for promoting the knowlege of: the fcrip- 
tures, who publifh a work in occafional numbers; entitled, 
Commentaries, and Effays, &c. I will inform them, that Tf 
am‘one of that fociéty, and ‘a fincere well-wither to its fuc- 
céfs'; and had it been thotght advifeable to enlarge the plan 
of that work, fo’ as to admit papers, the object -of which 
might be not merely the illuftration of fcripture, but the pro- 
moting Of religious ‘knowlege in’ general, and efpecially fuch 
as might lead to controverfy, this work would not have been 
refumed, But it was thought that both the publications might 
have their feparate ufes, and go on with advantage together; 
that being confined to the illuftration of the feriptures, imthe 
analytic ‘method explained ‘in their introdution, and rdis ad- 
mitting papers in defence of particular opinions, and Tikewife 
fuch as fhall have ‘for their‘obje& the clearing up of ‘difficulties 
in ecclefiaftical hiftory, the evidences of revelation, or any 
other fubje@ ‘that comes within the -general charaGter of reli- 
gious knowlege, without any particular view to the illuftration 
of the {criptures.’ 

The articles contained in this volume-are as follow: T. Ob- 
fervations on Infpiration.—I{i. Obfervations relating to the 
Infpiration of Mofes.—IIf. Of the Ifland on which the Apottie 
Paul was fhipwrecked.—IV. Obfervations on the Miffion of 
John the Baptift, in five articles. —'V. Remarks on Dr. 
lor’s Key to the Apoftolic Writings. —VI.’ A Query tetatint 
to the Rife of the Arian Do@rine.-—VIT. A conjectural Emen- 
dation of Exodus, xxiil. 23.—VIIT. A Query relating to the 
Do@rine of Plato, concerning the Divine Effence.—IX. OF 
the Doftrine of Plato concerning God, and the general Syf- 
‘tem of Nature.—X. Obfervations on the Prophets of the Old 
‘Teftament.— XI. ‘Remarks on fome of the preceding A?- 
ticles. —- XII. Thoughts on the Demonidcal Poffeffions of 
the New Teftament—XIHI. An Illuftration of Hebrews,’ tx. 
16, 17.—XIV.-A ‘Defence of the Arian Hypothefis.—XV, 
Animadverfions on’the Preface to the new Edition of Ben 
Mordecai’s Letters—XVI. A Propofal for correfting the En- 
glith Tranflation of the Scriptures.~—XVIT. Obfervations ‘on 
the Infpiration ‘of the Apoftles.\—X VIII. Corre&tions in the 
Tranflation of Rom. 1. XTX. A Poftfcript ‘in ‘Reply to Ne- 
piodidafcalos—-XX. An Explanation of fome Paflages in 
Mark’s Gofpel.—X XI. Ilhuitrations of certain Paflages of 
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Scripture, —XXII. Obfervations on the Jniraculous Conce " 
tion. —XXIH. ‘The Hiftory of the“Afian “Contraverly, — 
XXIV. An Attempt ‘to fhew'that the “Atiahs are not’ “Oni- 
tarians.i-— XXV. An /Iiufration: of : JobaOvi. i269! 274) Pe 
John \viii, 58. —XXVI.. A Query concernifg the :fetére St 
—-XXVII. An Illuftration of the: Promife made, to-Abraham: 
—XXVIIL..An Argument againit the'Reafoning found inthe 
Scriptures. being. infpired.——XXIX..Socinians: ngt the. only 
Wnitarians. — XXX. OF the Ufe of: the::Greek: Acticle..+ 
XXXL:.A View.of the .Principles of the: later Platoniftss+ 
X%XXH. OF the Platonifm of Philo.— XX XIE. Obfervations 
on the Apoftelical or Jerufalem Decree. +XXXIV. Obferva- 
tions on, the Infpiration of Chrift.—XXXV, Obfervations on 
the-Prophecy concerning Shiloh.—XXXVIL..Of the Pre-exit, 
ence of, the. Mefliah.—XXX VII. Obfervations on the Intro 
duction to. Matthew’s Gofpel.’ 

« With regard to. the fecond of the above: articles, .om. he 
Inf iration. of .Mofes, we. would afk, if all the falfitiessand 
pbGardscies fuppofed to exift in his: Cofmogony be .admittedy 
Row will the author of this paper reconcile to God’s wifdom 
and. trath;: the idea of.chufing to infpire fuch a «perfonyas - 
Mofes, and of fuffering him to mingle: infpiration::with 
tables b | (2A 

a{This query; not to mention feveral: arguments againft this 
| eifay. at po 1235 4, §,- fhould be anfwered before the enol 
rothe -Cofmogony of .Mofes.can be allowed, 
~«!We obferve on: the third article; irelative to. the Ifland on 
which:St. Paul was fhipwrecked, that Bochart’s arguments for 
its being Malta; in oppofition to thofe:of Conkantine Rarphy- 
bopeneta, defended by Mr. Bryant, appear: fofficiently weil 
fupported to deferve the re-confideration of thofe who. think 
the ifland was Melite,-in the Adriatic. gulf, near. the coait of 
Illyricum. 

. The Obfervations on the Miffion of John a Baptift, 
which oceupy a confiderable fhare of this volume, are learned 
and ingenious ; and lefs cannot be-faid for feveral other ar- 
ticles, which we have not room to particularife. 

We hope the unbounded freedom of pudlic difcuffion which 
cakes place on many fubjects of great importance in this work, 
_ wader fuch. re{pectable encouragement as that of feveral per- 
Mons who take part in it, will be conftraed with no greater de- 
gree of latitude than they may candidly be fuppofed to have 
antended with refpect to. the mof important interefts of man- 
kind. 


Philofophicat 
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Rticle VI. Obfervations°on ‘the Affinities of Subftances 
=) in Spiriv of Wine. By John Elliot, M.D.—Dr, Elliot's 
object is tofhow; ‘that certain decompofitions will take place 
im {pirit of wine; which will not in water, or in the dry way. 
In-water, alkalis ;wilbonot feparate lime from expreffed oils; 
but in fpirit» of: wine, an alkaline foap will be- formed, and 
the calcareous ‘earth: will become mild. Sea-falt, added’ to 
diachylum, ‘produced, in fpirits of wine, an alkaline foap, 
anda muriated lead. .The author adds, very properly, that 
this is a philofophical experiment, and probably cannot be 
made-ufeful, on many accounts: at the fame time he fuggefts, 
that, fince in tables of elective attractions there is a divifiort; 
either as the decompofitions are effeéted in the dry ‘orin the 
moift way, fo the latter fhould be fubdivided, as they occur ih 
water and in fpirit.. This, however, is an innovation which 
may become inconvenient; for they may be as well dividéd 
into.as many portions:as there are compound liquids in whith 
experiments can be made, or as there are compofitions witch 
can influence them. 

Art. VII. An Account of fome minute Britith Shells, either 
not duly obferved, or totally unnoticed by Authors, By! the 
Rev. John Lightfoot, M, A. F. R.S.—The firkt of thefe is 
a‘ nautilus,’ ftyled, from its place of abode, * lacuftris.?’ Mr. 
Walker,'in his account of minute thells, noticed in our Fifty 
eighth Volume, ‘called it “helix lineata ;? but he had‘not de. 
feribed its chambered firucture, on which the generic diftin@ioa 
depends. The fecond:is without compartments, and is-ftyled 
‘ helix fontana.”. The third, from ‘the tharp-edged rings, 
‘which fyrround thé wreaths, and which are elongated-on the 
back of each wreath into a {pur of compreffed and very tender 
fpines, is called * helix fpinofula.? The mext is the ‘ tarko 
helicinus,’ denominated from its refemblance to a helix. The 
fifth and lait is of the genus patella, the * P. oblonga.’ Mr. 
Lightfoot concludes with remarking, that what are called gold 
fhells by the colleétors, which are broaght from the Weat 
Indies, are really coverings or cells of an “infect in its pupa 
ftate, moft probably of a fpecies of coccus, or cochineal, not 
hitherto defcribed. The coverings are not calcareous, but of 
a refinous kind. 

Art. X. An Account: of the Subfidence of the Ground 
near Folkftone, on the Coaft of Kent. By the Rev. John 
Lyon, M. A.—There was formerly publifhed a very extraor- 
dinary account of the motion of the ground near Folkftone, 
which has been often attributed to the efforts of a lively ima- 
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gination, founded on mifreprefentation. . In September of laf 
year, however, one hundred and thirty feet of the clift funk 
forty feet from the level: of the adjoining clift, and, by its 
preffure; is faid to have raifed fome little iflands near the 
fhore. ‘The gentleman engaged in the defcription. has not ex- 
plained the fubje& very fully, nor can it be eafily underftood 
‘without a plate, The foundation of the hills is faid to 
be. marle, which bas been wafhed away by. fubterraneous 
water; yet it will be obvious, that the ground below.the 
marle bears no more weight than. before, fo that a gradual 
fubfidence only cannot be fuppefed to raife: the little iflands in 
the neighbourhood. If the faét is fo, the ground muft have 
been formerly fupported on an arch of confiderable extent, 
and. the injury muit have been done to the abutments of that 
arch. 

This finking, from the fame caufe, is not uncommon; fe- 
veral inftances of it are mentioned in the Memoirs of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences for 1769 ; and a very ftrong one, 
in thé lait Supplement to Buffen’s Natural Hiftory. Mott of 
the calcareous hills reft on aclayey bafe; and we ftrongly ful- 
pec that, in the article before us, the marle fhonld be ftyled 
clay : thefe are gencrally moittened by rills trickling through 
the-mountain, and'require only to be expofed to the air, to 
produce greater devaftations than we have yet perceived of 
this kind. 

_ siArte XI. “Particulars relative to the Nature and Cuftoms 
ofthe. Indians of North America. By Richard M‘Caufland. 
_— This is one of the lefs important articles. “The firft ciz- 
cumftance felates to the beards of the North American In- 
dians. We already knew that they did not differ, in this re- 
fpect, from Europeans ; but that the appearance depended on 
theirs diligentiy plucking out the hair by the roots, or by 
 fhaving very clofely.. It was alfo well known, that there was 
more than one'fachem in each tribe, that the office was here- 
ditary in the female ‘line, and that a fachem of abilities might 
rife in. confequence'‘above the others, ‘The office of chief 
warriour, and the importance of women in their confultations, 
were explained very. exactly, if we miftake not, by captain 
Carver. We do not recolle& that the following cuftoms have 
been mentioned fo particularly as by this author. 


© Friendfhips feem to have been inftituted with a view to- 
wards ftrengthening the union between the feveral nations of 
the confederacy ; and hence friends are called the finews of the 
Six Nations. -An‘Indian has, therefore, generally one'or more 
friends:in each nation. Befides the attachment which {ubfits 
during the lifestime of the two. friends, whenever one of them 
happens tobe killed, it is incumbent oa the furvivor to replace 
7 him, 
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him, by prefenting to his family either’a fcalp, a prifoner, or 
a belt confiiting of fome thoufands of wampum; and this ¢¢- 
remony is performed by every friend of the deceafed. 

‘ The purpofe and foundation of war-parties, therefore, is 
in general, to procure a. prifoner or {calp to replace the friend 
or relation of the Indian who is the head of the patty. An 
Indian who wifhes to replace a friend or relation prefents a bel 
to his acquaintance, and as many as chufe to follow him accept 
this belt, and become his party. After this, itis of no confé- 
quence whether he goes on the expedition or remains at home 
(as it often happens that he is a child), he is ftill confidered as 
the head of the party. The belt he prefented to his party is 

returned fixed to the {calp or prifoner, and paffes: along with 
them to the friends of the perfon he replaces. Hence it hap- 
pens, that a war-party, returning with more {calps or prifoners 
than the original intention of the party required, will often 
give one of thefe fupernumerary {calps or prifoners to another 
war-party whom they meet going out; upon which this party, 
having fulfilled the purpofe of their expedition, will fometimes 
return without going to war.’ 


Art. XII. Abftract of a Regifter of the Wirsiaaii’. Ther- 
mometer, and Rain, at Lyndon in Rutland, 1785. By Tho» 
mas Barker, Efg. Alfo of the Rain at South“Lambeth, in 
Surrey ; and at Selbourn and Fyfield, Hampthire.s - By Tho- 
mas White, Efg. F. R. $.—This article affords nothing very 
remarkable except the quanuty of rain that fell at Selbourn, 
in Hampshire, during the laft year: it amounted to more than 
thirty-one inches. ‘From a comparifon of many different 
years, Mr. Barker thinks that for ‘ four fucceflive periods of 
tea years, the quantity of rain has been increafing: each 
time.’ 

Art. XIII, ‘An Account of Fixperiments made by Mr. John 
M‘Nab, at Henley-Houfe, Hudfon’s Bay, relating to freezing 
Mixtures. By Henry Cavendifh, Efq, F.R. S.—-Thefe Ex- 
periments are, in many refpects, curious and important, but 
we fufpect that they are imperfect ; at leaft they are durprifing, 
and fometimes inexplicable. Mr. Cavendifh explained, in a 
former paper, his. opinion of the caufe of cold, produced by 
mixing {now with different liquors. We gave fome account 
of that paper in our Fifty-eighth Volume, p. 336. In con- 
fequence of his,opinion,: that a greater.degree of cold might 
be produced than had been hitherto done, fome additional 
experiments were made by Mr. M‘Nab, at Henly-Houfe, 
about one hundred and thirty miles to the welt of Albany. 

In the produdtion of cold, by adding fpiritof nitre to {fnow, 
My. Cavendith fufpected that the cold was owing to the melt- 
ing of the fnow, and thonght that there was.a certain degree 
of cold.in which {pirit of nite would yield up its water, and 
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fuffer it to'freeze, without producing’ any additional cold. Tr 
fact; however, either the acid parts are ‘entangled in the fpi- 
Clad of ice, or the acid is attually congealed ; for’ the® parts 
unfrozen are only a little ftronger than the former acid; and 
by‘no means contain, exclufively, the falt.’! It°is remarkable 
that’ the acid contracts in freezing } its ice finks tothe bottom 
of the veffel ; that it bears a very great degree of cold, ‘far 
below its freezing point, before it congeals, but, in ¢ongela- 
tidn, ‘the heat increafes as in water, and in efcaping, brings 
it back to the ufuak ftandard. his evidently proceeds from 
the ftrong attraction it has for fpecific heat; and we find the 
influence of a little agitation in bringing on congelation; ‘more 
ftrikingly than in the experiments with water. The frozen 
acid is gritty: the ice is generally white, from the air con- 
tained between the fpicula ; when.more firmly concreted, it 
is tranfparent. 

Another faggeftion of Mr.. Cavendith was, that. the trong 
{pirits, aniting with the water of melting {now, firlt produced 
sheat ; and, if we may be allowed the: expreflion, much fri- 
gorific power was expended in bringing back the mixture to 
its former ftgte : the acid fhonld, therefore, be diluted fo far 
as no longer to produce heat by adding water. ‘This opinion 
was, in a great meafure, well founded, and the acid was di- 
Inted,, though, on the whole, not fufficiently to avoid entirely 
the inconvenience. Thermometers, filled with fpirits of wine 
and,oil-of faffafras, were alfo tried.; but it did, not appear, 
though there was fome irregularity in their contraction, in 
great degrees of cold, that it could influence the different ex- 
periments, or produce the appearances which profefior Braun 
defcribes, who télis us that, with a so Shn mixture, he has 
funk the oil thermometer to —124°, and the fpirit) one to 
—1438°. 

The different experiments are then defcribed at fome length, 
and the refults are included in the following table, where the 
ftrengths are meant to fhow the properhega weight of marble 
which they diflolve. 

} Freezing 


point. 


Dephlogifitcated fpirit of nitre, whofe 56) — 30° 
firength = 953} =. 19 
2437 SS of 
| 954) —— 37 3 
} 4411] — 1 £ 
Dephlogifticated fpirit of nitre, by diluting with faow, be- 
came yellowith, and then of a green or bluith hue; and the 
' addition of fnow. produced.heat,. till it arrived at the freezing 
point of the diluted acid, This point is much lefs cold than. 
when 
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Common fpirit of nitre, whofe frength = ; 











_ Philofophical Tranfadions. Vol. LXXVJ. Part I. 337 
wien they .are,more .dilpted, and much lefs fo. than, when 
they, are, not: diluted.;,fo, that.when they are diluted, to. the 
frength of eafiel freezing, they,are at.the Seat of eafielt freez 
ing. ./Thefe are fome of the yery unaccountable circumftances 
hefore! alluded to, which. we,.with to have. farther. examined. 
The} next:.experiments. we muit abridge, in Mr, Cavendith’s 
own. words. honor ‘ 

‘ From thefe experiments. it appears, that fpirit of nitre is 
Sabje&t,to, two, kinds ef congelation, which we may call the 
aqueous and. fpirituous ; ,as.in the firit it is chiefly, 1f not en- 
tirely, the watery, part which freezes, and in the latter the fpirit 
itfelf. Accordingly, when the fpirit is cooled to the point of 
aqueous congelation, it has no tendency to diffolve fnow and 
produce cold thereby, but, on the contrary, is difpofed to part 
with its dwn water; whereas its tendency to diffolve {now and 
produce cold, is‘by no means deftroyed by being cooled tothe 
pomt of fpirituous congelation, or even by being actually con- 
gealed; When theacid is exceflively dilute, the point of aqueous 
congeélation mast neceMfarily. be-very little below that of freezing 
waters when the firength,is.,21, it is at —17°, and at: the 
{trenpth.of ,243, it feems, from art. 16, to be at 344°%: Spirit 
of nitre, of the foregoing degrees of ftrength, 1s liable only 
to the aqueous congelation, and it is only in greater ftrengths 
that the {pirituous congelation can take place. This feems to 
be performed with the ‘leaft degree of cold, when the’ Rrength 
‘Is 4411, in which cafe the ‘freezing point is at —1°2. en 
the acid is either fironger‘or weaker, it requires a greater-de- 
gree of cold; and in both cafes: the frozen part feéms to ap- 
proach hearer to the ftrength of ,gra than theounfrozen part; 
it-cettainly does fo-when the ftrength is-gréater than ,411, and 
there is little doubt, but what it does fo. in the ether cafe. At 
athe ftrength of ,54 the point of {pirituous congelation is 31,°3, 
at 533 probably —45°+; at leaft one kind of congelation takes 
place.at that point, and there is little doubt but that it 4s of 
the {piritueus kind. In order to prefent this matter more at 
one view, I have added the following table of the freezing point 
of common fpirit of nitre, anfwering to different ftrengths. 





Strength. eet 
954) — 31°s 


411 | — 1 
138 | — 45 3 
9743 | —~ 44 ¢ : 

: IB - = + t aqueous congelation | 

* In trying the firft half of the dephlogifticated {pirit of nitre, 
the cold produced was — 44°4. The acid was fluid before the 
addition of the fnow, and-of the temperature of — 30°, ‘but 
‘froze on putting in the thermometer, and rofé to = 5°, ‘as’ 're- 
lated in-art 7. : ia : : 


} fpirituous congelations 





Aa * In 
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«In trying the fecond part, the acla’was about 0° before thé 
addition of the fhow, ‘and, therefore, had no difpolition to 
freeze. The cold prod ced Was 42°.” 

Oil uF vitriol having been expoled, ih the night, toa cold 
of —33°; in the morning, when the air was ‘at —15°, was 
found nearly of the fame témperature, and frozen to the con- 
fiftence of hog’s-lard. It was not completely melted till it 
had arifen to a témperatare of + 26°; but‘at + 10% fome of 
it could be decatited, and the feparated part did not differ in 
fpecific gravity or ftrength from the congealed patt:  Vitriolic 
ice alfo finks in the acid, and conttaéts in freezing. Ina cold 
_ of — 30, the beft ftrength of vitriolic acid, to produce cold, 
appears that of ,605; and this ftrength is rather lefs in great 


than in moderate cold weather. Different experiments: are | 
then, related, in which confiderable degrees .of, cold are .pro- 


duced: with fpirit of vitriol, and the circumftances are. ex- 
plained: very:properly, except fome which are: not eafily to:be 
accounted: for. On January the: firft, when the experiment 
was made in a large, jar, the fnow added quickly, ‘and the 
materials previouily cooled: very confiderably, the. cold pro- 
duced was'— 684. Yet, on February the fecond, with mote 
Attention to the previous cooling, the thermometer: funk. to 
— 782 , anid the mixture was then fluid. Mr. Cavendih attri- 
butes this great degree of cold, which has probably not. hi- 
therto. been equalled, to the previous conyelation: of the acid ; 
fo thas it.was the united cold, from thawing the acid, and the 
water.. “He thinks at not certain, that. the vitriolic\acid has 
any point of. eafieftyfreezing like the nitrous, and. that_the 
glacial acid owes its folid’form to fome other caufe than its 
firength + itis’ moft probably an ‘additional proportion efipure 
air; for; thétzh glacial, its‘fumes are very oppreflive, like 
Ahofe “of the dephlogitticated {fpirit of nitre. : 

-A mixture of oil of vitriol and fpirit of nitre did not pro- 
duce fo much cold as the former, when feparate. Very highly 
reCtified fpirit of wine (whofe fpecific gravity was ,8195), did 
not want any dilution, like the acids, to produce:cold, It did 
not increafe the cold above 10°, and feemed not capable. of 
diffolving fnow, when within fix degrees of, its aqueous con- 
gelation, Diluted with 14 its weight of water, it froze with 
the nataral cold of the air, and its point of aqueous conge- 
Jation is at — 21°. The fluid part was flronger than the reft, 
and fnow added produced no farther cold: this fhews the 

/ongelation to have been aqueous. 
At Henley-Houfe, the natural cold was very great. On 
‘nine mornings it was not lefs than that of freezing mercury : 
there were four, in which jt was more than 8° above (mif- 
printed 
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printed defoqw) that point ; and one in which it was —so°’. We 


muft now leave this interefting volume, of which our account 
may appear fomewhat too far extended; but its very curious 
contents rendered it neceflary for us to avoid mutilating them, 
by a flight or partial analyfis. 





Fhe Mifcellanecus Works of Chawkes Collignon, M.D. Late Pro- 


Shor of Anatomy inthe Univerfity of Cambridge. 4to. 1. ts. 
_ fewed. .Whiue. 7 


rue colle@ion is not announced by a’ preface, -nor is the 

reader condudted by any clue to diftinguifh thofe works 
which have been already publifhed, from others which now 
firtappear. Many of thofe-included in the firft-edition we 
recollect; but memory is an unfaithful guide ; and what,may 
appear to be new, fome more fortunate remembrance may. be 
able to detect among the pafling {pectres, which dazzle a while 
and are forgotten. Dr. Collignon never gaineda confiderable 
height,in the meridian of medical repatation. He was, diftin- 
guifhed rather as an elegant fcholar than-as.an acute phyfician 5 
and, in his own department, was rather a pleafing demon- 
firator than an accurate anatomik. The Mifcellaneous Works 
before us do not difplay a depth of reafoning, an extent of 
knowlege, or a briliiancy of imagination., They are, how- 
ever, neat, and often pleafing \eflays: they refemble rather 
placid brooks, which glide along and adorn the verdant. mea- 
dows, than. rapid rivers which aftonifh.in magnificent cafcades, 
or fertilize by feafonable inundations. A pretty numerous litt 
of fubfcribers is. annexed: .we are:forry to find that, his {yr- 
viving relatives ftand in need of fuch afliftance. 

The firit eflay is an imperfe& fragment on duelling; which 
we. believe was not before publifheds -Dr. Collignon -repeats 
what has been frequently faid, and employs argunrents which 
have°already, by experience, been diicoveréd to be ufelefs. 
There’is befides nothing very advantageous in the light in which 
thefe former arguments and obfervations are now placed, 

The next attempt, to relieve the ftudy of anatomy by re- 
ferences to the claffics, has, we apprehend, already appeared, 
though fome parts feem now to be firftadded. ‘The obferva- 
tions relate to the parts of the body which are examined .in 
their order. One example of our author’s method will fave a 
tedious defcription. 

‘¢ FAR—LOBE.—Pliny fays, ** Eft in aura ima memorize 
locus, quam tangentes atteftantur,’’ and it feems they added, 
+s memento.” Murctus {peaks of a medal,-where one man is 
zeprefented touching. the lobe of.another.man’s ear, with this 


jafcription, Moxuorsvs, Servius fays the ear was confecrated to 
: Aas Me- 
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Memory, -as the forehead) to::Genius,: and ithe fingers: to! Mix: 
neva, / The coftom.of retaining .a, witnefs, which was called: 
anteftari,. was by taking shold of the,party’s ear, which, cnilom,. 


however, was difpenfed with towards women, or where. the 
party to be tried was of infamous charagter. ‘This we learn 
from the Perfa of Plautus. = = = | te" 
$* Dordalus. Nonne anteftaris? 
Saturio. Tuane ego caufa carnufex | 
| Quoiquam mortali Jibero aurés atteram ?”” 
* Horace brings an inftance in himfelf of this kind of 
fabpoéna, when his troublefome companion feizes on him, 
EE ee Licit anteftari,. Ego vero 
Oppono auriculam.” 





"There are feveral minute errors in this part of Dr. Collig- 
non’s work, and fome little difregard of difcoveries, which a 
profeffor of anatomy fhould have known. We were fomewhat 
furprifed at his not perceiving the reafon why Tertullian calls 
the teeth the feeds of immortality, when it is fo obvious that 
teeth are found in graves, where there are no other marks of 
a-body having been buried. ‘Thefe parts. refift the common 
powers of folution, by the hardnefs and the compattnefs of 
their texture. We fhall infert the following paflage, on. ac- 
count of its being curious. Fuller undoubtedly. means,.the 
humeral artery: we have examined many authors, but can. 
find no trace of the word. It fhould, be fought: after in. the 
very old popular tranflations of anatomical authors. 


* ENMONTERY.—In the year 1621, George Abbott, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, being invited by the lord Zouch,» to 
hunt a buck, at'Brampfhill in Hamphhire, Jet loofe a barbed 
arrow, and unhappily hit the keeper. He was fhot, fays Fuller, 
in. his Charch Hiftory, through the exmontery of the left arm, 
and the arrow dividing thofe grand auxiliary (q, axillary) vef- 
fels, he died of the flux of blood immediately. There is no 
doubt, I think, that his death was owing to the opening. the. 
axillary artery ; but it is not eafy to conjecture what part the. 
enmontery is, I confulted the Jate Dr. William Hunter, who 
thought the iy Wak curious enough to merit inveftigation, but 
neither by himfelf, or feveral ingenious furgeons whom he con 
fulted, was he able to difcover any thing.—Mr. Geary Cullum, 
an eminent furgeon at St. Edmond’s Bury, for enmontery thinks 
we fhould read emun@ory, and that the old writere placed thefe 
indifferent parts, by way of drains. There is much ingenuity 


in this conjecture,’ 


, An_error of fome importance may. be remarked towards the 
end, in the Appendix, where the author fuppofes that the Eu- 
fiachian tube communicates found. In fa&, in the experiment 
quoted, the found is conveyed by the teeth. If a watch be 
held on the tongue, without touching the jaws, the found is 
: ; | | fcarcely 




















——_. 








Dri Collignon’s: Mifetllaneous: Works. . 36% 
{carcely audible whileathe ‘ears are! fhuts°:There ‘are matty 
fimilar-errors, which’ feem’to-arife from the profeifor’s having 
copied: old —n without the trouble of an attentive €x- 
amination. ~*~ 

‘The charatter at ‘Eudoxus is a cento of brilliant paflages- 
from different authors ; but they form a piece fo unequal, and 
fo badly combined, that we hope this mode will not become 
fafhionable. The beft attempt of this kind was one which we 
lately faw, to conneét the hints left by fir William Temple, as 
the oatlines of future eflays. Some of thefe have been filled- 
up fo much in the original anthor’s manner, as to have de- 
ceived good judges, under the borrowed form of newly-dif- 


- covered manufcripts. The Beauties of the Turkith Spy are 


feleéted. and arranged under different heads, like the various 
proftitatéd beauties of admired:authors, with which we were: 
lately peftered. tq 

-°T yrocinium Anatomicum, or an Introduétion to the Study 
of Anatomy,’ feems to have been an introductory lecture to’ 
Dr. Collignon’s courfe. It is a pleafing effay, in which we 
meet, however,’ with little novelty. That part which relates 
to jaridical anatomy, or thofe fubje&ts on which a furgeom: 
muf decide in a court of juftice, is particularly valuahlé. We’ 
greatly want fome work fufficiently popular, to be within the’ 
reach of common capacities, and yet written with [ufficient’ 
judgment and difcrimination, to be relied on as a guide in 
thefe fubjeéts. The medical evidences which have been fomé=" 
times given, are.a difgrace to the profeflion and to humanity. 
The profeffor is neceflarily fhort; but he is clear and exa@.! © 

«The Enquiry-into the Structure of the Human Body rea 
lative to its fuppofed Influence on the’ Morals of “Mankind,” 
has been already twice printed. We need not enlarge on it, 
as it refembles Dr. Collignon’s other works. “The following 
paflage is fenfible and animated, ' 

* But it is not defigned to deny, that we are liable, without 
great care, to be biafled by fome internal feelings. The fetts. 
of philofopners probably firft arofe, from the conftitational, dif- 
pofitions of their refpective founders. It would not, perhaps, 
have been an eafy attempt to have made Cato an Epicurean, or. 
Mark Anthony aStoick. Nor is it every one at this time of 
day, that can modeftly doubt, or decently difpute. The dull 
and phlegmatic cannot foar with Plato, or think with Tully, 
The impetuous reap no laurels by a Fabian delay ;. nor the caue 
tious poft to conqueft with a Czfar’s fpeed. But yet may we 
bend what we cannot break; and prune the luxuriances ‘of 
what wecannot eradicate ; and fo blend the jarring ingredients 
of a faulty frame, as to become happy to ourfelves, and pre* 
rare to others,’ in 









































oe Dr. Collignow’s Mifcellaneous Works. 
- The ‘ Determinatio .Medica,’ -which ; feems to have been 


fpoken on the occafion of a public exercife,.is written with. 


clafical elegance. -The-‘ Decifion” is in favour of an anato- 


mical invelligation of the caule of difeafes. The pridcipal. 


arguments are, however, repeated in ‘his other works. 

. * Medieina Politica; or, Reflections on. the Art of Phyfic 
(it fhould have been Science’y as infeparably connected with the 
Profperity of a State,’ is, In many refpects, a weak perform: 
ance., Our opinion, at large, was given in the Twentieth 
Volume, page 375, of this Journal. . 

The next ork has. alfo’already: paffed through our hande, 
in its former detached fate. It is entitled « Moral and Me- 
dical Dialogues ;’ 
found in Volume Tweniy-eighth, page 42:°° 

‘ Explanatory Remarks ‘onthe great Utility of Hofpitals 
for the Sick and Poor,’ are, in general, judicious and-proper. 
We objeét only to the exceptions drawm from the.caufes of the 


complaint. © An inftitution of humanity fhould never be made 


a tribunal of jaitice; and the only queflion that a phyfician 
or governor fhould afk is, whether the one difeafe can bgar 
delay, tither from its rapidity, ‘violence,’ or the importance 
Of the organ affe&ed, better than another, when the admiffion 
of -all “who apply. is impoffible ? Thefe Remarks feem to 
have been Written ‘in the infancy of Addenbrooke’s* Hofpital, 
when, from the number who! applied, many were of conife 
rejected. 

Three Poems are dha added ; probably never before pub- 
lithed. The firf is ftyled ¢ Mefiiah;’ and is‘of the defcriptive 
kind, comprehending the birth, principal aQions, and leffon: 
6f our Saviour, with his death. ‘The next is ftyled thei -Her- 
miit;? dnd conraits the falutary le@ure of an anchoret*to%a 
young man. of fathionable tate and’ fathionable vices. /We 
fhall feleét the firft lines of this poem; which are a little ex- 
ceptionable, where we have diftincuifhed the words by Italics ; 
but, in ‘other quatities, rife greatly above the general even 
terior of Dr. Colitgnon’s ‘poetry. 

* * © Where livid lightning fhot a forky glare, 

“ A\nd burffing peals of thuncer rent the air, 
Where fable clouds 3 in cataracts of rain © 
Pour’d down thé hills, and fmoak’d along the plain, 
‘The young Alphonfo arg’d his trembling way, 
In fearch of thelter from this roge of day: 
A-youth—to.pleafure prone ; who fondly fought 

Whatever flatter’d fenfe, or murder’d thought. 
Early through every Rage of vice he ran: 

Maturely wicked, fearce completely man, 

But Goa’s kind providence this day affign’d, 

"fo beam inftruétion on his darken*d mind ; 


and our opinion, with .an.extratt, may be: 


















Proceedings for Sunday Schools. 
‘His fenfelefs foul with heavenly truth to warm, 
To heal by terror; and to fave by fiorm.’ 


‘The Taft poem 15 called ‘ Happiniefs.” It is a moral epifte, | 
addreffed to a friend. It is ftriétly moral, and pleafingly, 
though not’ deeply, philofophical. ' We think it contains the 
beft lines in the whole colleftion. In‘ géneral, Dr. Collignon’ $ 
poetry is too nearly allied to profe; the lines flow in eafy 
numbers, fometimes weakened by expletives, but feldom dif= 
fonant from the collifion of jarring confonants. They difplay 
a humane heart, and a frame of mind truly religious." Let 
the pride of earning, and the brilliancy of wit hang their 
diminithed heads, if without the laitre of thefe faperior qua- 
lities ; for, while * wit is a feather,’ * an honeft mah’s ‘the 


nobleft work of God,’ 


963 





Proceedings for Sunday Schools;-and a Plan of that in Stephen's, 

Norwich ; eftablifbed Ofober 16th, 1785. 8v0. 6d! Chafe, 

Norwich. ; 
J Nititutions of this kind are now numerous; and, as man 
publications on the, fubjec at prefent lie before us, we fhail. 
take an opportunity of confidering them together, and to give 
our fentiments on thefe eftablifhments fomewhat more at large 
than the former publications feem to have allowed. 

It has been a favourite pofition with many metaph yfical au- 
thors, that human minds, with refpedt to their capacity for 
improvement, are in general equal, in the different claffes of 
mankind ; and that of courfe the defign is no lefs benevolent 
than politic, to render inftruétion extenfive, and the means of 
acquiring it eafy. This opinion we are not ready to adopt 
implicitly, for reafons too long to engage in at this time. It 
is a pretty certain fact, that the capacities and powers of the 
immaterial principle depend greatly on thofe of the body 
and, as the latter are conveyed by inheritance, fo the oraer 
though with lefs certainty, feém to depend in a great degree on 
the progenitors. 1t is certainly the cafe in the animal king- 
dom ; and Horace, though perhaps the fentiment was rather 
diétated by a refined adulation than by philofophy, tells us, 
© fortes creantur fortibus & bonis.’ There is, However, a 
wide difference between this opinion and that which confines 
individuals of the lower clafs to the leaden fetters of igno- 
rance, and compels them to be ferviceable only, in ‘confe- 
quence of powers merély animal. The medium is the fafeft 
track ; and perhaps we fhall combine every principle of ‘policy 
and humanity, by laying the foundation of a building, and 
by clearing away the impediments, which might impede a 
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happy genias, that may occafionally arife.' By being’ carefally 
inftruSed in their duty, \and'enabled to infruét themfelves by 
reading ; if they are at the fame time led ‘to render their read: 


img more‘ufeful by a habit of reflection, ‘there is Jittlesdoubt 


but that common people willbe rendered better fervants, more 
able affiftants, and more ufeful members of focietys >We lay 
lefs ftrefs on an. opinion which. has been’ confidently and plaas 
fibly urged, that the canfe of trath is affitted by enlarging the 
fources of enquiry. We have great reafon to think, from 
experience, that the unafliited:- mind whofe judgment is not 
matured by frequent habits of enquiry and decifion, the. un- 
enlightened reafon which has.not been taught to draw coufe- 
quences. with precifion and to difinguith. with accuracy, 
might.eafily be loft in doubts, or led away by delufions. .Thefe 
may hold the feales of eras. but fhould never prefume to 
employ them. 

“While thefe focieties attempt to go no farther.than the path 
pointed ‘out, while their inftru@ions are of the general and 
fundamental kind ; while their religion is manly and: rational, 
not perplexed by the dogmas of contending feéts, or warmed 
i die" effufions of fanaticifm, we highly approve of the plan. 

é think thefe cautions the more neceffary, as it is not un- 
common with fome feds to imagine that their principles only 
require to be known in order to be univerfally embraced ; and 
fondly think that, by inffracting young minds in the means 
of fearching out the truth, particularly in the way in which 
they think it may be found, they muft ultimately increafe the 
numbers of their own perfuafion. In general, the condué of 
the inftitutions has been very proper ; and we have reafon to 
fufpect, from fome incidental hints, that inconveniencies may 
arife from ‘this fource rather than to think that they actually 
exift. 

A ftrong objeétion at firft occurred to the plans propofed, 
which, from experience, we find to be in a great degree-vi- 
fionary,, and, from reflection, perceive may be compenfated 
by other means, .The inconvenience we apprehended related 
to the health of the. children, particularly thofe employed in 
manpfactories, by taking from them their day of exercife and 
relaxation. Yet difeafes from this caufe have not occurred, 
and the cleanlinefs required will certainly fupply the defect. 
Where the children are. employed in the more unwholefome 
trades, as the cotton and woollen manufactures, it will pro- 
bably fill demand additional attention. It is time, however, 
to confider more particularly the work before us. 

"We perceive ‘that Sanday‘fchools have been eftablifhed at 
Gloucefter, at Leeds, at Manchefter, at Birmingham, Bangor, 
Hardingftone in Northamptonfhire, Shrewfbury, Norwich, 
Wake- 
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Wakefield, and Néweaftle'upon Tyae. “In fome, the inftitu- 
tions -and»the ‘pupils “are: niimerdus 5 in general they feem: to 
bé well conducted and in all,;-to be fuccefsful in reforming 
both the ‘manners and the difpofitions of the children. Their 
good effeéts, insthefe refpeéts; at Gloucefter, are faid to «be 
eminently confpicuous. 

* Wherever they have ‘been eftablithed, they anfwer every 
expectation: and at Shrewfbury the auditors of their hofpital 
have. inferted in it;their printed reports, as a matter of the 
greateft and proved utility ; one of thefe reports was fent to the 
Norwich hofpital. From every place it is afferted, that the 
manners of the people are reformed; and that happinefs and 
comfort are enioyed by the benefactors, and the initructed be- 
yond conception ; that the parents defire to be admitted ‘to 
Jearn-with their children; that the ailes of the churches are 
crowded by thofe poor people, who were never feen thete or ila 
any other place of worfhip before ; that curfing and {wearing 
are but feldom or never heard ; that cleanlinefs prevails among 
them, from the frequent calls. and. perfuafions.ofithofe who 
wifit them; and an obliging difpofition takes place of an, in- 
jurious and rude behaviour.’ 

in. Norwich the inftitutors feem to have extended. their 
plan to perfons of maturer age ; and we are credibly informed, 
that, the example of their parents and elders adds greatly to 
the.attention of the children. ‘The attachment of the. latter 
to their {chool is faid to be fo great, that it is more. dificult 
to.induce them to-leave it for a little recreation, than.to detain 


or bring them back. For the particulars of the plan, we 


mutt reter.to the work. We very much approve of. it,, parti- 
cularly. of the addition of pfalmody, to relieve the. more 
tedious leffons. _We,muft only beg leave to inculcate, very 
forcibly, the cautious choice of {chool-mafters, and the une 
remitted. attention of vifitors, on whom the, profperity ofthe 
inftitution will very greatly depend, notwithitanding the mof 
judicious rules for its conduct. 


ae 





Sunday Schools recommended in a Sermon, ‘preached before the dif- 
Jenting Minifters in the northern Counties, at their annual Meet 
ing, at Morpeth, June 13, 1786. To which ts added, an App 
pendix. By the rew. W. Turner, jun. 800. 15. Johnfon: 


oe : ‘ . b/s t 
E introduce’ Mr. Turner’s fermon.in this place on, ac- 


count of the Appendix, which contains a judicious 
account of the fchools at Newcaftle, introduced by a fhort 
hiftery of the original attempts. The public know that they 
are indebted for the advantages which may, re{ult from thefe 
inftitutions, to Mr, Raikes, printers of the Gloucefter Mer- 
| Sts 
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cory ; and, whatever may be ultimately its fuccefs, the. worthy 
and benevolent inventor will deferve the higheft, encomiums. 
Mr, Church’s teftimony, relating to. the fuccefs at Gloucefter, 
deferves to be tranfcribed, 


¢ I afked him whether he. perceived any alteration in ite 
fince they had been reftrained from their former proftitution of 
the Lord’s day ?—‘‘ Sir, faid he, the change could not have 
been more extraordinary, had they been transformed from the 
fhape of wolves and tygers to that of mene In temper, dif- 
pofition, and manners, they could hardly be faid to differ from 
the brute creation. But fince the eftablifhment of the Sundays’ 
{chools, they have fhewn that they are not the ignorant crea- 
tures they were before. When they have feen a fuperior come, 
and kindly inftru¢t and admonifh them, and fometimes reward 
their good behaviour, they are anxious to gain his friendfhip 
and good opinion. They are alfo become more tractable and 
obedient, and lefs quarrelfome and revengeful.” 

Mr. Turner initituted the Sunday fchools at Newcaftle, and 
his plan, though fomewhat different from that at Norwich, is 
probably not le{s beneficial in its confequences. The expences 
attending thefe inftitutions are very inconfiderable. 

The fubjeét of his fermon is a very proper one; it is taken 
from the fifth verfe of the eleventh chapter of St. Matthew— 
« The. Poor have the Gofpel preached to: them.’ It is properly 
addreffed to the affociated diffenting minifters, at their annual 
‘meeting, at Morpeth, becaufe the plan and the arguments 
which may be ufed.in its favour would, in this way, be more 
extenfively diffufed. The fermon is judicious, rational, and 
petfpicuous. Mr. Turner combats the arguments which have 
been urged againft the plans chiefly on this ground, that no 
part of education employs the hours of the fabbath, but what 
eftablifhes the foundations of piety and-virtue. Writing and 
arithmetic, he feems to think, fhould be:excluded. 





A Sermon, preached on the 21ff of May, 1786, in the Church 
of Harding ftone, on the Eftablifoment of a Sunday School at that 
Place. By the Rev. Robert Lucas. 4to. 1s. Robfon. 


1X. the rules, adapted for, the fchools. at Hardingftone, we 

perceive that Writing. is introduced. with a feeming reluct- 
ance ; but it is ftill allowed to be taught. Their rules are 
fhort and clear; but the condu& of the.inflitution is not fo 
friétly, fo {cientifically (if we may be allowed the term) re- 
gular,’ as that of Norwich. We fear the vifitations are not 
equally exaét, and we would again beg leave to inculcate fo 
ufeful a’ part of the defign. ” 


The 














Lucas’s Sermous on Siuday Schools, 357 


The Sermon, from the 14th verfe of the roth chapter of Sr 
Mark; Soffer fittle’ Children to cémé onto me, and forbid 
them not,’ is a ‘plain but ftrentous recommendation of thefe 
fchools, and may rather be flyled a benevolent than a highly 
finifhed performance, ‘It is ‘prebable that the author wifked 
rather'to fpeak to ‘the heart than the head, to thé affections 
than'the judgment; to level his arguments to the comprehen- 
fion of every individual. We mean not, even in a remote 
degree, to infinuate that it is defective in the reafoning ; thar 
which he employs is clear and accurate. ‘The following. fhort 
and plain account of the views of the inflitutors is worth 
tranicribing. 

‘ Their, object is not to make {cholars of the children of the 
poor, ,but good Chriitians, and ufefal members of fociety: ix 
is tO. introduce among them a decent and ‘orderly deportment’s 
and, particularly, a ‘becoming obfervance of the fabbath; an 
habitual neglect of which is, unqueftionably, the foundatioa 
of all thofe crimes, which fo greatly, and fo juitly, alarm the 
minds ‘of the public. 

‘ For, what does the negle& of the fabbath, among the poor, 
imply ? Does it not imply an abandonment of almoft the only 
means of being informed of their duty? If the younger poor 
do not ‘attend the public ordinances and inftruétions of that 
day ; let me afk—where will they obtain a knowlege of whae 
they are to praciife? Wall it be acquired at their refpedtive 
homes? Happy for the children it is, if the example of their 
pareats do not rather encourage them in evil, Initead of guide 
ing them with parental authority in their various duties, .their « 
conduct too often {preads a pernicious influence among, their 
offspring ; who grow up, fitted only co cogtinue the fame te 
their poiterity.’ 





ee —_ 


A Sermon, preached Ofober’8, 1786, in the Patifo Church of 
Harding fone ; Jupplemental to a Sermon preached there, by the 
Rev. Kobert Lucas. 41. 15. Robfon. 


Children, obey your Parents in the Lord; for tis is rigot : honour 
thy Father and thy Mother (which is the firft Commandment wite 
Promife), that it may be well with thee, and thou mayeft live 
long on the Earth.-—And, ye Fathers, provoke not your Childrer 
to Wrath ; but bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition of 
the Lord, phefians, ch. vi. ver. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


Cw ch is a very proper fupplement to the. former. It exhorts 

parents to enforce the inftrutions received at the Sunday 
fchiools, by their precepts and examples at home ; by their ar. 
tempts to check every evil propenfity in its bud, before it ex- 
pands to real crimes. ‘The fubjeé is judicioufly chofen ¢ the 
exhortation animated, forcible, and perfpicuous, 
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"PheNtadtap' A Serhion, reached tn bie as Charch of ss. 

Lure Sappiben’s,  NoPwith,: ro promote’ tbe “Bfa t oe, unday 
-. Sebools:.: By the Reo. Dancafer wt 2: uM.” ‘Ibis are 
-2 aided, the Rules adopted jor tis ee in that "Parifp. 
v Bx. 15. 64. Wilkie.- 


PRY Adkin-is the author of ‘the. Proceedings for Sienday 
Schools,’ which was noticed in our firft article on this 
fabjeét ; and he alfo fubjoins the Tulés forthe fehoofat Nor- 
wich. His text is from Exodus, ‘Remember the Sabbath 
Day to keep it\holy.’ It might have. been ‘expected, that’ this 
warm advocate for Sunday {chools fhould have. fhown, that 
the important bufinefs of a virtuous and religious education 
was by no means an improper employment. for that day, when 
~ the objeéts of the defign were precluded from the advantage 
of it on others. His Sermon’ confifts, however, of a¢cumu- 
lated evidence, from the Old Teftament, to eftablith the fri, 
Titeral obfervance of the feventh day, and at laft allows of the 
» fubftitution of the firft for the feventh, becaufe it keeps to the 
fubfance and /pirit of the precept. If the firft part were to 
be pushed fo far, the other fhould have been carried fomewhat 
a A particular day could not fo forcibly have been en- 
joined by divine authority, and. properly changed by the. dic- 
tates of men. This has been frequently a flumbling block to 
the Gentiles; but it.admits of a folution fo plain, fo fimple, 
and fo obvious, that, if the fervour of our author’s eloqnence 
had not carried him to greater lengths than the tencr and /pirit 
of the Scriptures warrant, he would not eafily have miffed it. 
It was certainly incumbent on fo ftrenuous an affértor of a 
. trict. literal interpretation of the fourth commandment, to 
have refcued the Sunday fchools from the imputation which 
has, been caft publicly on them, viz..of their being a_profa- 
Bation of the fabbath. This.work refembles Horace’s picture, 
where - 
; nec. pes nec caput uni 
| Reddatur formz.’ 
and we can only account for: 1 it, by {uppofing this Sermon not 
originally intended for the purpofe. in which it is now em- 
ployed. 

-We cannot agree with our author, i in thinking the language 
of the commandments ‘ the moft beautiful and jubime, with 
‘an elegance that muft captivate the underftanding.’ © It is un- 
,doubtedly forcible and perfpicuons, with all the majefty which 








"arifes from an expreflive and fimple brevity ; more cannot be. 


allowed :. but our author’s good intentions will cover greater 
Faults: than we have patie 
i | “Ap- 
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2 one: de Tatts. containing an. Anfater 
+ vg sha 1, by M..Ruffin : a Hifforical 
Me , Ufesy. a People inbabiting Mount Le- 
, gnen ; and g Catechifm and various Extrqaas from their fa~ 

“ered Books. Tranflated from Drufian: Manuferipts, by M. 
Venture de Paradis: and from the French, by an Enghife Gen- 
~ elemain at Paris. 8002" 3s. Robinfons. 


“HE Memoirs.of the. Baron de Tott have excited general 

: attention: ...A-few months ago they called forth the Re- 
marks of M. de Peyffonnel, who had refided many years ia 
Turkey, as French conful; and a reply to that author is now 
publithed by M. Ruffin, a gentleman particularly well ‘ac- 
quainted with a great part of the tranfactions.related by the 
baron. It cannot be expected. that we fhould give a minate 
account of the obfervations of M. Ruffin ; the nature of de- . 
tached: remarks renders fuch a difcuffion fuperfluous; it is, 
therefore, fuficient for us to fay, that he vindicates the au- 
thority of the ingenious baron from the objections prodyced 
by his commentator, in a variety of inftances.. The refult isy 
that the information contained in thofe celebrated Memoirs, 
is confirmed by M. Ruffin, whofe fanétion muft give addi- 
tional weight to the narrative of baron de Tott. 

The Anfwer to M. Peyffdnnel is followed by a Hiftorical 
Memoir of the Drufes, a People of Mount Lebanon. It ap- 
pears that the government of the Drufes i is feudal, A prince, 
to whom they give the title of Emir, occupies the firlt itation, 
in quality of lofd paramount. He receives from them fealty 
and homage ; but his power is confined within narrow limits ; 
it extends not to the making of new laws, or over-awing the 
people, His finances confift only in the revenues of his per- 
fonal eftates, the produce of the cuftoms, and the farm of the 
country appropriated to his peculiar profit. The Drufes have 
no fortrefs in their country ; but their mountains, inacceflible 
to an enemy, are a fufficient-defence. 

The mountains of Lebanon are every where interfeéted by 
vallies, of which the labour and induftry of the Drufes have 
formed moft delicious gardens. But the chief ‘riches of thele 
mountains are mulberry trees, which are cultivated with the 
greatek fuccefs, 

The author of this Memoir is of opinion, that the o/d man of 
the mountain was no other than the commander of the Drufean 
nation; and he founds this conjefture on the following 


reafons. 
« Firft, old is only'the literal tranflation of cheik ; fece 


ly, the crufaders, who have fpoken $f him, fix his Teidenee 
Vor. LXU. Nov. 1786, Bb ip 
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‘inthe mountains of Syria;:;.where,the Drofes. were_difperfed ; 
and, in ‘the third place, the idea..of, the tranfmigration of 


fouls, which this feé had adopted, added to.a blind fubmifiion 


to the orders of heaven, :or -6f him who {poke in its.name, 
vas very capable of infpiring the Drufes with that courage 
néceflary to thofe aftonifhing facrifices of which hiftory pre- 
ferves the remembrance ; efpecially, when aided by the belief 
of a religion newly eftablifhed, when fanaticifm has fo great 
‘an influence over the minds of men. 

-» © Let.us add, <alfo,. as the laft meal, that the emir of the 
Drafes-has always had in his fervice a chofen troop, called the 
fedaviés; that is, —— difpofed to facrifice themfelves for 
bis Service? ; om 
° The right of afylum is facred amongft the Drafess’ A man 
‘purfaed’ by the vengeance of government, if he can‘ reach the 
‘mountains, is fure of his life. Hofprtality is greatly honoured 
by this people ; and they are no lefs diftinguifhed by their 
item perance, fe 


‘It is cuftomary, fays the author, with every family. to lay 
Gn fiich' a ftock’ of provifions as is neceflary for the current 
aoe and, when an unexpected gueft arrives, to fhare with 

im’; ‘after his departure they take care to diminifh their daily 
confumption, till, by Gconomy, they have recovered what 
they had expended, 
. © "Their provifions confift, in general, of ‘burgoo, wheat 
foiled, and afterwards dried in the fun, with which they make 
foup ; a fat fheep, which they cut in very finall_ pieces and 

referve in butter, after having roafted it quite brown and 
crifp.—They-make much ufe of pillaw-(rice baked with butter 
oF’ fat), ‘but above'all of eggs, which: they drefs whole,. be- 
tween two‘ plates or diffies, and which they call makla-baid.= 
“Phe wtehfl ‘they make ufe of is very fingular: it is a dith 
made of cows-dung kneaded with earth, The more it has 
been ufed ‘the more it is held in eftimation.—Amongtt the fur- 
niture. which compofes ‘the marriage fortune of the girls, a 
ith of this kind is never wanting.’ 


For other entertaining particulars relative to this people, we 
muft refer ony readers to the volume. 

Next follows a Dialogue between Hakem Bamrilla, Com- 
mmander- of the Faithful, the High-Prieft of the Synagogue, 
and the Patriarch of Alexandria. Tranflated from the Books 
of Hamzah, and from an original Manufcript. 

This Dialogue i is fucceeded by an Extract from an Epiftle 
entitled the , Right Way ; ;. tranflated, Jikewife, from the 


Books of Hamhzab + an Bapaet from an Epiftle entitled the 
: | i End 
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Forsrencingia anv Entircrcende, SR. 
Bad aad the-Cogufel'y @anflaréd from the faine author >and 
by a Literal 'Tranftatiow ofa Catechifin,” containing the Doe- 
thine’ of the Drufea, 9 5s -beracle | én ote ee 
‘Phefe feveral prodadtions are rendered interefting by thie 
fimplicity'which’pefvades them, ahd by thé relation ‘of the 
whole"to’a people hitherto very imperfectly known, either 
from the writings of the traveller er hiftorian. , 
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FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE 
(Continued from p. 298.) . 


é Gin various focieties, at prefent eftablifhed on the continent, 
have rendered the. prize-queftions fo numerous, that we 
have: been. deterred from engaging in this part of the [ntelli. 
‘gence to be collected from our neighbours. It may indeed te 
alleged, that it is the fureft means of afcertaining the opinions 
of foreign philofophers, to obferve what they may think faf- 
ficiently important to deferve a prize; but, independent of 
fafhion and of caprice, which fometimes decide in. thefe tribu- 
nals, we feldom réceive the differtations which are crowned 
and when they are publifhed, they. are not always found fe 
very meritorious as to deferve a prize in our.awards, - Yet we 
mean to felcét the moft important fubjects which occur, parti-. 
cularly from the focieties whofe credit is beft eftablified: “At 
the recommendation of a very refpectable correfpondent, we 
fhall now give the fubftance of part of thé Programa, latel 
publithed by the Dutch Society of Sciences at Haerlem, for th 
prefent year. We maft then proceed to execute the promifey 
we have long fincé made, viz. to collect the experiments and 
opinions of foreign chemilts’ relating to the decompofition of 
water; a fubject of greater importance than has probably evet 
engaged the attention of the philofophic world. In a futuré 
<*Namber we fhall return to the works of this and other So 
cieties. 

The Society met the 22d of May lait, and examined the 
improved Memoirs, and one new one on this quéftion. * What 
are the real Species of Aerial Fluids ?? The prize was beftowed 
on the joint authors of the new eflay, meffieurs A. Pacts van 
Trooftwyk, and J. Rudolph Deiman, doétor of phyfic: the 
double goid medal was divided between them, by giving éach 
a fingle one. 

The prize, for the queftion relating to ‘ the Dropfy of the 
Cheft, properly formed,’ was-beftowéd on Dr. J. Veirac. The 
decifion on the queftion relating to the Education of Youts 
People in Batavia, is deferred, as well as that relating to th 
Theory of Dr. Crawford, om Fire and Heat. ‘The later 
gueition is fomewhat changed ; and we hope that our cowntry- 
man willkexplain his fentiments more fully.in the new ea 
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$72 Forercn Lirernanry INTELLIGENCE. 
‘of his work, which we héar that ‘He is"prépating. The new 
queftion is the. following. copeds ta. sariq baa sinest c*szodse 


<2 How far can a ‘Theory;/on the Nature of Fire and the Canfe 


of Heat; be*carried, on well-eftablithed and: deci five Experi- 
ments, hitherto made; and what are the Experiments. to, be 
confideted as hitherto indiftin& on ‘this fubjec&t? In this new 


“trial, the*indecifive experiments muft be repeated. ° 


*'*'On the Condenfer*of'M. Volta, Jacob van Breda; to de- 
termine * the Celerity of Rivers,’ Mr. Chretien Brunings have 
received the prizes. ‘The queftion relating to the * Hiftory of 


the Air of the United Provinces,” is again propofed; as the 
* former anTwers are judged infufficient. ~~ | 


“The following queftion. is propofed for the prize of 1788. 


* © As-it is not eafy to judge of the ufeful Confequences of a 


“Difcharge of Water, without attending to its Return, and to'the. 
‘Yocal Circymftances accompanying the Difcharge, can the Uti- 


“Nity,..and confequently the Necellity, of the Counter-dike of 


” 


~ is already -known, either for the Advan 


- 


s 





‘Rhynland be proved theoretically, a priori, or by a certain Ex- 
periment in Cafe of an Inundation?’ | home 
‘The next queftion is for 1787. ‘ How do Plants receive their 
Nourifhment ? What is favoarable or hurtful to them ‘in’ this 
Refpeét? and what practical Knowlege,can be drawn from what 
$ | ntage of Agriculture, or 
the Colture of Plants in general?? ~ mabey 59 

The prize to be decided the firft of November, 1786, is on 
the following queftion; * How far can we “collect, from the 
Experiments of M. Sennebier and others, added to new. and 
decifive: Experiments, the Circumftances in which Plants, in 
their natural State, abforb Air from the Atmofphere ?.Of what 
Quality is the Part of the atmofpheric Air which is abforbed? 
What are the Means by which this Fun@ion is performed ? 
What are the Changés produced inthe Air in Plants? In what 
Circamftatices, and in what Manner, do Plants return the Air 
which they have abforbed ; and of what Advantage’is this Re- 

Spiration of to Vegetables?’ 6 loreal riche triacs | 

The next new queftion is to be anfwered before the year 
1787. * What are the moft*ready and efficacious Means to 
introduce and render the Ufe of the Dutch Language familiar 
among the Malays, the Japanefe, the Cingalefe, and the 
Malabars ?? 2 : 

The following queftion is a patriotic one. *‘ What are the 
Objects of the Natural Hiftory of the United Provinces, into 
which the moft careful. Enquiry can be of Service to our Coun- 
try and to Mankind? A fimple Nomenclature is not alone re- 
quired, but an Account of the Motives which lead the Author 
to expect Advantages from the Objects pointed out.’ ~ The 
Memoirs mutt be-fent béfore the firft of November, 1787. 

The ufual modes/of fending prize-differtations are to be fol- 
lowed. ‘The differtation is to be diftinguithed bya motto, and 
the fame motto is put on a.fealed billet, which ‘contains. 4he 
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author’s ame and*place'of abode. <The author of the @iftin~ 
-gauhed differcation isedifeovered” by ‘breaking *this ‘fealiz the 
_ other billets are barnt wnopened. We thall refume'this account 
incournext Numbers* see ‘i 2! SIO Shey 


. - 


The Experiments on the: Decompofition of \Water, were re- 
ceived on.the continent with the greateft aftonifhment and plea- 
fure ; for experiments, with a fimilar objet, were.then making 
indifferent parts of Europe, as well as in France, . Thofe_of 
Mr, Cavendith were repeated.in France with fucce(s ;, but even 
there, fome varieties in,the.refult of the experiments, induced 
-chemilts. ro, hefitate about the conclufien.: , the conclufions, were 
publicly, oppofed by M. de la, Metherie, almoit, immediately 
onthe appearance of. the experiments, In Italy the differenees 
were more apparent; and the firit chemifts, who pablicly,en- 
gaged in this warfare, fo far.as we know, were meflieurs. Giorgi 
and Ciogni... Signior Giorgi’s ,firft accounts were publifhed-in 
the Journal de Phyfique, for, 1785.3; and, they were, publifhed 
early in 1786, at. Florence, in,.a feparate..work...A fermer 
Latin differtation. is mentioned, which we,have not feen, .and 
which we. were. lefs folicitous about, fince its, fubltance, is 
contained in the Italian work. The Florentine chemift,. who 
preferves the credit of the experimental Academy (Academia 
del Cimento), obtained. air of nearly an equal weight. 0 the 
water employed, when the fteam pafled through tubes.of, eop- 
er, porcelaine, and glafs, It was fomewhat aromatic, which 
led him to fufpect that the odorous principle was a component 
part of the water, and it was rather more pure than common 
aire. .It never.contained fixed air, and inflammable air. only oc- 
curred when it pafled through tubes of iron, . This decompo- 
fition took place at a degree of heat very little above boiling 
water, and only when the tubes were very. fort. Many obferv-' 
ations have been made on thefe experiments; they have led 
to much doubt, and a general hefitation. It is afked, how tabes 
of fix inches in length can be luted fecurely fo near fire? and 
it has been afferted with confidence, that air no longer appears 
after the tubes are calcined. Water, fixed by a folution of falt, 
will certainly bear a ftrong heat without decompofition.. Signior 
Giorgi obferves, that M. Volta confiders‘water as not admitting 
of decompofition, that it forms inflammable air in. confequence 
of its union with phlogifton, and pure ais with the matter of heat. 
The foreign chemifts have entered fo warmly iato this contett, 
that we may fufpe& them to have been influenced by Lucretius. 
lf an indifference to religion is a ftriking feature of the prefent 
age, the doétrines of Epicurus have made_no little advances, 


* Immutabile enim quiddam {uperare neceffe eft 
Ne res.ad nihilum.redigantur funditus omnes,’ 


M. Fontana came early alfo into this contefted field.” His 
‘Memoir, publifhed at Florence, was followed’ by a Letter to 
Dr, Ingenhouz, and another to the chevalier Lorgna. He allows 
, Bb; that 
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that water is ToRin the experiment, but ‘contends, that- the iron | 


tube gains in-weight in ‘proportion’ to “the water ‘loft. He' tells 
us that it is ten to one but that folders of tin, and lutes of ‘wax, 
unite pieces of iron fo inipetfeetty as to admitof the paflage 


of air, and that the molt accurate ‘examination cannot detect 


the apertures, The only tietiods of effetting this, ‘te’ obferves, 
are to plunge’ the ‘tubes irito’ water, ‘and ‘to “bldw ftrongly iste 


them, ‘add ‘obfefve if any dir eftapes ;‘ or to fill the tubes with 


water, and obferve if they wet the ‘Hands’ or moiften paper ap- 
hed ‘Of the°datfide. The Water thould be ‘Kept coal daring 
he whdle experiment, and renewed wheh Hot. © 
Having taken the exatteft pretatitidns, he’proceeded to the 
envesinent, but'we caf only ‘give the refults. ‘All the air which 
hie obtained from'water, da g thteé hours; was not one-foarth 
of the céfitents ‘of hid’ 'veflels. “Te efca éd’ in eonfequence ' of 
the fdrefaétion, and refembled at erié air, with a‘Htele 
odour like that of fennel+’ on‘céoling ‘thé’ appatatas an equal 
dulk of Water'rofe into it ftom! the’ ciftern. ‘The odour: prot 
ceeded from a very fight effect of the water onthe iron. “He 
rémarkéd that the thermoffidter always fank on ‘letting’ inthe 
watery “Et is common for'tofd” to’ be pr teh ay diag the for- 
¢mation Of vapour; and this fa& éXplains*the Vulgar paradox, 
that! thé bottom’ of a tea: Kéttle’ full ‘of boiling Pilter' is: Cqoh, 
and whén the boiling teafes, hot iif fat} heat is an Tnpredient 
it fte’atri. The farther end of ‘the tae furl’ a'little to, atthe 
time the‘water ‘was adimitréd, which arofe from @ fodden con- 
tragtion of ‘the lower fide on’ "Which the water fell. “He found 
that he cOald obtdin“as much air'as he would on miakitg a very 
fall apértute if the tobe, ‘bur that 4 bubble of’ water woald 
oceafionally ftop it, and the water would tife in rhe fyphon as 
if the’ a patatus was ‘entires* This fa he {eeti3 Ye have atcu- 
Yately at Rhine: “Theft experiments ate confirmed by the terti- 
sony of M. dela Metherie, ‘who apptars'to hlavé répeated them! 
New - petinents er were ublithed inthe’ Journal “Polytipe 
(a new tmifcellaneous f re ied at Paris), by M.M. 
Lavoifier aud Meciieh They obtarned* 348 grains of inflam 
mable ai¥ by Het i dP iblter through a“hot tobe. ‘The 
jron shal: Asin prains, which equalled the weight 
of water thathad 1 aif Brains 147 grains.’ But the tube 
was found pierced in” Hy piace when rendered ‘the experi- 
Pent doubeful. On ibaa this air with ® pure air ‘by means 
of the eiétrical fpark, ‘they iy Sbeaiel Water, contaihing in every 
ounce five prains of ‘nitrous ‘acid, and about one-feventh of the 
ait was not abforbed. 2h the ‘tnion of nitrous with pure air, 
the airs ate abforbed in patt'; they abandon the water which 
they contain, and we procure nitrous acid. “In other inftances, 
from thé combuftion of inflammable and pare airs, fome fixed 
_ais is obtained. 
‘M. Fontana’s Experim nts did not pafs without nemaxke. M. 
Het, a celebrated chemi ) examined them with care ;-and this 
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examination may be found. nS dena de. Phyfiqhe fot June, . 
laft. slgercongaeds caput eaaaeaien oyed by the bialiap. oe 
mift, was not fuiicient,for the decompoliuon of water, aswell, 
as.-thas-the calcination. of arom by. fteam:only, Shows that it 
mug, have acquired vital air, which, Can only be prodpeed by. 
decompofed: avater,. witle its other ingredient. appears’ un-. 
changed. M.Adet coniiders M. Fontana’s arguments very par) 
ticularly, and anfwers, with propriety, the objetion againit, a 
fluid being formed of two gaffes: indeed there isa fimilar fagt, 
generally known among chemifts, viz. the formation of nitrous. 
acid from nitrous and pure airs, each: permanently-elaftic and) 
equally tran{parent., - The:{mall quantity of fixed air, which 
remains after inflammable .and pure airs, by exploding, have 
produced water, is, a.fource of gréat difficulty. . The water is. 
faid .by fome to be depafited by the.gafles, and to, Jeave this 
refidaum ; but M, Adet-fuppofes it,to arife from.the. impurity: 
of. the airs.. The other arguments: ret chiefly ow the objeétions 
of: the Italian chemift,.who is unwilling to admit that pure ain 
isn ingredient in the calces of metals, and is eager to find 
fome. change.in the ftate of the water :itfelf, independent ms 
decompofition, to.account for the calcination of the iren. “To 
his triumphant queftion, Why will not tubes. of other metald 
contribute to the decompofition of water? he anfwers very pros 
perly,. that it may depend ona different affinity to its come 
ponent parts. The experiment mentioned abovey where the 
tubes were pervious to. air, he thinks. preves nothing 5 for the 
air was. not atmofpheric, bet inflammable; the iron was cal- 
cined, and, of courfe,.contained the vital air; by comparing 
thefe quantities, he finds that they will equal the quantity < 
water loft. : : ! 9 Vn hcg 
‘M, de la Metherie, an intelligent chemift, and the compiler 
ponent of the Journal de Phyfique, immediately replies to 
» Adet... He. examines his. arguments particularly, and an 
fwers them with various fuccefs.. The. difputes degenerate fatt 
into that on the old {ybject. of phlogifton; and M. de la Mer 
therie pethes.the argument, which we formerly employed, relate 
ing to M. Lavoifier’s adopting.a new pringiple inftead of phlo- 
gitton. (a coaly matter), fo asta produce conviction. The dif, 
ferent afinities which.M. Adet had mentioned, to explain wor 
water-was.not decompofed in.tybes of every kind, ate attackec 
in this manner. No fubflance has a greater affinity to pure air 
than phofphorus.; yet phofphorus, in -botling water, will not 
anflame-or decompofe the water ; on adding an alkali, a copious 
produGion of inflammable air.enfues. We fufpec that this 
‘argument is not equally fuccefsful with fome others. employed 
by our author. . M. Adet may. well allege, that in this cafe the 
heat is not fafficient for theathnities to take place, except thofe 
of the phofphorus. To the depolition of water from pure and 
inflammable airs, in confequence of explofion, and the refiduum 
ef fixed ais, M..dela Metherie objerves, that from mixing 
. Bb4 pure 
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re.air and: nitrous ait, the fame refiduum.remains, viz, fixed. 
sis and a file phlopiRiared axe + Thus, days he,.30 sta 
flanee 400, the airs unite to form 2. fluid,.and, abandon the 
water they hold in folution.’ ‘The following, experment,. he 
Obferves, will make it ftill more evident... Aypieceof.coal was 
calcined for an hour and half in the heat of .a forge, inva crue 
cible covered with another, and clofely luted except'at the top, 
where there-was a {mall holes’ Now this~coal can contain no 
inflammable air (indeed Lavoifier denies.,that.coal, as .well.ag 
iron or zinc, contains phlogifton).;..a {mall quantity of this coal 
is introduced into a receiver. full of mercury, pure -air was 
added, and the coal inflamed with.'a little pyrophyrus, yeg the 
fides of. the veffel were covered with adew, the pure air. ab- 
forbed and changed into fixed air. M. Lavoifier muft.reply to 
this"experiment in his, own way: we confefs we donot think it 
proves ‘the author’s pofition. ‘The other remarks, on the vital 
7 of calces, M. de la Metherie anfwers in the way we have 
Often argued, that the fepatation.of pure air from metals in 
this ftate, does not fhow that this portion alone was ,abforbed 
fo Cae mart but that it is Jefs obftinately retained. = 
*"M. Berthollet next engages in this controversy, He contends, 
from the extfeme purity of the inflammable air, in meffieurs 
Lavoifier and Meunier’s. experiments, that the atmofpheric air 
could not,have had accefs to contaminate its. The flight.de- 
ficiency’ of weight, accounted for in thofe experiments, maft be 
owing'to the uncertainty in weighing fubftances of this kind» 
The fixed and phlogifticated airs,in the refiduum, .when pure 
and inflammable airs are exploded, certainly arofe from the.red 
preribicats, which always contains a little nitrous acid. .M, 
avoifjer found that filings of iron, kept a long time in. diftilled 
water, produced: fome. inflammable air: that. ifon not being 
able to.decompofe water, without heat or fome other affinity, 
fhiould be no objection to the theory. . When nitrous .and vital 
airs” ate mixed over:dry mercury, M, Fontana; himfelf found, 
that the.dimination of air is very flight, if any. In this he. is 
fipported ‘by: Mr. Kirwan, M. Monge, and Dr... Prieftley. 
hen nitrous acid ig recompofed by pure and nitrous.airs, with 
proper precautions fy sn air appears. Thefe are the.alle- 
gations of M. Bert! oliet; the reft of his remarks, relate to the 
coaly matter, and his own explanation of M. de. Metherie’s 
experiment with’ phofphorus. | 
* Made la Metherie replies, but adds little to the elucidation 
of ‘the principal queftion. He explains Fontana’s experiment, 
alluded ‘to by Berthollet, which we fhall add.. In mixing the 
aits, fome water is always formed ; but the new acid attacks 


the mercury, atid produces frefh nitrous air, which cannot be: 


decompofed without a greater proportion-of pure air. | 
Tn< this’ ftate is row this celebrated queftion,. in which we 
perceive more difficulties than certainty. We have endeavoured 
to relate the faéts in the fhorteft manner: in our.power, Aad we 
Boe 4a taki = é i & bis fd by . aks ; ope 
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hope we have rétittered'theim intelligible,” On the whole, there 
i¢ great teafon to think water really a compound, and, in fat, 
com pounded of pure and inflammable airs; but the etablih, 
ment ‘of the :pofition we mutt leave to future experience. | e 
aré farprifed fo ‘little ufe’ bas been made of the zolipile, and 
Papin’s digefter, “in this controverfy. fhe 


— aes | 





J ‘yo 58 page. 308.) mt 
We. are {till wandering in the chemical department of this 
 volame, which fo far engages the attention of. philofo- 
hers, that almoft all the new improvements are of this kind, 
he ‘French chemifts-do not exceed us in the importance.of 
their difcoveries. If they boaft.of Berthollet, Lavoifier, and 
Cornette, we can with equal pride produce Cavéndihh, Priefiley, 
aod Kirwan. But an envious rivalfhip is almoft forgotten in hie 
terary fubjeéts: it is the race where’a generous emulation, ta¢ 
ther than a mean felfith fuperiority, is difplayed: may it, 
forgotten alfo in commerce, and the only conteft be, who tha 
do the greateft fervice to their country and to mapkind,. , ..5 
“We ‘concluded our ‘laft article with an account of M, Bere 
thollet’s Memoir on the fpontaneous Decompofition of veget= 
able Acids, thofe tranfitory varying Forms which Vegetable: 
affume' in their Paffage from a faccharine to a putrid State, 
There isonly one Srey on this fubjeét which remains. to. Be exe 
amined. © ‘The acid of fugar feems to be in the permanens; hate 
of the mineral acids; and M. Scheele has found this acid. de- 
veloped by nature in the acid falt af wood-forrel, which accoants 
for its refitting decompofition ; the latter being only the a 
tinevacid, in excefs, joined -with alkali, If the wood-forrel 
yields an effential falt, grapes do the fame.; ‘for M. Bucquet 
‘prepared tartar from unripé grapes, and we know not in. what 
refpect they differ. Mr. Beddoes has promifed us the remaining 
Eflays of Scheele : if we do not foon receive them, we thall give 
fome account of his enquifies on the fubjec& of vegetable acids; 
in this department of our.work. Sea eres, 
The next Memoir is by M. Berthollet, on the.Caufticity of 
Alkalis and of Lime. We have explained our author’s fenti- 
ments on this fubje&, in the abflra&t of his experiments, which 
he read to the Royal Medical Society, The article before us 
contains his experiments at length, on the latter part.. We may | 
fliortly repeat, that cauftic alkalis combine with animal matter, 
and ‘become a kind of neutral, from‘which the animal matter 
imay be precipitated, no longer fufceptible of putrefadion, “The 
action of lime is very different, and depends on its, powerful 
attraction for water: fo calcined magnefia, which is not foluble 
in water, is not cauftic. If the animal neutrals are disjoine 
by alum, the animal matter remains intimately combined with 
its earth, which explains the effect’of earth of alum in Sane 
colours 
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colours on woe! and filk,-or in prefervirigybodies baried: imity: 
Alkalis‘ do not combitie with pure'veserable matter, andiche: 
antmalifed ‘alkali was foudd very*different from the Preffian.o::. 


“~M., Lavoifier; in his Memoir on the Means‘of increafingebe: 


Toten fity of Fire, examines the feveral means hitherto invented, 
for’bringing the folar heat -to-a’ focus, eitheriby means of | res: 
flection or refraction. He finds all thefe methods expenfive 
and inconvenient. He firft thought of increafing the heat of 
fire by 'a’blaft of vitalair. ‘ It was an’ ingenious’ ought: maa 
chines of this kind, which refemble blow-pipes, an{wer very 
well. ‘The contrivance’isfimple ; a box of pure air:is prefled 
on another fall of water; and the air forced through the tube, 
drawn to & very {mall point. ‘Thofe who'are in’ poffefion of @ 
mfachine contrived; inftead ‘of ‘a blow+pipe, bya Mr. Warltre,: 


an ingenious Jeciurer in natural philofophy,; for the purpofe-of. 
ing the breath, can eafily ufe it, either for vital or common - 


air.” Mi Meoufnier‘improved this machine, by a contrivance. ta 
meafure the balk and denfity of the air employed, which, with: 
the flight alteration of having a pane of firong glafs in the fu- 
perincumbent ciftern of M. Warltire’s machine, and knowing 
the pre ion ‘of the tube from which the air iffues, to that of 
the“ciftern ‘which contains it, may be eafily effected. M. La- 
voifier has employed it in-the analyfis of precious ftones,' and 
hus ‘already ‘difcovered four different f{pecies, mdependent of 
the diamond, which is wholly inflammable.’ The firft; the ruby 
and faphire; foften' in the fire, fo'as to form one body. ‘They 
afé if’ ‘no-deégree volatile; and their-calour is altered without 
béing Weflroyed. The hyacinth lofes ts colour, but in-other 
réfpetts’ fefembles the ruby, ‘The other kind, of whieh the 
topaz ‘isa fpecies, are difcoloured, and ‘melt in white opaque 
globiles; tke porcelaineé or white quartz. A great number, 
of whieh the emerald is‘éne, lofe their own colour, and melt 
Mite ah opaqté and-coloured ‘glafs.- In’ another: Memoir, the 
effeéts“of this flame on: the more refraCtory earths will ‘be >re- 

fated =. Fi ON! OOH ghABETagA® fi ye qOnetg ‘' y 
»Gold* atid filver fabmitted to the: a&ion ofthis new flame, 
become volatile : other metals: barn. Metallic calces, and terra 
ponderofa, burh in the fame manner, ' which confirms Bergman’s 
Opinion, ‘that ‘the laft-is only a: metal in difguife. . Earth af 
alum vitrifies ‘alone’s alkaline earths, though they contribute 
to the fufion' of others, do not fufe without addition. Flints 
até fufible s quartz give fome figns of fufion, but ‘sock cryital 
§3 entirely refractory: every kind of falt is volamlew The bu- 
‘tori#n: (gives: Preat praifes: to Lavoifier for the application of 
this dif'y*but greater are:due to Prieftley for the difcovery, and 
for pointitig‘out this very ‘property of augmenting the intenfity 
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SUPE wWeitt Memoir ie¢on the? Salubrity.of the Atmofphere : 
¢hére “4s a¥uch* re afon t6 -fuppefe that this.is owing to. the. pro- 
‘portion of pure.air, of which a given bulk of atmofpheric air 
cons 
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contaass about one-fourth. The,methed is the ufual one of the. 
eudiometer ; but it-isiwell.known that nitrous. airis not. always. 
pure, oF: adultorateds: in the dame-degnee....1f we knew. the 
proportion in which very/pure air and wnadulterated nitrous air 
combing, fo.asto form nitreus acid,; we, might eafily thow the * 
quantity of vital-air in. any given fpecimen .of, common .air, 
either by employing more than enough nitrous air; or, if we’ 
know: certainly the itrength of. the latter, by having an excefs 
of wital: aire M. Lavoifier found that from fixty-fix to fixty- 
nine parts of pure nitrqus airswere required to fatarate forty 
parts of pure vital airs fothat by. thele trials we.can, afcertaia 
the proportion of vital air, at any time -prefent»in the atmoe 
{phere, to a hundredth part. . ‘The, proportional quantities,, at’. 
different times, may be afcertained more accurately ; and it.is 
probable, as. is alleged, that a flight difference in the quantity 
of vital air makes no great difference in the falubrity of theate 
mofphere.. lo thefe, and fimilar experiments, Mr. Cavendith’s 
precautions:-fhould be always particularly attended to. Fsalies 

M. Lavoifer, in the following Memoir, examines. the ftate. 
of .a metal: diflolved in an acid. It was once concluded. that 
the metal was fimply difflolyed : we have fince found that. it-is. 
changed. I certainly:as. calcined previous to its folution, and, 
in calcination in @ otenftruum, undengoes the fame. changes as. 
if the operation was performed by.heat., Lavoifier’s method 
was the following one, according to his own fyfiem,... Suppofe. 
a folution of iron in the nitrous acid: we. have iron, nitrous 
air, the oxyginous principle of the nitrous acid (viz. vital aire 
without the matter of heat), another portion of the fame prin 
ciple which is one of the ingredients in water, with ipflamma- 
ble air, the other ingredient. In the nitrous acid,..M.. Lavoifier 
afeertains the proportional quaotity.of real acid andowater, as 
wellias of the gafles.of which they are. compufed. . By precipi- 
tating the iron from its folution with a,cauftic alkali, we pro- 
cure»martial #thiops, of which the quantity of vital air; or 
the oxyginous principle, is afcertained, and we: procure alfo: a 
neutral falt : then he enquires into the, quantity of; water, and 
of nitrous acid, which contributes to form.it. .We know ¢x- 
actly, by this operauon,-the quangtity~ of -water, nitrous acid, 
and sthiops martial, which contributed» to form the metallic 
folution: we know what part of the oxyginons prigciple, com- 
bined with the iron to form. the, zthiops,.is.owing to the de- 
compofition of the water, or to that of the mitrous .acid, and 
coniequently what quantities of: inflammable..and nitrous. airs 
are feparated in the operation, The proportion of the oxyginous 
principle, combined with the calx, ‘is increafed. by giving the 
mixture @ greater degree of heat ; and if iron is added to the 
folution, it attacks the nicrous acid, and water fill farther de- 
compofes. them, diffolves in the acid, under.the form of martial 
wthiops, while the iron, formerly diffolved, takes up an on 
; af : tio 
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tional quantity 'of ‘the oxyginioas principle,’ and is depofited ‘in 
the form of yocre. 9) | 85 1) 24 SEs LAW) ta ig Y2O8 SiOGy 
© In:the' Memoir, to determine the Quantity’ of Oxyginous 
Principle: im Metallic Precipitates, the ‘author ‘converts’ only 
Bergman’s ideas and language into his own. “ft may be ufeful 
- for his followers. HM) BIE CISD Ths Aiea 
- The Memoir on the Combination of Iron with the Oxypi- 
nousPrinciple, is of more ‘importance. /Ethiops martialis, 
expofed:to:‘heat infree air, increafes in weight, and becomes 
ocre: it -has acquired a ‘greater proportion ‘of the oxyginous 
principle, and fome fixed air. « Thefe are drawn off by beitig 
expofed to:heat in clofe veffels, and it becomes zthiops again, 
without the fire having any farther ation on it. In folution, 
the.iron:is inthe ftate of zthiops, but the moment it acquites 
a: faperabundant quantity of the oxyginous principle, it be- 
comes nearer to the ftate of ocre, lefs foluble in acids, -and 
only attacked by alkalis. thiops is equally formed, whether 
filings of .fteel are mixed with water, vinegar, nitrous acid, or 
witriolic acid, more or lefs concentrated. ‘Fhe oxyginous prin- 
ciple is fometimes owing to the water, and fometimes to the 
acid. . With-concentrated oil of vitriol it comes, for inftance, 
from the: acid; with diluted oil, from the water. Different 
‘kinds::of \iron increafe»more in weight from calcination than 
others; which depends on there being a lefs quantity of zthiops 
already formed in them. ‘The increafe of weight in any {pe- 
cimen will, inthis way, allow us to form a juft opinion of ‘the 
preva a this ingredient, previoufly exifting. M. Lavoifier 
@etermines the fource of the oxyginous principle from the air 
difengaged:. when inflammable air appears, he concludes that 
‘itvanfes from. the water. The operation of changing iron into 
fteelndepends on the formation’ of this zthiops.’ It will not 
facceed when the fiuid does not furnifh the peculiar principle. 
Hf tempered fteel is diffolved in diluted vitriolic acid, the firft 
firata;. which are fteel, give lefs inflammable air, and abforb 
defs of -the:oxyginous principle, than the fubfequent ones, which 
amore ;nearly: refemble irons: By confidering fteel’as iron, in this 
tate, all its. peculiarities are well explained. 
In the:sfollowing Memoir, M., Lavoifier gives a table of the 
-affinities.of this principle; it contains twenty-five fubftances, 
and: is-incapable.of abridgment. 

Im the Meteorological department is'a Memoir, by M. le 
‘Monnies, on the oppofite Current of Winds. It confifts of a 
» detail of obfervations on the courfe of two balloons, which rofe 

at the: fame time, in the fame place, and at different heights 
took: very different. directions.. The-hiftorian concludes with 
-deploring the fate of M. Pilatre de Rozier. May Mr. Heron 
be the lait victim of this philofophical folly ! . 
ot ‘Bhe firftxMemoir,:on., the: fubje& of Analyfis, relates to a 
provincial regulation of a local nature. The next is an Accoun : 
o 
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of M. de la Place’s Aew Method of Approximation. Every one 
-kaows.that the ufe of. approximation. is chiefly to:come hear t6 
thofe folutions which cannot be exaétly afcertained. -M, de Ja 
Place employs.it ia thofe queftions which really admit of an 
exact. anfwer, but, which, from their extent, are almoft it- 
practicable; he employs it, for ioftance, where the powers‘to 
which the numbers are to be raifed are very high, or the fa&ors 
very numerous. Inthe ufual cafes they are ufeful, in the others 
indifpenfible.. His method applies equally to quantities ex- 
prefied by. integers, whatever be their involution, or of the 
variable numbers, under the fame figns, and to quantities given 
by.any_ linear equations. ‘The application of his calculus:to 
probabilities, is one of its moft immediate advantages ; for, in 
thefe enquiries, an apparently fimple queftion can only be 
worked in a tedious way, which, by our academician’s methed, 
is greatly abridged. We have reafon to expect, in a fubfequesit 
volume, other applications of the fame method. - eric 
The laft Memoir is a very intricate one: it teaches to efti- 
mate, at a given period, the value of fums to be received, at 
an. indefinite number of times, at zras, depending on events, 
whofe. probability is only known by -obfervation of fimilar 
events. The method is given in general formulz, reprefenting 
the value according to.different hypothefes, on the beit founded 
obfervations. Some other applications of thefe formule ate 
omitted, as they do not depend on analyfis, ~~ sd 
The firft Memoir, in the Aitronomical department, is one that 
has been fhortly mentioned .in our Literary Intelligence; -as-a 
feparate publication : it is by M. dela Place, on the figure of 
the planets.. We can {till emly announce-it, for it depends-too 
much-on calculation to enable us to abridge it. 
.. M. du Sejour’s application-of analyfis to aftronomy, is equally 
incapable of being detailed in our Journal. His methods are 
applied to-determine the parallax of the moon, and-confift in a 
comparifon of the obfervations of M, de la Caille, at the Cape 
of Good Hope, with thofe made at the fame time in Europe, 
nearly under the fame meridian. This has been juftly thought 
to be the beft method of afcertaining the parallax of this fas 
tellite. .A | : | 
The duration of a year feems to be a period which may be 
eafily afcertained by various methods; but it is not fo; and the 
ancient philofophers were puzzled by finding that it confifted of 
more than twelve, aud Jeis than thirteen lunations, The priefts, 
who were the ancient aftronomers, computed it, in round num- 
bers, at. 365 days: it was Only about 2000 years ago thar it was 
difcovered (as M. dela Lande obferves), that fix hours thould 
be added. ‘Lhis method is not quite exaét; but Hipparchus 
fixed its duration to be, within about fix minutes, the fame as 
our academician: a wonderful inftance of his genius and the 
accuracy of his obfervations !-If we enquire into’the obfervas 
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tions of Hipparchus, and compare:them witli all'the fabfequene 
ones, we fhall not err greatly by makingthe year 3654 5" 48/48". 

M. Caffini alfo givesan account.of the obfervanons made.at 
the Obfervatory in the latter ayvonths of:1782. This academician 
had ‘endeavoured to afcertain the obliquity of the echipticwith 
exatinefs, together with its rate of variation 5: bet, as‘fome 
doubts had arifen relating to his calcalations, he‘again examined 
his work with accuracy, and called in new ob(fervations ‘to his 
affiftance. He ufed the fame inftrument, and marking its errors, 
and:allowing for them, he could correct his former obfervations, 
and their reiults with equal precifion. _He went through this 
painful tak with care, and found, that in fixing the obliquity 
of the ecliptic at 23°. 27’55”, he did not err'above one fecond 
from the value given by ‘his fubfequent obfervations, after hav- 
ing ‘made every neceflary allowance. As the diminution of 
abliquity:for a century had been made with the fame inftrus 
ment, during a period of thirty-five years, he found, on exami- 
nation, additional reafons to-be.{atished with its atcuracy:-In 
the fame Memoir we find Obfervations of the Oppofition of 

Jopiter and that of Satern; of Venus in the Time of her 
Aphelion ; Eclipfes of the Satellites and of the Moon, com» 

ed with the Stars.. The Obfervations on Venus have fhewa 
{ Caffini the neceflity of determining, with more precifion, 
the pofition.of the itars; a work which he means.to undertake 
and publifh. aL wy 

Onthe f7th of October, 1781, M, Meflier obferved an eclipfe 
of the fun : on the 6th of ‘November following he had a fevere 
fall, and he.could not return to his labours til) the 12th of No- 
Vember, 1732, the day of the paflage of Mercury over the fun. 
He gives an account of the eclipfé, and deeply ‘regrets the lofs 
of more than a year in his aftronomical lifee The obfervations 
on Mercury in its paflage ever the fun, contained in this vo- 
lume, <were made at Paris, by.meffieurs de la Lande, Mechain, 
le. Monnier, Mefier, and de Caffini; at Roche Guyon, by the 
duke of Rochefoucault, M, Demareft, and the abbé Rochon. 
Thefe Memoirs contain various other ebfervations made by 

‘Two comets were alfo difcovered in 1781, by M. Mechain, 
who has calculated their elements, from having conftantly ob- 
ferved them while they remained in fight. He calculated the 
one according to the common method, and the other accordin 
to that of M, de ja Place, which feems ‘to increafe ‘in the eiti« 
mation of aftronomers.  . Ss \ 

‘“The vanity of nations is Jike-that of females, and their hif- 
torians' think their credit connected with that of the nations 
hor app cols ibe. The iavention of the Zodiac is attribated 

-M. Dupuis to the Egyptians; by M. Gentil to the Indians. 
Phe fguter on the Zodiac have been ‘fuppofed allegorical : as 
the time of their eftablifhment is unknown, the interpretations 
bh : have 
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have béen foniewhat., licentious, and only. confined by. the 
balance, which toa obvionlly:refers to an-equality of days and 
nights tobe feparated from one of the equinoxes. Mz Dupiis 
has>proved that, by confming the balance to the fpring, the 
reft.of ithe figns anfwer properly to the. courfe of agriculture 
among the Egyptians. M, Gentil endeavours to drow, in thé 
laft- Meemoir,;that, on the fame fuppofition, they.aniwer equally 
well.to the labours of the Indians; and, as the Indians are the 
moft ancient, t them -he attributes the invention, Here the 

roof fails ;, but we believe him to be right, for in no work, 
decidedly Egyptiany.can we meet with. very profound marks.of 
ingenuity and kill. Undoubtedly the figns of the Zodiac are 
rural allegories,| and to be referred to the age of fymbolical 
writing, among a,nation fubfifting by agriculture, in a cou 
expofed to periodical inundations, about the time of the folftice. 
The -hiftorian thinks, from the. proximity of the, Indians and 
Egyptians, that either may have taught the other; but decides 
- in favour of the Egyptians being the teachers, from a faét nat 
well eftablithed, viz. that the Bramins were. ftrangers, and 
brought their religion, with all its tricks, ready prepared to 
India. : i 

The volume concludes with the ufual lifts of prizes and pre< 
fents. The eulogies are on fir John Pringle, M. d’Anville, M, 
Bordenave, M.« Bernoulli, M. de Montigni, M, Margraaf, Mi. 
du Hamel, and M. de Vaucanfon. The extent of this article 
will not allow us to enlarge oa their feveral merits: to, our 
learned readers the. chara¢ters of thefe gentlemen are well 
known ; to others they might be uninterefting, : 

The volume of Memoirs for the year 1783 is ju publithed 
at Paris: we hope-to receive very foon. ; 
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Voyage dans les Alpes, prickde-d un Effi fur P Hiffoire Naturelie 
» des Environs de Gentwe ; par Horace Bexcdifide Sauffare, Ton. 
Z. 4to. 3. aud 4. in Bee. Geneva wad Pari, th 


O give the earlieft account, in our power, of a work lon 

expected, at the fame time to connect a philofophical de- 
{cription of the mountains of Switzerland with the moré pic- 
turefque one of M. Bourrit, we have been induced to defer the 
continuation of Bergman. We hope it will not, be delayed. 
much longer. The publication of. the laf, volume was 
at too great a diffance, to be brought. within the limits of. 
our objects, The work has often occurred, in the.conarle of 
our philofophical inveftigations, and to our cafual defcription 
of its contents we are, of neceffity, obliged torefer., 

* The defire of rendering his work lefs imperfect, M. Saut- 
fure tells us, has retarded the. publication of this volume,” 
Very different from the greater number oftravellers, who Re ¢. 

pene ' : hy 
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bulky volumes.ezbont countriesy chong which they have trae 


op wey pp ice bho GSD isab Gt 4iv if? i : 
velled poft,, this, very able aurbor‘has told.o3 nothing bat what 
he has feen repeatedly %, escent ats ie Snilary, 
has, in fome degree, compenfated for the interval between ‘the 
publicatibn of his two volumes, Sk 8 SE Ss 
4, ,Fhis:volume contains the travels of the author, to the higheit 
mountains of the Alps, viz. Mount Blanc, elevated two’ thdu- 
fand four hundred and twenty-fix toifes, above the’ fed, ‘ahd to 
the adjacent mountains, whofe height we have had ‘ease to 
defcribe. His deferiptions are faid, by a very competent evi- 
dence, who has travelled im his Reps, to be very exad.”'M. 
Sauffare went firft-from the priory of the valley of Chamduii 
to. Montanvert, to gain the needles, ‘or thé highelt points’ to 
the fouth-weit of the valley, which end in Mount Blanc. “We 
follow the author over feas of ice, over precipices; the’ raids 
of mountains, and partake his danger with the. moft lively in- 
tereft. * We muft confider, fays he, that the mountains which 
terminate the valley of Chamouni, at the fouth-eaft, are‘ fom- 
pofed of two diftinct parts. The one is an uninterrupted mafy, 
‘which rifes from ‘feven. to eight hundred toifes above’ the valley, 
which is itfelf five hundred and twenty-four toifes above’ the 
level of the fea. The other ‘part confifls of ‘pyramids, ‘dr de- 
tached needles, which rife above the mafs. “The inferior ‘mafs is 
compofed of foliated rocks of different kinds, but mott frequently 
of quartz and mica. Thefe rocks are compofed of very regu- 
dar ftrata, which run in’ the courfe of the valley, from north- 
eat to fouth-weft. They are a little inclined towards‘ thebafe 
.of the mountain, but they rife gradually, till, at the top, they 
‘become vertical. . Thefe flrata are more nearly like granite; ‘as 
they approach to the top, of the mountain, where‘there-are‘veins 
of granite, or even granites in mafs: the needles ate-of the 
latter kind. They are flanked with, and fometimes compofed 
externally of, pyramidal flakes, which are fubdivided ih parallel 
ftrata,.in the planes of the flakes.’ Lower in the valley, we 
find calcareous and gypfous mafles. . +e 

_ Wertical ftrata are frequent in the Alps. M. Sauffure ‘be- 
lieves that this is not the original direétion, but that it ‘is the 
confequence of the overtarning of mountains; and he tonfitnis 
his opinion, by the great mafles of {chiftus filled with rounded 
fhells, forming pudding-ftones, of which vertical ftfata’ are 
found in the Valorfine. ‘ Certainly fays he,’ thefe pndding- 


‘ftones cannot be formed ‘in this perpendicular -pofition.”” ‘ He 


thinks alfo, that certain fiffures, which he found cutting” thefe 
vertical ftrata at right-angles, were formerly themfelwes vertical, 
and changed by the fame power which changed the ‘ditectioi of 


the other itrata, 
- M, de Sauffure, in his return froni Chamouni, fought after 


othe bafe’of Mount Blane on the other fide: He penetrated 


. 


through the whole défile, on the fide of Cormayeur,’ and'de- 
ache : | {cended 
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fcended in the valley of Aofte,’ fo far a3 Cavaglia, and returned 
by the St. Bernard, We reBret, that we Cannot follow him in all 
his journey; in every part he defcribes the objects which rife to 
his view: he is particularly attached t6 the mineralogy of thefé 
countries, and defcribes all the’ fpecies of ftones which “He 
fourtd. On the fide of the glacier de Mirage he dilcovered 
green ftones, which he tells us are horn-ftones, not pure, but 
inixed. with calcareous {par ? on this fubjeét he makes an excet- 
lent obfervation, which is worth repeating. Nature feldom 
offers in thefe high mountains homogeneous fubftancés: the 
naturalift, who makes_a colle¢tion in a city, fearches for:pieces 
moft accurately charatterized; but no fuch exift in the Alps} 
all,is mingled together. A great part of thefe mountains are 
of {chiftus, but the fchiftus is mixed with quartz and mica + 
our author, on this account, often gives no name to the ftoneés 
which he defcribes. , 

M. de Sauffure faw at Courmayeur thefe micaceous quartzv 
fchifti, (the gneis of the Saxons) raifed on argillaceous {chiiti. 
© See now,’ jays he, * itrata of rocks, ftyled primitive, refting 
on a kind of ftone unanimoufly confidered as fecondary. ‘Are 
the terms abfurd, or ate thefe appearances the effects of a coti- 
vulfion?. on. this matter I cannot decide.’ 

‘He found, in the environs of St. Maurice, the petrofilex Th 
a great _mafs, on the fide of the valley ; and on the other fide, 
the feld {path is in great plenty. ‘ I confider thefe foties)’ 
adds he, ‘ as of the fame nature. Their hardnefs, their dén- 
fity, and their fufibility, are nearly the fame. “They appear"to 
contain, from dnalyfis, the fame principles, flint, clay,/and 
iron ; nearly tod in the fame proportions. M.deSiuffure gives 
a:yaricty and intereft to his journey, by curious and importarit 
obfervations. The inhabitants of the higher ground,’ for ity- 
ftance, where the fnow melts late, and returns early, fo’ thie 
they have feldom time for the corn to ripen, have the dexterity 
to haften its melting three weeks. They oblerve that it mielts 
fooner onthe black earth, and they therefore’ colle this Rind 
of earth, and ftrew it-on the ‘fnow that covers the places, Which - 
they mean to till. Obfervation taught Dr. Franklin the fame 
Jeflon ; when he placed cloths of different colouts on fnow, 
he found the fnow melt under them fooner or later, in propor- 
tion as they abforbed more or Jefs light. onnaen 
‘Inthe month of September, 1785, M. de Sauffure, accom- 
panied by M. Bourrit and ‘his fon, endeavoured to ‘afCend 
Monat Bianc, on the fide of the Needle du Goat’, but they 
could not reach farther than one thoufand nine hundred-toifés, 
above the level of the fea, We have alréady mentioned ™M. 
Bourrit having made this attempt, and that two of his guides 
climbed upto the fummit. ‘ For an hour that we Rayed at the 
height of one thouland nine hundred toifes, fays M. de Sant 
fure, the fun was fo inconvenient, as to appear almott infup- 

rtable: yet it raifed the thermometer only two degrees and 
Vor. LXII, Now, 1786. Cec ze 
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+, In the fhade is was.2,5,.in the, fun .4,7.*. . Thesguides, 

rong countrymen, who bear the fun eafily in the plain, expe- 
rienced equal inconvenience at this height. It was not owing 
to the reverberations of the fnow, for we were: on an uncon- 
fined plain.’ Our author explains. it. from the, rarefaction of 
the air. : 

It is commonly thought, that the air on thefe high mountains 
is purer than on the plains. On the Mole, at the height of 
feven hundred toifes, M. de Sauffure filled bottles of air... This 
air, examined at Geneva by M. Senebier, was found lefs pure 
than that of the city. This confirms the obfervations of M. de 
Volta. The pure or vital air being more heavy than the ins 
flammable, or phlogifticated airs, muft be more frequently 
found in the lower parts of the atmofphere. M. Fontana, 
having examined the air, near the Hotel Dieu, found it nearly 
as pure as in the neighbouring fields. 

M. de Sauffure points out, in every part, the continual al- 
terations in the mountains. The high pics are conftant 
mouldered away by the frofts, and their ruins fill the valleys. 
Thefe remains are ftill found at great heights: M. de Sauffure 
found rounded fhells on the top of a mountain one thonfand 
three hundred and eighty fix toifes above the -prefent level of 
the fea. ‘I thought myfelf, faid. he, on the fhores of our 
lake (the lake of Geneva), and I fancied the waters filling ali 
thefe depths, rolling and breaking the fhells on which I trod, 
at my feet, while the pointed needles formed only little 
iflands in the vaft fea.’ In another, place he adds, this cone 
fideration unites with what I have before hinted, to prove 
that 2f the mountains, particularly the primitive ones, are of 
an antiquity fo high as.to elude the imagination, the prefent 
furface of our earth, its population, and its culture, are com- 
paratively of a modern date. 

Our author has made many curious obfervations on the elec- 
tricity of the aumofphere, which appeared always more con- 
fiderable on the mountains than in the plains. ‘* It isin ge- 
neral,’ fays he, ‘ ftrongeft in the moft elevated, and uncon- 
nected (ifolés) places: it difappears in. houfes, under trees, 
in ftreets, in courts, and in general, in places inclofed on all 
fides. It is fomewhat fenfible in cities, in the middle of great 
fquares, and principally on bridges, where I have found it 
ftronger than in the open country.’ In ftormy or cloudy wea- 
ther, it is very irregular; but in clear weather jt feems to 
follow fome laws. ‘ It is fubjeét, like the fea, to an ebb and 
flow, which makes it increafe and decreafe, twice in twenty- 
four hours. Its greateft force is, fome hours after the rifing 
and fetting of the fun ; and. its -greateft weaknefs, fome hours 
before the fame periods. — This electricity is invariably politive, 





* We fuppofeof Reaumur’s thermometer; the correfponding numbers 
ef Fahrenheit’s inftrument are nearly 37% and 47°; a fufficient change, 
when fudden, to feem intolerable. 
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in winter and fummer, day and night, fun or dew, at- all 
times, when there a¥e no Clouds. It is impoffible then not to 
believe with M. Volta, that the electricity of the atmofphere is 
effentially:pofitive ; and that the negative ftate arifes only from 
fome clouds, which, having ‘been expofed to the preffure of 
the electric fluid, contained in the upper part of the atmo- 
{phere, or clouds above them, have difcharged part of their 
electric fluid on the earth, or againtt other clouds, fo that they 
remain only electrified in part.’ 

He then made experiments on the electricity of water. re- 
duced to vapour. He infulated the body on which the experi- 
ment is made, by placing on a brick, which refted on glafs: 
the communication is.made by a wire, with the electrometer. 
The refults were thefe : 

t. Water boiled in an infulated coffee-pat *, gave a negative 
electricity, as M. Volta had remarked. 

2. Water thrown into a red-hot iron crucible, gave a pofitive 
electricity, but none at all when the crucible was of a bright 
red heat. 

3. In a crucible of copper, the eleétricity was always po- 
fitive, 

- In a crucible of filver, it was almoft always negative; and 
it was fufpected, that when it was otherwife, the difference 
was owing to the filver having too much alloy in it. 

5- In a porcelain difh, it was always negative, 

6. Spirit of wine, thrown into a filver crucible, almoft at a 
white heat, gave a negative electricity, and fometimes none. 

7+ Ether gave the fame appearances. | 

8. Water, in vapour without boiling, gives no eleétricity. 

9. Burning different bodies was alfo attended with no elec- 
tricity. 

From thefe facts, M. de Sauffure does not dare to draw any 
pofitive conclufion. ‘ It feems’ fays he, ‘ that, as porcelain 
and filver have always given a negative eledtricity, while. copper 
and iron have almott always given it pofitive, we may conclude, 
that the electricity 1s pofitive with all thofe bodies capable of 
decompofing water, or (he adds with a becoming caution) of 
being decompofed themfelves, when in contact with water, and 
negative with thofe which neither caufe or fuffer any altera- 
tion, I fhould be inclined then to look on the eleétric fluid 
as the refult of the union of the element of fire with fome 
other principle, not yet known. It muft, in that cafe, be a 
fiuid analogous to inflammable air, but much more fubtile.’ 
The candour and judgment of the author in this decifion are 
remarkable: we need fearcely add, that it is fupported by 
every view, in which this fluid has hitherto been prefented to 
the mind of the philofopher. 





*We fuppofe the coffee-pot was of whine iron, or iron plates tinned ; 
_ Dut its fubitance is not mentioned, 
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“The vapours, which rife to forin’elonds} have not, “however, 
been fubjected to the héat of: ebullition; and yet the*clouds are . 
eleftric. This leads'M. de Sauffare td fulpedt, ‘that thetlouds 
‘dlways convey ele&tricity from the’earth intoothe;atmofphére, 
‘though his experiments make this fyftem fomewhat-incertain. 

The different parts of this’ volume,’ which we shave-feleGed, 
will fafficiently fhow that it ‘is worthy of the great :and: deferved 
yéputation of the author. He was accompanied, im many of 
‘his journeys, by M. M. Trembley and :Pietet,: whoi greatly 
‘afited him in his travels, particularly in’ his: experiments 
‘relating to the height of the mountaims, ) The volame is ter- 
mminated by a memoir, on this fubject, by M. Trembley. 

We mutt add to our article; fcr we fhall have no:place more 
‘convenient for mentioning it; that M, Paccard, diétor-in phy- 
‘fic. who lives at Chamoun), reached the top of Mount Blane the 
Sth of Auguft laft, accompanied «by: James: Belmas. >‘ He, was 
“feen, with a telefcope; to fix a ftaff; to which a handkerchief 
“was appénded'as a flag, onthe proud fummit of «this almoft 
“inaccefyble mountain. As the firtt philofophic knight who has 
‘dtchi¢ved this great adventere,: his ‘name thall be recorded.in 
“our immortal volumes, ) 
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' PYOTLIInTr WC & lL 
ow Getters of Orellana. 8ve. Printed at Dublin. 
Reéllana i$ diftinguithed by the epithet‘of an Jri/b Helo ;- and 


his Letters are addreffed to the Seven Northern Counties 
‘net! reprefented in the National Affembly of Delegates,held 
Car Dublin in’ Oober'¥784, for. obtaining a more equal Repre- 
fenration” in’ Patliameat, The Letters appear to have been 
‘written if the fervour of patriotifmy and are- much. more.re- 
~ ‘markable fot enthufiaftic: declamation than. juftness .of . fenti- 
ment. Orellana may ‘have ‘beem deemed a perfuafive.orator: by 
othe multitude, in the hour of political intoxication ; but the 
_ erilis being pait, ‘his Letters; we may venture to fay, will now 
be read without exciting any great emotions in his countrymen, 
and, on this fide of the Irifh channel, we believe, with perfect 
indifference. REX atte sigh] 
» Outlines of a Plan for Patroling and Watching the City of London. 
ships 3 8ve. 15. Faulder, oe 
The idea’of ‘this Planis borrowed, .almoft entirely, : without 
‘acknowledgment, ‘froma’ pamphlet entitled ¢ Outlines ef a 
~~ Pla for prote&ting London: and its Environs from the Depre- 
- dations of Houfe=breakers, Street and Highway Robberss’. - 
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A Letter to the Committe’ of the Court of Common Council appoihted 
ta-confider of the bigh, Price of Prowifions, om the Effects ofzthe 


 Exgehe of Copper, Mouey. now jn.Circulation,, and. the Difprepor- 


tional Kalue thatis fot xpon it, 8va. » 354, Dilly. Slee. 

‘Iciasthe opinion of Mr.-Merriman, the author of this Letters 
thar the dearnefs:ef provifions) is.occafioned by. the excefs..of 
coppermoney at prefent.2n: circulation. -.For, he obferves, it 
is an!invariable rule,: that:ian) increafe in the quantity of any 
kindof coin decreafes sits value,.and: caufes an adyance.in the 
pricewofievery commodity which is purchafed with fuch.coin. 
butches thinks;it ds moti an-the general opinion only (that, our 
copper money js depreciated,; the inequality in the proportion 
of the gold, filver,; and copper coin of the kingdom, being, 
according to his idea, the»principal grievance, It would, doubr- 
lefs, be defirable,. that the iatrinfic value of the different coin 
fhould bear.an exact proportion.to each other; but fo firift an 
adjuftment as. Mr. Merriman >requires, would be-a matter, of 
great difficulty, on account of the conftant fluctuation in, the 
quantity of the refpective metals. ‘The nominal'value, fixed 
by authority, might, we fhould |imagine,. be fufficient, to.pre- 
vent. any inconvenience from the,difproportion.of the different 
coin, could the practice of counterfeiting be entirely reftrained. 
But while this illegal practice prevails, there is certainly fome 
foundation- for the author’s opinion; though we-can~hardly 
imagine that, even in the lower clafs of the.people, fuch fums 
are often tendered in copper, as to produce the. effect) which he 
{uppoles, 
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The Hiftory of the Miniftry. of Fcfus Chrift,. combinid from the 
~Narrations of the Four Evangelifts. By Robert Willan, M.D. 
The Second Edition, 8va,.. 35. in Boards. ‘Rivitigtor,” ( }> 
As we'pave'a fufficient account of the author's defign,, in our 

Fifty-fifth Volume, ‘page 309, it is unneceflary to: repeat it, or 

our commendations, ~Namerous additions, aad:fome, important 

ones, tender this edition peculiarly valuable... The additions 

‘are chiefly in the notes, for the original plaa,is preferved j,, and 

‘thefe:are concife, ufeful, and inftructives, 4.» 9 


The Good and Righteous King. A Difcourfe delivered Fuly 9, 1736, 
in the Surry Chapel, Black-Friars-Bridge, by the Rev. Mr. Venn, 
Sv05 ISe Bew. : Ry 


The text is from Ifaiah, chap. xxx. ver. 1—4.. The deferip- 
tion of the King that fhall. reign in Righteoufnefs, and the 
Prince that fhall rule in Judgment, can belong only, according 
to our author, to the Mefiiah.. ‘There is no character which 
approaches fo near to perfection; and ‘to him are applied the 
metaphorical ‘defcriptions of the text; which, though purfued 
extenfively, are followed by. an applitation.of {till greater 


length, re ; 
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We fhall not-enlarge on this fermon, fince it is publithed, 
with variations, by one of the author’s hearers ; but we. are 
not told whether the fubitance*is — from recolleation, or 
short- hand notes, ' 
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Mufies Poetry; and Bainrians Prefeating an elegant Seledtion of the 
wnoft approved Songs, Sonatas, Sc. Se» svith.a thorough Bafs 
- for the Harpfichord.. Under the Infpection of Mr. Fofeph Olive, 
Organift of St. Botoiph, Alder/[gates..4to, 15. 6d. Fielding, 


It is enough to announce this publi¢ation, as the’ mafic only 
of fome of the fongs feems to be original: The fongs in the 
firft Number are chiefly of thé paftoral kind, and the'mufic is 
by. Dr. Arne, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Olive, and Mr. Bactifhills ” It 
is in general plaintive ; and its ftyle is foft and pleafing. As to 
the painting, it confitts in ¢bloared” plates. The milk-maid 

truly tells us, in the fecond fong, ‘that fhe is milking her 


“Cow in a fie-coloured vale,’ 


Tt is fine-coloured indeed, but- neither herfelf-nor the vale‘are 
diftinguifhed by-the colours of: nature. 


The Conflagration: a Poem on the Laji Day, in Four Parts. By 
Benjamin Francis. The Second Edition. 8vo0..1s. Buckland. 


The poems of Young and Ogilvie, on this fubjeé, have re- 
flected cn on their refpective authors. ‘The prefent follows 
his predeceffors with tottering’and unequal fteps. His diétion 
is indeed. fometimes majeftic.and fonorous, but at others, 
‘ sumbling, rough, and herce.’ He fometimes verges on {ub- 
Jimity, but feldom or, never attains to it, 


Poems on Jeweral Occafions. Written in Penfylvania. By William 
Moore Smith, Efg. Svo. 25. 6d. Dilly. 


If an embargo had been laid on thefe poems, the literary 
world would haye fuffered little by it. From fo diftant an im- 
portation’ we naturally expected Gonsivnag: rich or rare,’ but 
were difappointed. Not that-they are,liable to any fevere cen» 
fure ; they.will not excite public attention by their excellency, 
hor create difguft through their defects, By the teftimony of 
Pope, ‘ mediocrity is a cold unpoetical virtue,’ and mediocrity 
in poetry; by that of Horace, no virtue at all 


‘ mediocribuseffe poetis 
Non homines, non Di, con conceffere columnz.’ 


We are entirely of his opinion. Either good or bad will afford 
{cope for criticifm ; but mediocrity, to adopt father Shandy’s 


wer ‘ is like a negative quantity in algebra, worfe than no- 
thing.’ 
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Richard. Ceur de Lion. An Hiftorical Romance. . From the French 
of Monf. Sedaine. As performing at the Theatre-Royal; Drury- 
Lane. 8vo. 15. 6d. Debrett. , 
Richard, was an able watriour, and a keen politician; a fa+ 

gacious legiflator, and an elegant poet: to fee him then funk 
into. the hero of an dperd, to refle& that his praifes are fung 
almoft’in the words of a rivak nation; of a nation which he 
might have fubdued, if he had not. fought nobler triumphs 
from the defeat of the gallant Saladin, dims the {plendour 
of the.fcene, and renders the harmony difcordant. It may 
be from this;caufe, or from the defects of the performance, that 
we have received little pleafure from the opera before us: as a 
dramatic:or poetical piece, it feems to have little merit: its 
{plendour probably drew {pectators, and its being fafhionable, 
admirers. » ‘Fhe ftory relates to the difcovery of Richard’s pri- 
fon, and: his delivery: .thefe circumftances are fufficiently 
known, and they give fomewhat which refembles propriety to 
the defign of relating the tale partly in meafure. The means of 
his deliverance’are, however, poetical : and the parts which are 
thrown into fong’are fo ill-chofen, as to render this piece; in 
many places, ridiculous, 


The Happy Releafe; or, the Hiftory of Charles Warton and Sophia 
Harley... Novel. In a Series.of Letters. 3 Volumes. 12mo0. 
QOSe “YP Noble. ; 


By an ingenious contrivance, this novel will continue to be 
a new one till the end of the next year; for it is dated in 1787, 
a method not peculiar. to the editor, but fo unreafonably ex- 
tended, as to require being noticed with a flight. reprimand: 
There is another error in the title-page; for, as,a‘ happy re- 
leafe’ occurs in the firft volume, we were tempted to lay down 
the book, in full confidence of having tead every thing intereft- 
ing init: but the real, the important, the bappy releafe occurs 
only, as it ought to do, in the denouement. 

In other refpects, this novel’ requires little to be faid : there 
are feveral very good perfons, and there are fome villains, or 
thefe good people would not find employment.. ‘They labour 
in the ufual ftyle, through three volumes, and then the villains 
die or are reformed, and the good ones marry: a confummation 
that we devoutly wifhed for more. early. .It 1s on account of 
thefe undiftinguifhing features that we laboured to characterize 
thefe volumes from the peculiarities in the.title; for every 
dabbler in natural_hiftory can tell.us, that where there is great 
fimilarity, our diftinétions muft be taken from trifles which are 
ufelefs, or from circumftances which are difgufting. 
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The Hiftery of Charles Falkland, BYo:\ eal Wiss Borifte Sansille. In 
a Series of Leiters. Tivd Pilanrs. 550 Nobles: «. 


. *CPtHI9) 10 SoRla Ee or cored. ; 
>) Thefe.volumes. contain Jove, in excefs, 2 due proportion of 
murder, unfaithful friends, and hetoi¢e con ftanty’s: Yet-with all 
thefe ingredients, we have feldom read2any thing lefs: ittereft- 
ing or. affecting... The, ahs! and obs! leave fufheiene’ openings 


for every particle of diffrefs to efcape., °°” 14d vf 
Fhe Cacique of Ontario. An Indian Tale. gto. 15. 6d. Fielding. 
Our author profeffes, that ‘ his intention was to interéft* and 
amufe’ his readers, and that he offers his * performance with 
the utmott diffidence.’ Profeffions fo candid and modeft deferve 
» attention and'refpe&t. The Tale is an Indian'one : the language 
Gs Offianie, elevated above profe, without ‘being raifed'on the 
ftilts'of fuftian, We perceive a Irttlé too much of that modern 
affeCtation, of preferring the ftate of nature to the convenieacies 


-coand advantages of refinement and Civilization, ‘but are*eom- 





penfated by the fudden unexpetted changes, peculiar and net 
-unfuitable to the people who act from the prefent impulfe-only, 
Thefe changes’are, properly charaéteriftic of the Indian nation, 
and add greatly to the merit of the tale. {24 OT ASH 
sit Marano, an Englifhwoman, taken by the Tndian¢ in her in- 
's fancy, among the captives brought from the fiege of Quebec, 
»finds her brothers, In that hege the had loft her hufband.~ Her 
brother is but juft reftored when fome of the Indians ‘réturn, 
) :ogand tell her, that from his hand her hufband, Oneyo, loft his life, 
The following, confi& is defcribed with energy and*feéling. 
« The refentment of the affembly was again inflamed.” «I 
“am innocent of his blood,” faid the captive. “ Bat his’ decla- 
ration} andthe entreaties of Ononthio in, his behalf, were loft 
in furious fereams and inveétives. They dragged him'again ta 
the place of facrifice. Marano diftraéted with contending woes, 
**-Spare him! .fpare him!” exclaimed, ** he is my brother !” 
Fixing. her eyes, on, him. with a look of exquifite’ anguith, 
s* whofe hands are red with the blood of my liufband! and was 
there none but thee.to deftroy him ?” **°Tear him?’ exclaimed 
the mulsitude. .Marano clafped him to her bofom, and turn- 
ing to.the outrageous and menacing crowd, with a-wild and 
frantic demeanour, ‘* bloody, bloody though he be, Pwill de- 
fend him or perifh! Let the fame javelin transfix°us*both ! 
Smite, and our kindred gore fhall be. mingled.” °‘Fhe tran- 
fcendent greatnefs of her calamity, who had loft a’ hufband by 
the hand of a brother, and the refiftlefs energy of her features, 
exprefive of woe, tendernefs, and defpair, awed the violence 
of the affembly, and difpofed them to pity. Ononthie took 
advantage of the change. He waved his hand with parental 
Jove, and authority. His hoary locks gave dignity: to his gefture. 
The'ufual benignity of his countenance was foftened with for- 
row. He fppke the language of his foul, and-was ¢loguent 5 


{poke the language of feeling, and was perfuafivé: . They 
. liftened 
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liftened to him with profound veneration, were mov red, and de- 
ferred, the facrifice. ee 
the, captives to a place « of fecurity.” 

¥et-Oneyo at laf r sear “the Malin whe sehieed thé ftory, 
only faw them enga e did hot fee that’ Oneyo received 
hisdife fromthe, captive : . he did not kbow that he was detdmed 
only by his wounds. Thefe circumftances give @ varicny: and 
relief ; ; they add to the intereft of the conclufion, 


T; he, Ranbles of Fancy ; s or Moral and Latercfiing Faless.. InTavo 
Volumes. \2zmo. 55. fewed. » Buckiand. 


«, Thefe little Tales are really moral and interefting :- the ftory 
is often: condudted with fkill, and the cataftrophe frequently, 
perhaps too frequently, pathetic. If mifs Peacock hades not 
_iealled them the Rambles of Fancy, we thould have ftyled them 
too, fanciful.. The de(criptions, are romantic, the dituations 
often improbable ;: inftead of the fcenes of natare; we arespre- 
fented with magical groups of imaginary views. For the glaring 
fcenery of romance, our young author lofes the empire of na- 
ture, and) is content, ta lofe it. We regret this the more, as 
her knowlege of the human heart may enable her to penetrate 
its inmoit receffés, and, from’ that fource; to draw fitwations 
much, fuperior. to the hackneyed’ modes of introducing’a father 
dying, bedewed with the tears of an affeCtionate child) and 
sorets of all other worldly pofieffions. We ‘hall feleét one of 
thofe fcenes, where -her fancy rambles a‘ little too far, not to 
Jeave. an. unfavourable impreffion on the reader, ‘but to point 
out the rocks which we wilh the Would avoid. \Yet it is the 
defcription of a wedding, a favourite fubject with @ young 
lady.- May fome kindred fair: otie defcribe *her’s, with equal 
delicacy ; may fhe delineate equatiy happy rdipetiny and may 
they be realized ! 

‘ The beauteous bride. came forth arrayed! ii a Yobe if the 

ureft lawn, which was clafped at the brealt 'by'd pi€tare’df her 
Beloved Evander ;_her beautiful ‘treflé? were fattened by 4 knot 
of filver ribband; her cheek’ was ‘tib ie ‘with Alurora’s rofy 
dye; and her eye {poke ineffable’foftféfse° Tie youth was 
gracefully majeftic ; he was robéd'‘in purple, a'golden veltthone 
beneath ; and the bioom of youthfal vigenk was ‘painted on his 
countenance ; while joy {parkling in his eye} cotiteffed the tran- 
{ports of his.heart. |. Alonzo and Lycdnder were habited*\in the 
venerable robes of unaffeéted grandent :* they advanced towards 
the lovers, and placed.on their brows wreaths } that of Lifetta’s 
was the pale blufhing rofe ; and Alonzo bound the temples of 
his. fon, with fragrant ; myrtle. Beatiteous childrew ftrewed their 

ath with the treafures of Flora. "Fhe fun arofe ‘it full ma- 
icity, and brightened on the fcene ; wisile the foft’morning ze- 
yt borrowed fragrance from the ambrohal ‘breath of WLifetta. 
ae two lovely fifters, Cleora and ‘miyfelf,” attended ‘on the 
happy fair, Our rofes were of the bluthing hue, and oem 


ethen ‘comfort a" “Maran, and eomvdyed 3 


of 













































394 MontTHLy CaTaLoGut&s 


of amaranths bound our. brows. -Thus we, proceeded -to the 
temple, where the indiffloluble knot was tied. When we left 
the temple, a band of delightful mufic faluted us, from grace- 
fal youths and virgins, habited as fhepherds and fhepherdeffes, 
As we retusned to the caftle, we perceived a number of bean- 
tiful children dancing on the banks of a fweetly-murmuring 
ftream : at our approach one of them advanced, and prefented 
the blufhing bride with a nofegay compofed of the moft fimple 
flowers, yet fo elegantly arranged as to produce a pleafing 
effect ; the reft followed her example, and_ paid the fame.com- 
pliment to the company.’ 

Our author’s former work was mentioned in our Sixtieth 
Volume, p. 221. She feems emerging from fairy-land, and 
will foon, we hope, fpeak the language of nature and reality. 
If we were to difcriminate the merit of thefe Tales, we fhould 
think, the fcenes defcribed in the Letters the beit. We were 
more offended with the American Tale, on account of the nu- 
merous miftakes in natural hiftory. It is no fault in mifs Pea- 
cock not to have underftood this fcience ; but it was a mis-~ 
judged attempt to lay the fcenein that country, 


Loriada 3 or, the Pillage Annals. A Novel. In Three-Volumes, 
, 12mo. 75. Ode Axtell, | 


One of our aflociates, the natural hiftorian, a great admirer 
of fyftems, and an idolater of. Linnzan definitions, contends 
that every work is a fpecies, and may be exactly characterifed 
in the concife language of the naturalifts. If this {cheme. be 
ever conveniently followed, it muft be in the work before us; 
let us try. 

Genus, Novel; Species N. Zoriada, three volumes, ill- 
written, worfe printed ; without ingenuity, novelty, or 
pathos. 

We. are aware that the whole tribe of philofophers will rife 
in judgment. againft us, and fay that the fame character belongs 
to almoft every production of the prefent novellifts; befides, 
that negative characterilftics are always excluded from every de- 
finition. But, not to enter into a long defence of our’s, we 
fhall only fay that, though novels are frequéntly written with 
little accuracy, they are feldom printed with kf. Take a few 
errors within about twenty-five pages. ‘ Sophy’ for fopha; 
¢ inftructively’ for iniisararey 3 ¢ inftracied’ for intrufted ; * vi- 
gour’ for rigour; ‘ bearns’ for terms; ‘ definifh’ for define; 
* prifon’ for prifm ; ‘ gilt’ for built. If the young novellift be 
not very well iatru/ied, how will the race of mal-aprops be in- 
creafed in number? But perhaps it requires fome znfructive 
knowlege to explain ‘ arcanum nonfenfe,’ or to fay that ‘ will, 
dreading’ was intended for with-drawing. If the author does 
not foon publifh a key, we fear his treafures will not be eafily 
unlocked; but do not be in a harry, fair lady, there is nothing 
in the cheft worth your attention. : 

MIsS- 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


Enquiry into the Influence which Enclofures have had upon the Poo 
pulation of this Kingdom. By the Rev. Fi Howlett. 8v0. 156 
Richardfon. 


This is the fecond edition of a work which we reviewed in’ 


our laft volume, p. 393 ; and we are well pleafed to fee that it 
has been a To with fo much attention, that another im- 
preffion is required. We hope it will induce the author to pur- 
fue the fubjeét, to which, in our opinion, very gteat attention 
ought to be paid, and which has already been greatly eluci- 
dated by his labours. 

The Appendix, which confifts of a Letter from a clergymam 
in Shropthire, minifter of one of the inclofed parifhes, is a 
plain, fmple, and judicious narrative. Since 1689, the num- 
bers in his parifh are nearly doubled; and yet this parifh feems 
rather to have affifted the population of its neighbours than to 
have derived inhabitants from them. All the parifhioners are 
engaged in agriculture, without any manufactures of any kind, 
which renders the increafe a fubjeét of greater importance, ° 

There is another part of the obfervations which feems.un- 


common. The baptifis, in two-diftant periods, are’ more than 


as 2 to 1, but the marriages are not more than as tito1. We 
mutt beg leave to afk the rector (we are abfolutely ferious) whe- 
ther the women are more fruitful, or his parifhioners more li-. 
centious ? We make the obfervation for this reafon, becaufe, 
in general the increafe, in confaquence of marriages, does not 
appear in other lifts to be in fo great a proportion during the 
lait forty years, as during any equal former period. 


An exact Reprefentarion of the very uncandid and extraordinary 
Conduct of Dr. Fobhn Coakley Lettfom, as well previous to, as 
~ the Day of Ele&ion for Phy fi cian tothe Finfoury Di/penfarye 

With fome Remarks on the Efiablifbment of the New Finfoury 
Difpenfary. By Thomas Skeete, M.D. 800. 6d. Fielding. 


A Vindication of Dr. Lettfom’s Conduédt, velarive to the Elettion 
at the Finfoury Difpenfary. Ina Letter from F.C. Letifom, M.D. 
to S. Hinds, M. &. &vo.»€d.' Fielding. ~ 


Thefe are unpleafing fubjeéts to engage in. The Critical 
Review is not a court to canvafs points of honour, to weigh the 
exact force of a promife, or to affign each perfon his proportion 
of moral honeft Inftitutions of charity are too much the 
tools of party ; and thofe who have found them fich convenient 
affiftants will be mot ready in rendering them ufeful to others; 
Medicine was once a /iteral /cience. Alas! how changed, how 
gl If not changed, how little influence has it on its pro- 
effors ! 
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A compete Compendium of the Militia Laws of sisi sd and Wales, 
tig Limos, 15. Ridgway. 


~The only. recommendation which can be given to a work of 
this kind ison the {core of its accuracy, and we have reafon to 
think this abridgment very exact. 


A few Remarks on an Adarefs to the Roman Caibolics of phe United 
Stares of America, occafioned by a Letter addreffed to the Catholics 
of Worceficr, by Mr. Wharton, their late Chaplai a. By the 
Kight Rev, Lr. Carroll, By a Fair Inquirer. 8vo. ‘Printed at 

- Worceiler, 


The title is not very intelligible. The Addrefs to the Roman 
Catholics of America was written by Dr. Carroll, and it was 
eccafioned by Mr. Wharton’s' Letter to the Roman Catholics of 
Worceller, which gave a candid account of the motives which 
induced him to conform to the church of England *, ' "Fitels 
few Remarks are written by the * Fair Enquirer :’ they confift 
of detached obfervations on Dr. Carroll’s work ; and we fulpeét 
the Fair Enquirer to be Mr. Hawkins. It is enough for us to 
obierve, that Dr. Carroll (now a Roman Catholic bifhop in 
America), endeavoured to prevent the infection of conformity, 
which might have been fpread by Mr. Wharton’s Letter, and 
proved injurious to the caufe of their great and good allies, that 
thefe Remarks are intended to fhow their weaknels, their futility, 


and inaccuracy. 


A plain-ond.concife Apology for the Permiffion of Natural and Moral 
~ Ewils in a State of trial. By the Rev. Joba Weddred. Second 
Edition. 8ve. 15. , Rivington. 


We do not remember to have feen-this Apology, at leaft_ in 
HS prefent form, though we recollect the arguments, and re- 
member that they ‘have been fomewhere applied to a.fimilar pur- 

fe. Perhaps the gre edition may have had another title, 
and, by that means, has eluded our fearchs.. The title explains 
the teridericy of ‘the work... If this bea flate of trial, the author 
argues, ‘that there muft be a choice of good and evil; and that 
man be permitted to choofe.. ‘The author’s purpofe feems to be 

rood, his Heart’ benevolent,:and his- language neat and eafy. On 
the force of the argument-we fhall not at prefent decide: it in- 
‘ictedés points of great magnitude, which, within. our limits, 
would not: be eafily, and;. in’ a:work hike this, dine cannot 
be fully difcuffed. 


| A Def. riptiue.. Journey through the interior Parts of Comaay had 
. Brance, iucluding Paris: “with interefting and amufing Anecdotes. 
Small 8vo, 25. Kearfley. 


. We have fome fufpicion, that. this. Journey is the genuine 
3 qreeere: ofa forward young man ;. but the vulgar ty le eof 





¥ Crit. Rev. vol, tix. p. 159. 
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the language, fome of its errors, and many of its inclegancies, 
prevent us from believing that it is the work of the nobleman 
which the title hints at... A*man of “elegance and pacper educa- 
tion would not ‘take his oath’ of any thing ; becomes at once, 
gracious’ with a ftranger ; offer his* “infallible receipt’ for a cer- 
tain difeafe to a gentleman and lady ; ‘ make a ferape witha 
pen-knife,’ &c, » The affectation of tender feelings may not be 
uncommon at.that age ; but i it would not-admit of * the teaderef 
friendfhip a few years, befare.’ 

The Journey is a trite fuperficial account of places frequently 
feen,, and as often deicribed : it is.at the fame time lively, and 
not unentertaining., We fhall felect a fpecimen : the abbe, avho 
was. probably a man of the world, feems to have been difguited 
with the young travelle1’s forwardnefs, and to have fhowed his 
difpleaiure by contempt. An abdé, euit author ought to have 
known, could not be materially affected by the deftruction of a 
few convents ; but felf-love otien fhuts our eyes, and leads lis 
to attribute events to any caufe rather than neglect. 


¢ Im the town [Mayence] there is one principal inn, and the 
tabled’ boteis excellent, One day, at dinner, fome converiation led 
me to tell an‘abbé, who fat next me, how much I loved the ein- 
peror, and that I always carried his portraitabout me. His angie er 
was only—‘ Pray; fir, are you a {ubject of the emperor's ?— 
‘No, fir, 1am a Britifh fubject.” He licked the juice of his 
{trawberries with a crumb of bread, fnored a pinch of fauff, 
_wiped his nofe with the back of his fitt and, after a grim. Joek 
or two of manifett difpleafure, pufhed back his chair) and walked 
off. I have been, on all occations, induitrious to move. a con- 
verfation about the emperor, in order to feel the pulie of the 
country about his charatter ; and the fact is, he is in general 
hated. His innovations in. religious: matters, they,, with the 
world, approve of ; but his mode : of effecting them is. confidered 
asa’ rapacious monopoly on the rights! of free-born fubjects, 
degrading to the character of a monarch,,and dangerous for. his 
perfonal fafety.° What does a detperate individual matter. bis 
life, kicked out of the lap of affiyence and eafe, to drag a lite 
of mifery and dittrefs, to exift on a ftarved pittance of twelve 
or eighteen pounds a year, after fharing long in the rich foun- 
dations and eftates lett to that very convent, perhaps by hisown 
‘anceftors? The oppreifion, the tyranny of ‘it,-is the common 
groan of injured humanity! There are actually, at Vienna, 
clergymen employed in tranflating the Mafs into the German 
language. All the princes of the empire are making’ alterations, 
and following his fteps, but moderately ‘and juttly; Even 
France herfelf begins to hearken to the common cry of good 
fenfe, and liberty of thought. ‘he count de Mirabeda, a 
Frenchman, has written, with a vaft deal of energy and good 
argument, again{t the emperor’s conduct, particularly-on-the 
fubjéct of the rupture with Holland, and contributed to tarnifls 
that ¢clat that feeined to dawn on his character.’ 
Account 
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Account of the Affociation for a Periodical Tontinee Sv0e 6de 
Southern. 


‘The plan of this Affociation is to open fubfcriptions, an- 
nually, for feven claffes of ages, in fhares of one hundred 
pounds. All thefe are to be veited._ in old South-fea annuities, 
to form a joint ftock for the yearly benefit of each refpective 
clafs. The accumulating intereft of this money is to be re- 
gularly paid to the living fubfcribers for a determined time ; 
after which the capital is to be divided among the furvivors. 
ack fame plan is likewife propofed to fubfcribers of fifty pound 

ates. 


The Life and Tranfactious of Margaret Nicholfon. By Jonathan 
Fifke. 8vo. 15. 


This unfortunate woman had lodged upwards of three years 
with Mr. Fifke, who may, therefore, be fuppofed to have had 
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with her hiftory and 
character. 


Fielding’s Hackney-Coach-Rates. 12mo. 25. Fielding. 


This pamphlet contains near twenty thoufand fares, {pecify- 
ing the diftance and price, agreeable to the late act of parlia- 
ment. It alfo comprifes the rates of hackney-chairs, and farés 
of watermen, as regulated by authority. It therefore cannot 
fail of being ufeful to perfons refiding in the capital or its en- 


- YVirons. 





The Parifh Officer’s Companion; or, a new and complete Library of 
Parifob Lavi. 12m0. 25. 6d. Lifter. 


This is’ a collection, fabricated chiefly from Burn’s Jutftice, 
and the Complete Conflable. Though containing a few things 
not met with elfewhere, it is deficient in fome others; and is 
badly printed on coarfe paper. 


Memoirs of a French Officer, who efeaped from Slavery. Small Sv. 
2s. 6d. Rivingtons. 


The officer who is the fubje& of thefe Memoirs, was fhip- 
wrecked on the coaft of Africa, where he remained a long time 
in the capacity of a flave, until at laft he was, with feveral of 
his anfortunate: companions, fet at liberty by. the interpofition 
of the.vice-conful of France. The diftreffes which he fuffered 
_ during his captivity, and the manners of the favages, are de- 
{cribed in a lively manner; and afford a natural reprefentation 
_of fuch fcenes as no. perfon can ever defire to be farther ac- 
quainted with, than by narrative. There is a diftant refem- 
blance between thefe Memoirs and the celebrated hiftory ot 
| Robinfon Crafoe. 


5 Captain 
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Captain Cook's third and laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, in the 
Years 1776, 1777» 1778, 1779, and 1780. Faithfully abridged 


from the Quarto Edition publifbed by Order of his Majefly. —Ii- 
luftrated with Copper-plates. 12mo- 45. bound. Fielding. 


~ We have looked at different parts of this abridgment, and’it 
feems well enough«calculated for amufement ;. but, not being 
accompanied witha map, every purpofe of information or uti- 
_ lity is effectually precluded. We conclude that it is publifhed 
as a proper Chriftmas entertainment, to make the mafters ‘and 
miffes wonder at uncouth figures, and uncommon dreffes. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Eorror of the Crarricat Review. 
STR, ) 

¢' The Tasce of Contents which you prefix to each Volume 
of the Critical Review, though it may be of fome fmall afé, 
appears to me to be very unneceffary, as it might be fuperfeded 
by the Inpex at the end, which I obferve is very full (as~all 
Indexes ought to’ be), and well executed. But this contairis 
nothing more than the #itles of books, and authors names. ‘I 
would propofe, as an improvement to your plan, and it would 
certainly be an improvement which would enfure the approba- 
tion of every reader, that you would appropriate the three leaves 
on which you enumerate the Contents, toa * Taputa InpIca- 
ToRr1a; or, an Alphabetical Table of the moit remarkable 
Paffages inthe Criticifms and Extra¢ts in the Volume ;’ or'any 
other title you pleafe, opon this, or a fimilar plan. It would 
thake the Volumes much more entertaining and ufeful ; ‘as 
readers often want to refer to remarks and obfervations met 
with in the courfe of reading, which it is not eafy, and often 
almoft impracticable to-find, for want of fuch affiftance. I pro- 
pofe the above in preference to the method adopted by the 
Monthly Review, becaufe three leaves, though fufficient to con- 
tain an Index of the moft material paffages, would not be 
enough for the Index which you give at the end of the Volumes, 
and which certainly fhould be continued. | _ 

The Forcign Literary Intelligence, which you have [ately re- 
fumed, upon an improved plan, is certainly a valuable addition 
to the Reviews, as it comprehends, in a {mall compafs, a great 
variety of very ufeful information. And I have no doubt bat 
in time you will be very fenfible of it, by an increafed fale. 

T hope, fir, as the improvement herein propofed is of a nature 
that can offend none, and may be highly gratifying to almott 
every reader of the Review, you will take it into your con- 


fideration, and adopt it at the conclufion of the prefent, and — 


every future Volume. 
13th October, 1786. Tam, Sir, &c. 
Give 
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Give me leave to add, by way of poftfcript, that your account 
of Medical Books (not only in my opinion, but in that alfo of 
an extenfive corref{pondence), is conducted on a plan which does 
no fefs credit to the Review than advantage to the medical 

ractitionets ;-by whom it is at prefeht regarded as the on] 
Rewhia we’ now have that: profeffedly confiders thofe publica- 
tions. © The writers of thofe articles appearing to be real prac: 
-titioners, adds not a little to the value of their opinions.’ 


THIS gentleman’s obliging attention not only demands oar 
thanks, but every return of information which we can beftow. 
His propofed plan fhall be very particularly confidered, and we 
will endeavour. to deferve the good opinion of himfelf and 
friends, by rendering our Articles and our Intelligence * as 
various and as initructive as we are able. He willyexcufe us 
for having omitted fome parts of his Letter, though we perhaps 
may, in his opinion, want excufe for having publithed fo much 
of it. Though highly flattering to ourfelves, we own we had 
another reafon for it: to draw the attention of the public to 
what we confider as a valuable improvement. Left he fhould 
be difpleafed at being drawn too precipitately into public, we 
have concealed his name ; and the delicacy of-our fituation will 
we hope apologize for the other omiflions. The works he men- 
tions will be attended to very foon : they were overlooked by 


an accident. 





WE are much obliged to Mr. H—— for his very kind com- 
munication, and greatly regret that we may probably be de- 
prived of his more extended details. If, however, he will al- 
low us to fuggeft a plan, probably not attended with the incon- 
veniencies he mentions, it would be to feleét the faéts and the 
tables, with the neceflary explanations only. A publication of 
this kind will not be fo extenfive as that which he defcribes ; 
and its fale will not depend on a pation fo frivolous as curiofity. 
It muft be the foundation of every future political enquiry ; 
and, as it is eftablifhed on facts, muft- remain unfhaken amidit 
the tuinults of coatending parties. 





WE thank the gentleman who ftyles himfelf ¢ No Critic,’ 
for a work which might not have occurred in our ufual 
walks, fincé it feems mot to have been publifhed in London. 
We fhall be more obliged to him for a key to his obfervations, 
which are really at prefent unintelligible. Is the application of 
chemiftry to the examination of medical waters ufelefs ? If fo, 
the work forwarded to us may be ufeful. Nous verrons. 





—_ 


* As we with to make this part of our work of real importance, we 
fhould be obliged to our readérs tor their opinions on the conduct of it. 
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